iton adviser to be named co-conspirator 


TLE ROCK ( AP) — Bruce Lindsey. President Bill Clinton's 
-st i rusted adviser, will he named by prosecutors as an 
indicted co-conspirator in the Whitewater trial that began this 
eek. a defence lawyer confirmed Wednesday. Attorney Dan 
■uthrie. who represents one of two Arkansas hankers on trial, 
-aid he was told by Whitewater prosecutors that Mr. Lindsey would 
«. identified in court as conspiring to hide large cash withdrawals 
by Mr. Clinton's 1990 campaign for Arkansas governor. "We have 
been informed by independent counsel that Bruce Lindsey is an 
| unindicted co-conspirator in this case with regard to count "two of 
;the indictment," Mr. Guthrie told the Associated Press. Bankers 
Herbie Branscum and Zobert M. Hill are accused of misapplying 
513,217 in funds from their Perry County bank to reimburse 
political contributions made to Mr. Clinton's run for governor and 
other races. They also are accused of conspiring to hide from tax 
authorities tens of thousands of dollars in withdrawals by Mr. 
Clinton's campaign. Mr. 
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Italy crash out of Euro 96 

MANCHESTER (AFP) —Italy crashed out of Euro 96 ate 
foiling to break down a German side reduced tejO ng^a ner 
60 T rp rartft5 of a pulsating aid controversial 0-0 draw on 
Wednesday. The Germans go through with the pecbRepob- 
lic who scored a late equaliser in a 3-3 draw with Russia that 
finally consigned the Italians © ah early exit* It was a sad end 
for Am go Saxhi’s side whose fans suffered a roli ereoas ter 
ride of emotions on a dramatic night in which the complex 
mathginfliifls changed almost hy the amnia In the end, 
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defimee who somehow managed to repet eve^m^ u* 

perate Italians managed to throw at them — including a penal- 
ty kick. 
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KUWAIT ( AP) — The coast 
guard has intercepted four 
wooden boats headed for 
Iraq with cargoes of auto 
spares, tires and computers in 
violation df U.N. sanctions, 
the Interior Ministry said 
Wednesday. A statement 
said three of the boats were 
flying the flag of the United 
Arab Emirates, while the 
fourth carried the Panama- 
nian flag. All had sailed from 
the UAE and were escorted 
back there by “friendly 
trees’’ after the intercep- 
tions, the ministry said with- 
out saying when they took 
place. However, it was com- 
menting on a report by the 
Kuwaiti daily. A) Rai A1 Am, 
that authorities had inter- 
cepted a number of Iraq- 
bound speedboats at dawn 
Tuesday. 

Hizbollah claims 
attacks on SLA 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Hizbol- 
lah on Wednesday claimed to 
have killed and wounded 
several pro-Israeli militiamen 
in two attacks against their 
positions in Israel's “security 
zone' 1 in South Lebanon. But 
the radio of the South Leba- 
non Army (SLA> militia 
made no mention of the 
attacks in its news broadcasts 
• n nd there was no indepen- 
dent confirmation of the re- 
port. According to Hizbol- 
lah, its guerrillas destroyed 
SLA fortifications at the 
Anan position during clashes 
with militiamen with automa- 
tic weapons and anti-tank 
rockets, and shelled the 
neighbouring outpost of 
Mashnaqa. Lebanese police 
said Israeli gunners retaliated 
by firing 30 shells at the Iqlim 
A1 Tufah, a Hizbollah stron- 
ghold in South Lebanon. 
There were no reports of 
casualties. 


Arafat In Hanoi i 

HANOI (AFP) — Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat ar- 
rived in Hanoi Wednesday 
from Beijing on the second 
step of an Asian tour. This is 
\Ss sixth visit to Vietnam 
since 1970, where he has long 
been accorded the red-carpet 
treatment given to heads of 
state. Mr. Arafat is to hold 
talks with the troika of top 
leaders — his host President 
Le Due Anh, Prime Minister 
Vo Van Kiet and Communist 
Party General Secretary Do 
Maoi. 

Israeli minister 
due here Sunday 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netany- 
ahu on Wednesday instructed 
his .transport minister to visit 
Jordan this weekend for' the 
first official contact between 
bis right-wing government 
and an Arab state. Transport 
Minister Yitzhak Levy will 
travel to Amman Sunday to 
« . inaugurate a regular airline 
service between Amman and 
Tel Aviv, cabinet secretary 
Danny Naveh said after the 
first meeting of Mr. Netany- 
ahu's 16-member council of 
ministers. Mr. Levy is a lead- 
er of the far-right National 
Religious Party, whose sup- 
porters include many militant 
settlers on the West Bank. 


Yilmaz faces 
probe 

ANKARA (AFP) — Parlia- 
ment on Wednesday decided 
to launch an enquiry against 
prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz 
regarding his alleged role in a 
banking scandal five years 
ago. The motion accepted by 
parliament accuses Mr. Yil- 
maz of ignoring unlawful 
loans opened by a state bank 
when he was prime minister 
in 1991. A parliamentary 
i’ t commission will be set up 
next month to investigate the 
charges against Mr. Yilmaz. 
If the commission finds Mr. 
Yilmaz guilty and the parlia- 
ment's general assembly up- 
holds such a ruling, the prime 
minister will face trial by the 
constitutional court, the 
country’s highest judiciary 
body. 


Jordan seeks Arab reconciliation, solidarity from summit 

Kingdom supports return of Golan to Syria and Palestinian state 


By Nermeen Murad and 
Yasser Abu Hflaleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanians 
share the widespread feeling 
among fellow Arabs that next 
week’s summit meeting in 
Cairo will be the first real test 
of their leaders' resolve to 
overcome their differences 
and put their house in order 
after six years of serious divi- 
sions, political estrangement 
and bickering. But for this 
goal to be met, Jordanian 
officials say, the summiteers 
have to accept that Arab 
national security is indivisible 
amongst individual Arab 
states. 

“Arab national security is a 
collective responsibility of all 
our states and it is indivisible 
as such,” a senior Jordanian 
official says. “Jordan is going 
to the summit with open 
hearts and minds, and we 
have one objective to 
achieve. It is reconciliation 
and true solidarity among all 
Arab countries." 

For Jordan, the summit 
poses a special challenge on 


two fronts: Preserving a col- 
lective Arab commitment to 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess despite the election of a 
right-wing government in 
Israel and ensuring that the 
summit's deliberations and 
resolutions “are not geared 
to serving any single Arab 
country's interest at the ex- 
pense of another," the Jorda- 
nian officials say. 

Jordan “will call for soli- 
darity and all-out reconcilia- 
tion among the Arab coun- 
tries, and His Majesty King 
Hussein will reflect Jordan’s 
true Arab stand as he always 
did,” the senior official told 
the Jordan Tunes Wednes- 
day. 

Notwithstanding the Syrian 
media campaign against Jor- 
dan, the official stressed Am- 
man's position “will be fully 
supportive of Syria's just de- 
mand for the restoration of 
the Golan Heights.” Jordan 
rejects the Israeli Likud Par- 
ty's view that Syria's regional 
role is more important than 
“recovering usurped Syrian 
lands.” 

Unidentified senior Syrian 


officials have recently been 
accusing Jordan of siding 
with Israel. In a series of 
articles published in the 
London-based A1 Hayat 
newspaper the Syrian offi- 
cials claimed that Jordan was 
making contacts with Gulf 
states in a bid to put pressure 
on Syria to explain its alliance 
with Iran which Bahrain ac- 
cuses of being involved in 
subversion activities in the 
Gulf emirate. 

The senior Jordanian offi- 
cial said, however, Jordan 
“will not attack any other 
Arab country unless others 
attacked first" 

“We will respond to 
accusations that we are going 
fast (in relations with Israel) 
by paying others in the same 
coin. We will respond to 
whoever tries to enter 
through the Turkish door by 
raising the question of Iran's 
role," he said. 

“Arab security is an integ- 
ral and inseparable one 
whether it is the security of 
Syria, Jordan, Palestine or 

Bahrain.” 

Another Jordanian official 


said that Jordan feels that the 
summit should come up with 
a “set of principles” that 
would guide Arab dealings 
and ensure a policy of non- 
interference in the internal 
stability of other states. The 
official says that the recent 
series of official visits by King 
Hussein, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince H assail and 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti to various Arab 
capitals were aimed at ensur- 
ing an consensus among Arab 
states. 

Contacts with the U.S., 
Turkey and European capit- 
als are also aimed at ensuring 
international backing for this 
effort. 

Jordan, according to the 
officials, is seeking not only 
to ensure that there would be 
no more attempts at destabi- 
lising its own internal secur- 
ity, but also that the Middle 
Eak peace process would not 
fall apart in reaction to the 
election of a Likud govern- 
ment in Israel. 

Informed sources con- 
firmed that recent visits by 
senior Jordanian officials 


abroad were aimed at ensur- 
ing that there is a core group 
of Arab states who want to 
see the Cairo summit succeed 
in its task of bridging Arab 
differences and is not “hi- 
jacked” by Syria, and by 
extension Iran. 

Jordan “supports any en- 
deavour aimed at Arab re- 
conciliation and we welcome 
any effort at mediation to 
reconcile King Hussein and 
Hafez A1 Assad,” the official 
said in response to reports 
the Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak is leading such an 
effort. 

The King's visit to the Un- 
ited States, the official said, 
was one of the most success- 
ful so for adding that “King 
Hussein was accorded an un- 
precedented welcome.” 

Jordan does not expect the 
summit to “result in a sur- 
prise with regard to the peace 
process or Iraq” because the 
U.S. administration has 
already told the Egyptian 
leadership that they expect 
from Egypt “to play its ‘logic- 
al* role and that surprises will 
be unacceptable,” the official 



said. According to the official 
the summit is expected to end 
up with a big “yes” for peace 
regardless of reservations. 

Referring to the Palesti- 
nians, the official reiterated 
Jordan's stand by saying the 
Kingdom will continue to 
help them regain their rights. 


“We reject the Likud Par- 
ty’s idea of discussing every- 
thing except the Pafcsinian 
state on the same basis as we 
reject Israel’s policy of dis- 
cussing everything except the 
Golan — with Syria.” 

The Jerusalem Post re- 
ported Wednesday; 

President Assad is brilliant, 
but he may have miscalcu- 
lated and lost his chance to 
recover the Golan Heights. 
This assessment came from 
President Clinton in a private 
White House meeting of a 
half dozen or so business and 
dvic leaders on Monday. 

Tbs participant quoted Mr. 
Clinton as saying: “Of all the 
Middle East leaders that I 
have met, I don't think any- 
one is smarter — as far as IQ 
is concerned — than Presi- 
dent Assad. The man is bril- 
liant. Bnt I can tell you that, 
during the last three and a 
half years, nobody has 
wasted such an IQ on such 
small issues. During the last 
three and a half years, he has 
missed critical opportunities 
which may never again reap- 
pear.” 


Summit draft said to condition 
Arab ties with Israel on peace 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Egypt, Syria and Saudi Ara- 
bia have drawn up a draft 
resolution for the Arab sum- 
mit next week which links 
normalisation with Israel 
with the peace process, a 
senior Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial said Wednesday. 

“During their meeting 
Monday in Cairo, the foreign 
ministers of Egypt, Syria and 
Saudi Arabia agreed on a 
draft resolution,” the Egyp- 
tian official, who asked not to 
be named, told AFP. 

The resolution calls for a 
“reevaluation the process of 
normalisation launched by 
Arab countries if Israel does 
not respect the basis of the 
peace process, particularly 
the principle of land for 
peace," he said. 

Egypt’s foreign minister, 
Amr Musa, meet with his 
Syrian counterpart Farouk A1 
Sharaa and Saudi Foreign 
Minister Saud A1 Faisal in 
Cairo on Monday in a closed- 
door session. 

But the summit in Cairo 
will underline the Arabs’ 
commitment to the peace 
process as a “strategic 
choice,” the official said. 

He said the hardline “prog- 
ramme of the government of 
Israel’s new Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu re- 


duced some of the differences 
which could have come up 
•over the tone of the draft 
resolution." 

The three countries will 
also propose “to Arab heads 
of state reactivating (regular) 
Arab summits to reinforce 
collective Arab action in the 
future," he added. 

“The summit aims basical- 
ly to establish a common 
Arab position to face de- 
velopments in the peace pro- 
cess,” he said, adding that 
“two items are on the agen- 
da: Common Arab action 
and the peace process." 

From the 21 states to 
attend the summit, 14 will be 
represented by their heads of 
state. 

Iraq is the only Arab state 
not to be invited due to rival- 
ries still remaining six years 
after its August 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

Meanwhile Syria rejected a 
call by Mr. Netanyahu to 
hold unconditional negotia- 
tions, saying it had not been 
taken in by his words of 
peace. 

The official Syrian Times 
said fears that the Middle 
East peace process was facing 
its "gravest danger" since its 
launch in 1991 had been justi- 
fied by Mr. Netanyahu’s 
hardline government prog- 


ramme. 

And it raised doubts as to 
“what is meant by pre- 
conditions" after Mr. 
Netanyahu called on Syria, 
Lebanon and Saudi Arabia to 
hold direct talks without any 
pre-conditions. 

"Doesn’t this mean that he 
blows off the basics of the 
peace process" by ignoring 
the principle of land-for- 
peace, the newspaper said. 
“This policy is an open and 
candid contradiction of the 
peace process." 

Mr. Netanyahu * told the 
Israeli parliament as he pre- 
sented his new cabinet on 
Tuesday: “I make an appeal 
to all Arab leaders, and in 
particular President Assad of 
Syria, Lebanon's President 
Hrawi and King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia, let's negotiate 
directly a peace agreement 
which will save the Middle 
East, without pre- 
conditions." 

But he also stressed that 
Israel's security concerns 
would take priority in any 
negotiations with its Arab 
neighbours. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Farez Bouez also said Mr. 
Netanyahu's call to hold un- 
conditional negotiations was 

(Continued on page 7) 


Peace process needs assurances from 
its ‘global partners’ - Prince Hassan 

fi Jordan has national, regional obligations 
to ensure comprehensive peace in Mideast ’ 


From Ayman Ai Safadi 
in Montreal 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan 
Wednesday called on the in- 
ternational community to 
reaffirm its commitment to 
peace in the Middle East and 
stressed the need for assur- 
ances from "the global part- 
ners" in the peace process 


that the peace efforts will stay 
the course in light of the 
Israeli elections that brought 
the hardline Likud back to 
power in Israel. 

In an address to the 
National Council on Canada 
Arab Relations on the third 
and final day of a three-day 
official visit to Canada, the 
Crown Prince said that Jor- 
dan "remains keenly aware 


of' the risks and dangers of a 
derailed peace process. "We 
have national as well as re- 
gional obligations to ensure 
that the achievement of a 
comprehensive peace re- 
mains the prime objective of 
all parties,” he said. 

“Jordan has not only sup- 
ported the regional peace 
process but provided a lead- 
ership role in furthering and 


Netanyahu enters office with 
vow for ’peace' on own terms 


Arab League slams Turkey for 
trying to ’dictate’ Cairo summit 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Arab League on Wednesday 
slammed Turkey for warning 
the upcoming Arab summit 
not to make any pronounce- 
ments hostile to Ankara in its 
disputes with Syria. 

“Turkey has no right to 
dictate to Arab countries the 
resolution which they should 
take to defend their 
sovereignty, water resources 
or dignity." Arab League 
Deputy Secretary General 
Muwafaq Allaf told journal- 
ists. 

■"We had hoped ihat state- 
ments by Turkish officials 
would be reassuring rather 
than increase the Arabs' im- 
pression that Ankara is ignor- 
ing the ties of good- 
neighbourliness with them." 
he added. 

Turkish sources said Tur- 
kish Foreign Minsiter Emre 
Gonensaya sent a letter to his 
Arab counterparts warning 
them nor to "create a rift 
between Turkey and the 
Arab World” by adopting a 
resolution ‘which could 
offend Turkey." 

Turkey's Ambassador to 
Cairo Yasar Yakis met Arab 


League head Esmai Abdul 
Nleguid on Wednesday to dis- 
cuss a dispute between Tur- 
key and Syria and Iraq over 
the waters of the Euphrates 
river. 

• Dr. Abdul Meguid stressed 
to the ambassador "the de- 
termination of the league ro 
arrive at a just solution" to 
the dispute, league sources 
said. 

But the league head also 
expressed his "deep concern" 
at the “latest developments 
on the Turkish -Syrian border 
and the Israel-Turkish naval 
manoeuvres held near Syrian 
shores." 

Mr. Abdul Meguid warned 
that "the joint military man- 
oeuvres of Israel and Turkey 
increase Arab doubts about 
the scope of military accord 
signed by the two countries" 
in February, the sources said. 

The ambassador repeated 
the Turkish position that the 
military accord "is not 
directed at the Arabs.” the 
sources_said.. 

" Arab countries nave also 
strongly condemned as a 
threat to their security the 
Israeli-TTurkish military 


cooperation accord, under 
which their two air forces can 
notably train in each other s 
skies. 

Turkey said Wednesday it 
would refuse all dialogue 
with Syria until Damascus 
stopped what Ankara de- 
scribes as its support for ter- 
rorism. 

Speaking to journalists a 
day after Syria urged talks to 
prevent an escalation in ten- 
sion along the border. Tur- 
kish Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Omer Akbel said Syria 
must stop supporting terror- 
ism before talks could take 
place. 

"The first condition. of any 
significant talks between Tur- 
key and Syria is that Syria 
must stop supporting terror- 
ism.” Mr. Akbel said. 

Syria has denied massing 
troops on its border with 
.Turkey but accused Ankara 
of building up its own forces 
. on the desert frontier as rela- 
tions between the two coun- 
tries have deteriorated over 
the water dispute and over 
Turkish accusations that 

(Continued on page 7) 


Combined agency dis- 
patches 

BENYAMIN NETANY- 
AHU moved into Israeli 
office Wednesday, complet- 
ing a shift of power that has 
alarmed Arabs who fear for 
the future of the fragile peace 
process. 

In his inaugural address 
Tuesday, Mr. Netanyahu cal- 
led on Syria, Lebanon and 
Saudi Arabia to negotiate 
peace “without precondi- 
tions" — a reference to 
Syria's past insistence that 
Israel agree to a total return 
of the Golan Heights before 
details of a peace treaty are 
worked out. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
would negotiate with the 


Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) but warned that 
Israel’s army would have 
“ftill freedom of action to act 
against terrorism.” Chasing 
suspects into autonomous 
Palestinian cities would 
violate the Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) accords. 

Mr. Netanyahu, at 46 the ; 
country’s youngest leader, 
told Shimon Peres, the 72- 
year-old Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate be defeated on May 
29, that together they should 
work for peace. Mr. Netany- 
ahu later held his first cabinet 
meeting. 

“Despite the differences 
between us, perhaps even 
deep differences, the thing 
that unites us is the thing that 


unites the entire country — 
.and that's the desire to see 
the state of Israel marching 
forward to the 21st century 
assured of protection and 
achieving peace with our 
neighbours," Mr. Netany- 
ahu, the Likud party leader, 
said at the official handover 
ceremony. 

Arab leaders — worried 
about Likud’s avowed plans 
to revive a Jewish settlement 
boom in occupied lands and 
rejection of land-for-peace 
policies — have scheduled 
the first Arab summit in six 
years in Cairo on Saturday. 

New Foreign Minister 
David Levy asserted that 
Arab leaders planning the 

(Continued oa page 7)^* 


Ekeus seeks access to Iraqi 
sites amid hostile reception 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
U.N. envoy Rolf Ekeus was 
branded a "liar" and a tool of 
the United States as be began 
a mission here Wednesday to 
urge Iraq to stop preventing 
his inspectors from searching 
sites suspected of harbouring 
banned weapons material. 

Mr. Ekeus, chairman of 
the U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) on disarming 
Iraq, arrived in Baghdad 
from Bahrain and was to start 
talks here late Wednesday 
with Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz and other senior. 
■Iraqis. U.N. officials said. 

He said in Bahrain Tues- 
day that “Iraq must allow the 
inspection team to visit and 
inspect immediately and un- 


conditionally, all the sites, all 
the installations and all the 
equipment that we deem 
necessary.” 

The former Swedish diplo- 
mat arrived with bis personal 
staff and Nikita Smidovich, a 
Russian ballistic weapons ex- 
pert whose team was denied 
complete or partial access to 
five sites during a five-day 
standoff last week. 

Mr. Ekeus told the Saudi 
daily Al Asharq Al Awsat 
meanwhile that Iraq re- 
mained a “threat to the re- 
gion” because it still had at 
least six missiles and their 
launchers. 

A site at Abu Gharib west 
of Baghdad, which the Iraqis 
barred access to last week. 


may contain “nuclear mate- 
rial other material, linked to 
missiles and documents on 
arms purchases,” he also told 
the newspaper. 

Iraq said Friday that in- 
spections of the Republican 
Guard sites could only take 
place in the presence of Mr. 
Ekeus and Mr. Aziz, but its 
terms were rejected by the 
U.N. Security Council which 
has demanded unconditional 
access. 

A team of 54 inspectors led 
by Mr. Smidovich was pulled 
out of Iraq on Sunday by the 
U.N. and returned to Man- 
ama after Iraq for five days 
refused access to Republican 

(Continued on page 7) 


strengthening its imple- 
mentation." Prince Hassan 
told the gathering, which was 
also attended by the Cana- 
dian Jewish .Congress . 

By virtue of its geographic 
and cultural proximity to 
Palestine. Jordan does not 
have the luxury of "isolating 
ourselves from the economic 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. moves 
to tighten 
sanctions on 
Libya, Iran 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The House of Representa- 
tives voted overwhelmingly 
Wednesday to tighten sanc- 
tions on Iran and Libya set- 
ting the stage for a new show- 
down over unilateral sanc- 
tions with U.S. allies. 

Members of the 435-seat 
Lower House voted 415-0 in 
favour of the Iran oil sanc- 
tions act, which calls for U.S. 
sanctions on oil companies 
that invested S40 million or 
more in Iranian oil and gas in 
a single year. 

The provision would tight- 
en a trade embargo President 
Bill Clinton slapped on Iran 
in June 1994 as part of a drive 
to isolate the regime, which 
Washington accuses of sup- 
porting terrorism. 

The measure would also 
empower the president to 
sanction companies that 
violate U.N. embargoes 
against Libya, imposed be- 
cause of Tripoli's refusal to 
hand over two suspects in the 
1988 bombing of a U.S. jet- 
liner m which 270 people 
died. 

Mr. Ginton supports the 
legislation. A similar bin has 
already passed the 100-seat 
Senate. The House and Sen- 
ate versions were expected to 
be reconciled by a conference 
committee. 

House passage of the bill 
comes three months after Mr. 
Clinton signed a law allowing 
former owners of property 
seized by Fidel Castro's 
Cuban government to sue 
U.S. courts foreign firms that 
have benefited from invest- 
ment in confiscated property 
in Cuba that was owned by 
U.S. nationals. 






U.S., Jordan begin new round 
of joint military exercises June 


A cleaning woman cleans the floor of the International Convention Centre in Cairo on Wednesday, two days before 
an Arab summit is due to take place there . At least 11 Arab leaders will attend the summit in an attempt to form 
a solid Arab front (Reuters photo) 

Summit hopes to keep dogs of war at bay 


CAIRO i AFP) — Arab lead- 
ers bold a two-day summit 
here next week amid fears that 
new right-wing Israeli leader 
Benyamin Netanyahu could 
stall the peace process plung- 
ing the region once more into 
a spiral of violence. 

“A though Arab countries 
are ready to give Mr. 
Netanyahu the benefit of the 
doubt." according to Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa, 
they fear they risk a return to 
the almost daily bloodshed 
that plagued the area for 
decades. 

"The new leaders in Israel 
are only too aware of die dan- 
gers of moving away from the 
peace process," warned Mah- 
moud Abbas, one of the archi- 
tects of the Palestiirian-Israeli 
peace accords. 

"Such a move could take us 
back to the level of confronta- 
tion which existed before the 
signing of the declaration of 
principles in September 
1993." which led to the stag- 
gered launch of Palestinian 


self-rule in the Gaza Strip and 
most major West Bank towns. 

His fears were echoed by 
Said Kamal, Arab League 
deputy secretary general for 
Palestinian affairs. 

"Israel will be faced with a 
new intifada in the short term 
if it puts into practice the poli- 
cies outlined by Netanyahu" 
in his campaign, he said, refer- 
ring to the seven-year Pales- 
tinian uprising, when Israeli 
soldiers were pitted daily 
agains t angry youngsters in 
the territories. 

It is a measure of the 
strength of their fears that 
Arab states managed to put 
aside their deep divisions to 
call the fust, summit in 5ix 
years from June 22-23 in 
Cairo'after the upset election 
result. 

Mr. Netanyahu squeezed out 
peace architect incumbent 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
in the May 29 polls playing on 
voters’ security fears and rul- 
ing out further land conces- 
sions to the Arabs in return for 


peace. 

The programme of the new 
coalition government rejects 
any Palestinian state, the divi- 
sion of Jerusalem and the 
return of the Golan Heights to 
Syria and pledges instead to 
increase Jewish settlements on 
the West Bank. 

"This programme closes the 
circle of peace and completely 
returns us to ideological con- 
flict" said Hassan Asfour. 
director-general of the Pales- 
tinian National Authority's 
negotiations department. 

**It means a widening of the 
political and popular con- 
frontation," he said. 

In the two weeks since Mr. 
Netanyahu’s victory ^ ihere 
have a series of bloody 
reminders of the violence con- 
stantly simmering under the 
surface of daily life. 

Hizbollah guerrillas, who 
have killed nine Israeli sol- 
diers since the polls, pledged 
on June 10 to turn southern 
Lebanon into a "volcano" to 
force Israeli forces out of the 


occupied border strip. 

.And three Israelis have been 
killed in Israel and on the West 
Bank in apparently random 
shootings blamed on Pales- 
tinians. 

Ironically both die Israeli 
interna! security agency Shin 
Bet and Palestinian security 
chiefs have warned that con- 
tinued negotiations are the 
only way to prevent further^ 
violence. “If die extreme ten- 
dancies (in Israel) win the day, 
previous tensions will return 
the region to the era of ncither- 
war-nor-pcace. draining die 
human and economic 
resources of all." said Osama 
A1 Baz. political adviser tb 
Egyptian 1 ' President Hostti 
Mubarak. A senior Arab 
League official said the 
prospect of Likud hardliner 
and former Defence Minister 
.Ariel Sharon as housing min- 
ister would signal “die return 
of die policy of settlements 
and leave the Palestinians with 
just two choices: To leave, or 
launch a new intifada.’’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — The U.S. and 
Jordan will begin a session 
of joint military training 
exercises in the southern 
desert of the Kingdom on 
June 21. a joint statement 
by the two sides said 
Wednesday. 

It will be the second Jor- 
danian-American joint mil- 
itary exercises this year and 
is part of a military cooper- 
ation programme launched 
in 1981. ~ 

Armed forces of the two 
countries staged a joint 
training exercise in early 
May at the Azraq air force 
base north of Amman. 
Advanced jet lighters, 
including F-16s of the type 
that Jordan is expected to 
receive this year took part 
in the exercises codenamed 
“Eager Tiger." 

The June 21 -July 10 
exercises, ■ codenamed 
"Infinite Moonlight.” will 
involve sailors and marines 
from the U.S. Sixth Reel 
and Jordanian Armed 
Forces units, said the joint 
statement. 

The event, which will 
take place at Qatraneh 
south of Amman, “will 
allow U.S. Navy amphibi- 


ous forces and Jordanian 
armed forces to train side- 
by-side. strengthening the 
mi I itary-to- military rela- 

tionship and enhancing 
coordination and coopera- 
tion between U.S. and Jor- 
danian forces,” it said. 

"The exercise is pan of 
the ongoing bilateral exer- 
cise programme between 
the United States military 
forces of the U.S. Central 
Command and the military 
forces of the Kingdom of 
Jordan,” it added. 

The American personnel 
taking part in the exercise 
will arrive by ship in 
Aqaba. 

Meanwhile, an American 
air force unit was preparing 
to leave Jordan after taking 
part 'in the May exercises 
and also flying surveillance 
flights over southern Iraq. 

The “Air Expeditionary 
Force (AEF).” which con- 
sisted of 34 American fight- 
er jets and mid-air fuelling 
aircraft, arrived in Jordan in 
April and started the sur- 
veillance flights. 

For a few days in May, 
part of the unit joined the 
“Eager Tiger" exercises. 

Officials said the pres- 
ence of the unit in Jordan 
also offered Jordanian air 
force pilots to train on F-I6 


planes ahead of the expect- 
ed delivery' of 16 of the 
same type of aircraft to the 
Kingdom. 

They said no Jordanian 
pilot took part in the sur- 
veillance flights over south- 
ern Iraq. The surveillance 
flights are part of the imple- 
mentation of a U.N. Securi- 
ty Council resolution 
adopted in 1994 after Iraq 
reportedly massed troops 
near its border with Kuwait, 
raising fears that it might 
stage another invasion of 
the emirate it occupied for 
seven months in 1990 and 
1991. - 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment said last week that the 
Clinton administration had 
notified Congress of the 
intention to supply 16 F- 
16s to Jordan and that no 
hurdles were expected in 
congressional approval for 
the move. 

Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums said the 
fighter planes could be 
delivered to Jordan as early 
as July. 

General John Sha- 
likashvili. chairman of the 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
discussed Jordanian-Amer- 
ican military cooperation 
during a visit here this 
month. Gen. Shalikashvili 


also visited the AEF unit £ 
Azraq. 

The most senior Araeri 
can military officer tol 
reporters upou his depai 
ture after the one-day visi 
that he was highl 
impressed by the level c 
cooperation between th 
armed forces of the U.S 
and Jordan and that Wash 
ington was working on fui 
ther military assistance ti 
Jordan. 

He indicated that arme< 
tanks, helicopters and mill 
tary equipment were pai 
of the U.S. assistance to th> 
Kingdom. 

In addition, the AEF uni 
also helped Jordan upgradi 
facilities at the Azraq ai 
base to receive and accom 
modate F-16 planes and i 
leaving behind part of chi 
equipment it brought wit! 
it. 

A senior U.S. Defence 
Department official, Under- 
secretary for Personnel and 
Readiness Edwin Dom, vis- 
ited Amman last week and 
held talks with Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Reid Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Mirai on U.S.-Jordanian 
military ties. 


Levy, new Israeli foreign minister, 
poised to be embattled moderate 


New Israeli defence chief once framed by Shin Bet 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — David Levy, the 
foreign minister charged with keep- 
ing Israel's fragile new relations in the 
Arab World alive, is poised to emerge 
as a powerful moderate voice in a cab- 
inet that counts a number of outspo- 
ken hardliners. 

But he may lack the power to make 
key decisions about the future of the 
peace process, a prerogative which 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
is expected to guard zealously. 

“Levy will be following 
Netanyahu's lead, he will be doing 
more organising of things decided." 
said Daniel Elazar. head of the 
Jerusalem centre for public affairs. 
"He will have some inpuL but Mr. 
Netanyahu will be doing the cooking 
here." 

Mr. Levy. 59. is remembered as hav- 
ing been an effective, if perhaps 
undramaric. foreign minister when he 
first held the post under the last Likud 
government, that of Yitzhak Shamir. 

Mr. Netanyahu, buoyed by a man- 
date as Israel’s first directly elected 
prime minister, has made foreign pol- 
icy his forte in the past as a deputy 
foreign minister and opposition 
leader. 

The two men will have to overcome 
a history of acrimonious relations that 
reached a low in 1993 when Mr. 
Netanyahu implicitly charged that 
Levy was involved in trying to black- 
mail him with a cassette about an 
extra-marital affair. 

Mr. Levy showed his independence 
on Tuesday when he announced short- 
ly before Kir. Netanyahu was to pre- 
sent his cabinet to pariiamnent that he 
would not join the government if the 
hawkish Ariel Sharon — paradoxical- 
ly a long-time political ally of Mr. 
Levy — was not also named’ a minis- 
ter. 

Mr. Netanyahu had been seeking to 
minimise Mr. Sharon's role in govern- 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's 
new defence minister, 
Yitzhak Mordecbai, is a 
recently retired general 
who once counted the 
country's own Shin Bet 
secret service as his most 
dangerous enemy. 

In a scandal that rocked 
Israel 12 years ago. the 
Shin Bet tried to frame Mr. 
Mordechai for the killing of 
two Palestinian guerrillas 
who were beaten to death 
after commandos stormed 
an Israeli bus hijacked to 
the occupied Gaza Strip. 

Emerging unscathed, he 
served as the chief of each 
of the Israeli army's three 
regional commands, deal- 
ing with security along the 
northern borders with 
Lebanon and Syria and 
inside the Occupied West 


Bank. 

Mr. Mordechai. 52, joined 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
Likud, after considering an 
offer from Shimon Peres’s 
Labour Party, a year ago. 

He bad the "right stuff’: 
military credentials to forti- 
fy Mr. Netanyahu’s pledge 
of peace with security and 
his ethnic roots — Mr. 
Mordecbai is of Kurdish 
descent and popular with 
Likud’s power base of 
Jews from North African 
and Arab countries. 

His views on Arab-Israeli 
peace are not completely 
clear. On entering politics 
he said he hoped to prevent 
Israeli territorial conces- 
sions that would put the 
Jewish state at risk. But 
Mr. Netanyahu was the 
Likud’s main spokesmen 


during the recent election 
campaign and Mr. 
Mordechai's voice was sel- 
dom heard. 

Mr. Mordechai's 33-year 
military career almost 
ended in 1984 when evi- 
dence manufactured by the 
Shin Bet — whose agents 
had killed the two bus 
hijackers — pointed an 
accusing finger at Mr. 
Mordecbai. who had admit- 
ted to pistol-whipping the 
Arabs. 

He was acquitted by a 
state inquiry after a seven- 
minute hearing and testi- 
mony from soldiers who 
said the Shin Bet had taken 
the men away alive after 
Mr. Mordechai struck the 
two Palestinians. 

The head of the Shin Bet 
ultimately resigned over the 


Yitzhak Mordechai 

cover-up and conspiracy. 
He and three other agency 
officials were grunted pres- 
idential immunity from 
prosecution. 


David Levy 

mem to give him a freer hand in deal- 
ing with peace issues. 

But after hours of tense negotia- 
tions, the prime minister finally caved 
in to Mr. Levy and offered Sharon a 
newly created but potentially power- 
ful infrastructure ministry to run. 
Levy in turn agreed to take up the for- 
eign ministry. 

Mr. Levy's main policy challenge, 
as he appeared to acknowledge in 
recent remarks, will be to maintain the 
breakthroughs in the Arab World that 
came in the wake of the 1993 Oslo 
agreement that launched Palestinian 
self-rule. 

He told journalists shortly after the 
May 29 elections that "the peace 
process with the Palestinians is 
absolutely vital to the government and 
we are aware of it." - 

He said that a departure from the 
Oslo agreement would lead to "great 


tension with Arab countries that have 
relations with Israel." 

"Oslo will continue but with more 
emphasis on security and consensus 
among Israelis,” Mr. Levy said 

Hardline voices in the Mr. 
Netanyahu government have spoken 
of 

revamping the agreement and of not 
implementing ah Israeli commitment 
to redeploy troops in the West Bank 
city of Hebron. 

“I can certainly imagine a cabinet 
debate (about) the building of a new 
settlement in the West Bank and Levy 
opposing it.” said a former Labour 
government official who asked not to 
be identified." I think he will be a 
moderating influence, but we do not 
know what the prime minister will 
do.” 

Mr. Levy does not speak English 
and comes from humble origins, hav- 
ing worked as a bricklayer after immi- 
grating to Israel from Morocco aged 
18. 

He catapulted from being a trade 
unionist to a Knesset member in 1969. 
and gained his first cabinet post in 
1977. His credentials as a moderate 
are not absolute: as housing minister 
he did oversee large-scale Jewish set- 
tlement construction in the West 
Bank. 

Mr. Levy raised eyebrows in his 
own party with a Knesset speech after 
the Gulf war in which he declared that 
Israel would sooner or later have to 
negotiate with Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip who were 
cheering Iraqi Scud missile attacks 
against the Jewish state. 

U.S. Secretary of State James Baker 
credited Mr. Levy with making a key 
contribution in piecing together the 
October 1991 Madrid conference that 
brought Israel, the Palestinians and 
Arab states together in face-to-face 
negotiations for the first time. 
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IORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 77.?///. /V 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


15KM 

15:30 

... Double Dragon (Canotml 
NBA 

' 16:40 


17:00 


17:02 

Children's Programme — Les Pol- 

liurds 

17:30 

Varieties — - Les Monde Esi A 

19:00 

Vou» 

19:15 


19J5 


20:00 

Varieties— Taratara 

21:10 


22:00 


2235 

Feature Film — •’Coach of the 

03:50 . 

Year" 

PRAYER TIMES 



iij7 . 


16:17 


19:47 . 


21:24 

isha 


CHURCHES 

St. Marj’ or Nazareth Church 
Swdfiefa, Tel. HIII740 
Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
AEftf. 

SL Joseph Cbuirh Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
#*37440. 

De fa Salic Church Tel. (ml 757 


Terrasancta Church Tel: 622360 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
n2354J. 

Anglican Church Tel. 652X26. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 

7752m. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. > ' I7 Sj. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
K24UX. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 

cregadon Tel: S45J57 

The Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-Day Saints Tel. <*54932 

Church of Nazarme Td.675M|. 

The Evangelical Local Church hi 

Amman 

Tel. XI IW 

English -speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 0141911 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment til Meteorology. 

Temperatures are expected Id 
rise slightly with mndcralc weal her 
conditions continuing to prevail 
and winds northwesterly mudcr.ilc 
lo active. In Aqaba, winds will he 
nurtherlv mode rale and seas calm. 


Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 

Ai|ahn 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


]*£*) 

21 .* 35 

14 32 

... 21 iSS 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 2K Aqaha 35. Humidity- 
readings: Amman 42 per cent. 
Aqaha 33 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Majid AI Sha'cr 790405 

Dr. Fukhcr Bclhcisi 663412 

Dr. Adnan Zaghfoul XWI40 

Dr. Payer Dabbus 75*4 1 55 

Ftras pharmacy <*>1912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77X336 

AI Ascitn pharmacy .; 6371)55 

Nainmkh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 63673(1 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy fi376M) 

Nairtmjh pharmacy .......... 623672 

Najih pharmacy 847632 

1RBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amnch 2500X0 

AI Oud> pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. A tram Haddad 9X5550 

Khaiifch pharmacy 9X5417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 63U34 1 


Civil Defence Emergency I«6> 

Rescue Police 192. 621 1 1 1 . 637777 

Fire Brigade 61711)1 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police X434U2 

Traffic Police 89639(1 

Public Security Dcpan mail 6JU32I 

Hotel Complaints 605X00 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Waicr und Sewerage 

Compbims W7467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7X7111 

Telephone information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Gills iijtirui 

Central Amman Telephone 

Rcpaift 623101 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs 66]|(l| 

Jordan Television 7751 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774m 

Water Authority 6X01011 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

XI 56 1 5 

Electric Power 

Company 636581 

RJ Flight Information .... (K-532UU 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport UK-332UI 

Hospitals 

AMMAN? 

Hussein Medical Centre XI3HI.V32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn^^XI/ft 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

_ _ _ 642441/2 

J a hoi Amman Maternity .... 641362 

Malhas.J. Amman 63hI4d 

Palestine. Shmcisani 60707] 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital K45X45 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 


The Islamic. Ahdali . 

AI-Ahli. Ahdali 

Italian. AI-Muhajrecn 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrufich 

Array.SMarku 

Ouccn Alia Hospital ... 

Amal Hospital 

The Arab Centre for 
Special Surgery 


. 666127/37 
664164/6 
.. 777101/3 

775111/26 

. H9I6II/I5 
. 602240/50 

607155 

Heart and 
K65199 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Gi ivi I i< ispital jin WS 3523 
Zarqj National Hospital 

(IWMmSMi 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)9X6732 

AI lliknu Mi dan Hospital .. (WrWtWtl 

uffink 

Princess &c*na ItiMpiuf* .. . (« 0275555 
Greek Catholic i Unpilal (02 J272275 

Ihn AI Ndfccsf inspitul ("2)247|(li 

AQABA: 

Princess I lay* I tnspul (95(3 UI! | 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infonruihiD is supplied h i 
Royal Jordanian f RJ) infnrmathin 
department at the Oueen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. WLLOTJli. 
.■>. where It should a/wais he von- 
lied. Information on other flights 
can he supplied on phone (UK) 
VTtXl. 



ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 

08:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

10:05 Dhahran. Riyadh I RJ) 

10-JO Beirut (RJ) 

I0d0 New Delhi (RJ) 

I0J5 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

• 1*00 Colombo (RJ ) 

11:30 

AI 'Ain. Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 
1—40 London (add)(RJ| 

,7 *30 London (RJ) 

17:30 Casablanca (RJ) 

1*15 Athens (RJ) 

2tk00 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

20d» Moscow (RJ) 

20:38 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
21:40 .... Abu Dhabi. AI 'Ain(Rj) 

22*15 Rntnc(Rj) 

00=15 La moot (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Ahu Dhabi. Dnha(GF) 

Riyadh tSV) 

.. Shariiph (AH) 

Cairo (MS) 

Paris. Damascus (AFl 

Beirut (ME) 

Istanbul (TK) 

Amsterdam i KL) 

London (KJ) 

Rome (AZ) 

Amalia (TK) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 

03.-00 

AI "Ain. Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 


13:40 
14:00 ..... 

14:40 

20:35 

2th55 

21:10 

23:20 

23:40 

00:25 ...,. 

03:00 

03:35 


Dubai (add) 

JJHf .. Beirut (RJ) 

j*j| Ahu Dhabi. AI Ain (R) 

Amsterdam. Montreal. Toromu 

<n v (RJ) 

... Amsterdam. Chicago ( RJ ] 

Paris | RJ) 

13:15-. Ahu Dhabi. AI Ain (RJ) 

Alberts (RJ) 

JfH London (RJ, 

Jeddah f RJ) 

; Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

rr -r® ■■■■■■ , Ahu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
OfIS Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJi 
04:45 Cairo (RJ) 

Other nights 

Athens (OA) 

v: Istanbul (TK) 

Z.:?* Bonn. London* BA 1 

Beirut (ME) 

■" Tk ■Uysdbisvi 

ic’an " AhU 0hahl - Ai ’Ain.(GF) 

liS Riyadh (SV) 

Algiers f AH 1 

Damascus. Paris (AF) 

OeiSJ Rome (AZ) 

Amalia (TK) 

Royal Wings <RW) Flights 
10:00 

Aqaba (from Murka Airport) 

IRW) 

20^0 Aqaba (from OAl A) (RW) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep. Amman . .s tKi u.m ocry Monday 
Arr. Damascus 5:0H p.m .every Monday 
Dep. Damascus 7’ 30 a.m. every Seiuby 

Arr. Amman . .. 5;UM p.m every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper lim er price in fils per A t*. 


Apricot .... 

Banana 

Banana (Mu 
Banana (imi 
Cabbage ... 

Carrot 

Caul i Hi we. 
Cucumber (I 
Cucumber (• 
Eggplant . . 

Garlic 

Lemon ... . 
Marrow (lar 
Marrow- sma 
Mulukhiah 
Onion (Jrv ) 

Okra 

Orange 

Ptfa 

Peach 

Pepper (hot 

Pepper (swe 

Potato 
String Bean 
Sweet mclor 
Tomato .... 
Water mcloi 


tbkjbb 

.... AOUKKKl 
.... HIH2H 

7WV550 

711/ SO 

I.Wtt 

.... 2HIV170 

9(1/61) 

... 1411/90 
... 2un/i*i 
.... nSW-HM 

.... 77IWB1 
... I5HMW) 
.. 220 1 1511 

IjatpJO 

.... l.W») 
... 9511/ 6(10 

4HV30D 

471031111 

tfXWOO 

. 4»ll .• 32(1 

.... 3HKW0 

25Ulnd 

... 5W) / 350 
... 360 / 240 

I HMD 

.... J«i <7U 


t 
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Princess Sarvath to deliver keynote address at 

Friday 


Canada’s New Brunswick College 


MONTREAL (J.T.) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Sarvath will Friday deliver 
a keynote address at a 
graduation ceremony at the 
St. John-based New 
Brunswick College which 
has been cooperating with 
Princess Sarvath Commu- 
nity College on a number 
of programmes for the last 
10 years. 

The Brunswick College 
has helped fund early child- 
hood education programme 
which Princess Sarvath 
College started a decade 
ago. 

The two colleges have 
also been cooperating in 
the two-year old le arnin g 
difficulties programme 
which Princess Sarvath 
College launched to help 
train Ministry of Education 
and private school teachers 
detect, diagnose and deal 
'-fyith learning difficulties 
that young students have. 

During a meeting with 
officials at the Canadian 
Association of Community 
Colleges (ACCC) earlier 
this week. Princess Sarvath. 
who is accompanying His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on an official 
visit to Canada, briefed 
Canadian officials on the 
progress of the programme 
and discussed with them 
means of further enhancing 
cooperation. The Princess 


and Tom Norton, who is on 
the hoard of trustees of the 
ACCC, also discussed 
means of ensuring the sus- 
tainability of the learning 
difficulties programme and 
explored the possibilities of 
making the college a 
regional centre that would 
train specialists in Jordan 
and the region on dealing 
with learning difficulties 
among young students. 

The ACCC has been com- 
missioned by the Canadian 
Agency for International 
Development to proceed 
on cooperating with 
Princess Sarvath College 
in the learning difficulties 
programme which provides 
unique tr ainin g for teachers 
and enable them to help 
students overcome die seri- 
ous problems that learning 
difficulties can cause as 
they go on pursuing their 
education. Learning diffi- 
culties account for a good 
percentage of school 
dropouts among students. 
Students can be helped if 
they are looked after by 
professionals who can help 
them in their learning 
process. 

Nine Ministry of Educa- 
tion teachers have received 
special training on learning 
difficulties in Canada 
through the programme 
sponsored by the Princess 
Sarvath College. 



On Tuesday, Princess 
Sarvath, who is the hon- 
orary president of the Jor- 
dan Red Crescent Society, 
visited the Canadian Red 
Cross Society which is cel- 
ebrating its centennial and 
met with its chief executive 
officer and president. 
Princess Sarvath briefed 
officials at the society on 
the activities of the Jordan- 
ian Red Crescent and dis- 
cussed with them possibil- 


ities of future cooperation 
between the Jordanian Red 
Crescent and the Canadian 
Red Cross. The Princess 
was also briefed on the 
activities of the Red Cross 
Society and the services it 
offers. 

Th Princess is accompa- 
nied on her visit by the 
director of the Princess Sar- 
vath College,. Radhi A1 
Waqfi. 


l\inis meeting to endorse 
MEMTTA charter 




By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The General 
Assembly of Middle East 
Mediterranean Travel and 
Tourism Association 
(MEMTTA) will officially 
convene for the first time 
next week in Tunis to 
endorse its charter and to 
register members. 

Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Saleh Irsheidat 
and Ministry Secretary 
General Akram Masarweh 
will head a delegation of 
members of Jordan’s 
tourism sector including 
president of the Jordan 
Society of Tourist and Trav- 
el Agents Association 
Lami’ Haddadin and Nicola 
Sabanekh, Manager of the 
^’•‘Jordan Travel Bureau and 
acting vice president of 
MEMTTA’s executive 
council. 

According to Mr Masar- 
weh ,who serves on 
MEMTTA’s board of gov- 
ernors , the first general 
assembly will begin to 
tackle a unified marketing 


policy for the Middle East 
and discuss the possibility 
of adding new members to 
MEMTTA’s eight-member 
roster. 

MEMTTA, one of the 
three regional economic 
bodies initiated during the 
Middle East And North 
African Economic Summit 
hosted in Amman last year, 
was lauded as the “first 
fruit “of MENA , and was 
established with the hope of 
transforming the Middle 
East into the “next global 
super destination ." It will 
operate as the regional 
coordinating body for trav- 
el and tourism of the Mid- 
dle East/Mediterranean 
region. 

Jordan, Egypt „ Israel, the 
Palestinian National 
Authority , Cyprus, Moroc- 
co and Tunisia first signed 
the organisation’s charter, 
developed under the aus- 
pices of the Regional Eco- 
nomic Development Work- 
ing Group (REDWG),dur- 
ing the summit .Since that 
time .Turkey has also let its 
signature to the charter . 


The association’s, prima- 
ry mission is to “organise 
“tourism and increase trav- 
el to the region by harmon- 
ising laws and regulations 
governing the industry 
throughout the region it 
also plans to provide educa- 
tion and training, establish 
a database on travel trends 
and carry out marketing 
activities . 

“MEMTTA will be able 
to provide a great number 
of benefits to its members if 
they take it seriously,:said 
Mr.Sabanekh.'There are 
many fields that need spe- 
cial activities and attention, 
such as visa formalilities , 
joint programmes , and, 
something very important 
for Ionian, marketing 
abroad and a database of 
the area’s statistics." 

The public-private sector 
body is governed by a 
council of governors, of 
ministers and secretaries 
general who set policy , 
while an executive council , 
constituting members of the 
private sector, over sees the 
organisation's activities. 
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Palestinians 
end RSS 
course 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A group 
of 10 Palestinian engineers 
and technicians working at 
^ West Bank and Gaza hospi- 
tals Wednesday ended a three 
-month training course at the 
Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) which was funded by 
the Japanese International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA). 

In a speech at the gradua- 
tion ceremony RSS Vice 
president Said Allusb said 
that the JICA has promised to 
finance future RSS's training 
programmes for the Pales- 
tinians in different fields . 

Dr Alloush said that the 
RSS offered and will contin- 
ue to offer its facilities for the 
Palestinian trainees to ensure 
the best possible services for 
the Palestinian institutions. 

Mr Seisuke Shimizu, the 
first secretary at the Japanese 
embassy in Amman, said 
that technical cooperation 
between Japan and the RSS 
• has contributed to the 
** strengthening of Jordanian 
Japanese ties. 

RSS officials said that two 
further training courses in 
medical equipment mainte- 
nance have been planned for 
the coming two years at the 
RSS with JICA funding . 


Ministry moves 
against beggars 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Social 
Development Wednes- 
day announced that it 
was taking measures jto 
end street pegging. 

A ministry statement 
said that the measures 
were called for after it 
noted an increase in the 
number of beggars. 

Minister of Social 
Development Hamad 
Abu Jamous who 
announced measures 
Wednesday said that 
there was need for such 
campaign especially 
against certain beggars 
who pretend to have dis- 
abilities and beg from 
pedestrians and 

motorists near traffic 
lights and around places 
or worship. 

The Minister urged the 
public to ignore these 
beggars and those who 
pretend to be homeless 
and refuse to help them, 
and to contact the social 
defence department at 
his ministry to help the 
concerned authorities. 

He said that needy 
people can get financial 
and other aid from the 
National Aid Fund and 


other institutions which 
study their social condi- 
tions before providing 
them with financial 
assistance or rehabilita- 
tion programmes to 
enable them to earn a 
decent living. 

In April the Ministry 
of Social Development 
announced that 60 beg- 
gars and homeless per- 
sons were picked up in 
round-ups around the 
country by ministry 
officials and were 
referred to the Public 
Security Department or 
the National Aid Fund 
to help process then- 
cases. 

The statement said 
that the 60 people 
detained ranged in age 
from seven to 60 years. 

A 1960 law prohibits 
begging and as such 
many of the detained 
individuals normally 
face court charges , 
according to the min- 
istry which said some 
of the beggars came to 
Jordan from neighbour- 
ing Arab countries and 
others have made a pro- 
fession of begging. 


Jordan-Dutch 

society 

formed 

AMMAN (J.T. ) — A Jor- 
danian -Dutch Friendship 
Society has recently been 
formed in Amm an in order 
to bolster cultural, social 
and economic relations 
between the Netherlands 
and the Kingdom. 

Society Chairman Raouf 
Abu Jaber said that the 
society aimed at boosting 
friendly relations through 
the exchange of visits by 
people from the two coun- 
tries,^ exchange of cul- 
tural activities ,tbe organi- 
sation of lectures and 
sports events . 

Dr Abu Jaber, who is 
honorary consul of the 
Netherlands in the King- 
dom said that the 10-mem- 
ber society board formed 
Monday has elected Aris 
Bruyin and Samir 
Metawe’ as advisers to the 
board which includes 
Hanna Odeh, Paula 
Sayegb, Nabil Hamoudeb, 
Thabet A1 Taher, Osama 
Ai Shahed. Ibrahim Abul 
Yaman, EUe Saaf , Thea 
Faqes and Ihsan Azmi 
Farah. 


Princess Rahma heads Jordan’s 
delegation to Montana Forum 


AMMAN (J.T.)— Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Rahma Bent Al Hassan will 
receive on behalf of HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan the 
“Prix De La Fondation" 
-.the Crans-Montana 
International Forum’s 
Peace Prize, from the Presi- 
dent of the Swiss Federa- 
tion Jea-Pascal Delamuraz. 
On this occasion. Princess 
Rahma will deliver a 
speech on behalf of the 
Crown Prince at the open- 
ing session of the forum 
which will convene in 
Switzerland oo Thursday . 

The Jordanian delegation 
to the forum includes forty 
personalities representing 
the public and private sec- 
tors as well as leading pub- 
lic corporations, members 
of the Upper House and the 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment , present and former 
ministers and business 
leaders from the private and 
public sectors, presidents of 
universities, academics . 
businessmen , and informa- 
tion specialists. 

The Jordanian Institute of 
Diplomacy (ID) is organis- 
ing the Jordanian participa- 
tion in the Crans-Montana 
ForunLPrmce Hassan 
deputised his adviser, the 
President of the (ID) Mazin 


Armouti to deliver the 
keynote speech at the ses- 
sion on “Peace and Beyond 
in tire Middle East: a Jor- 
danian View”.also speaking 
at this session will be a 
number of heads of states, 
economists, and parliamen- 
tarians from the Middle 
East, Europe ami the United 
States. 

The programme of the 
forum includes a plenary 
session dedicated to Jordan, 
where Senator Kamel Abu 
Jaber will deliver a speech 
on behalf of Crown Prince 
Hassan on “Jordan in the 
Regional Context". Anoth- 
er speaker will be the presi- 
dent of the Jordan Cement 
Manufacturing Company’s 
board of directors Bassam 
Saket 

As for the special ses- 
sion,” investment opportu- 
nities in Jordan *1t will 
inclade presentations by the 
Ministry of Pl anning Secre- 
tary General Nabeel 
Amman , Director General 
of Amman Stock Exchange 
Market Umayya Toukan, 
and Director General of the 
Investment Promotion Cor- 
poration Taleb Al Rifai. 
This session will be attend- 
ed by a number of business 
leaders and economists 
from around the worid. 




Her Royal Highness Princess Rahma Bint Al Hassan 

'Within the framework of 
the Jordanian participation 
in the forum, a variety of 
activities to promote Jordan 
will be organised . Chief 
among those is a “Jordan- 
ian Night “which will be 
opened by Sharif Jamil Ben 
Nasser who will deliver a 


speech on behalf of Prince 
Hassan. 

The Crans-Montana 
Forum which will end June 
23, is one of the leading 
intellectual, political and 
economic international 
forums in the world today. 


‘Education For All witnesses significant, 
but slow progress in past six years’ 


By Haya Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Mid- 
Decade Meeting of the 
International Consultative 
Forum on Education For 
All rounded up its review 
of progress in worldwide 
educational goals in a com- 
munique that indicated 
“significant" but “slow” 
progress in extending basic 
education in the past six 
years. 

Declaring that “the right 
to education is nothing less 
than the right to participate 
in the life of the modem 
world”, the communique 
reaffirmed the goals set in 
Jomtien, Thailand during 
the World Conference on 
Education For All (EFA) in 
1990 and vowed to “inten- 
sify efforts to achieve edu- 
cation for ail." 

During the final day of 
the review meeting, discus- 
sions emphasised the 
excess of rhetoric on girls’ 
education in developing 
countries, calling for more 
definite action in an area 
deemed to be the “single 
most important investment” 
to be made in education for 
all. 

Discussions also called 
for more focus on early 
childhood development and 
military expenditures were 
criticised as overriding the 


interests of expenditures on 
social and educational pro- 
grammes in developing 
countries. 

Early childhood develop- 
ment programmes which 
have “enormous poten- 
tial. .in supporting active 
learning and capacities and 
promoting the overall well- 
being of the child- jemain 
seriously under-developed 
in many countries,” the 
communique affirmed. 

Concerning “wasteful 
expenditure on arma- 
ments,” the communique 
spoke of “measures to 
reduce debt burdens, 
including transforming lia- 
bilities into assets through 
debt swaps, with policies 
that promote investments in 
a nation’s people and 
future” 

Further shortfalls includ- 
ed the “some 900 million 
adult illiterates, nearly two- 
thirds of them women.” and 
the lack of “essential links” 
between basic education 
and secondary, and higher 
education and technical and 
vocational skills. 

If the achievements of the 
last six years give reason 
for optimism, they provide 
no room for complacency, 
the communique stated. 

With Jomtien being 
termed the “turning point” 
of educational commit- 
ments, and the years 1990- 


1995 “the years of recov- 
ery”. A mman will now 
“mark the point of accelera- 
tion,” said Richard Jolly of 
the United Nations Devel- 
opment Programme 
(UNDP) in a closing speech 
on behalf of the convenors. 

Me Jolly outlined six core 
action priorities as part of 
the acceleration programme 
required for the next five 
years.' 

These include: First, rais- 
ing the quality of schooling, 
ensuring its relevance, 
improving learning and 
strengthening the teaching 
force and process. 

Second, closing the gap 
on gender inequalities in 
access to education. 

Third, an accelerated and 
qualitative approach to be 
made to reach the goal of 
education for all. 

Fourth, prioritising basic 
education to support action 
with national resources. 

Fifth, foe international 
community needs to form 
new alliances in support of 
poorer and less developed 
countries in EFA goals. 

And sixth, countries in 
conflict need to be helped 
rapidly and creatively to 
move towards EFA goals. 

An additional require- 
ment for EFA goal achieve- 
ments resulting from the 
review meeting, stressed 
the importance of broad 


partnerships between com- 
munities. 

This entails partnerships 
of support between a wide 
range of organisations 
within the community: reli- 
gious, voluntary organisa- 
tions. foe business sector, 
the media and even parlia- 
ments. 

The communique 

nonetheless affirmed that 
“real" progress had been 
made in foe years since 
Jomtien. 

The fact that there are 
“today 20 million fewer 
children out-of-school than 
at the stan of the decade” is 
an indication that efforts on 
foe parts of government 
have been “concerted”. 

New partnerships have 
emerged, new resources 
have been tapped and new 
energies and ideas have 
been devoted to making 
education for all a reality, 
according to foe statement 

Quoting Armean Chocksi, 
Vice-President of foe World 
Bank, during his closing 
speech yesterday, Mr. Jolly 
said: “It is intolerable that 
as the world approaches the 
21st century, hundreds of 
millions of people still lack 
minimall y acceptable levels 
of education, health and 
nutrition. Investing in peo- 
ple must therefore be foe 
highest priority in develop- 
ing countries.” 


Government to involve private 
sector in power generation 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — Minis- 
ter of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Hashem Dab- 
bas said Wednesday that 
foe government is going 
ahead with plans to 
involve foe private sector 
in building and operating 
power generation plants 
with the purpose of meet- 
ing the growing demand 
for electricity in Jordan. 

Private sector generated 
electricity could be mar- 
keted locally or distrib- 
uted to neighbouring 
countries said the minis- 
ter at a symposium organ- 
ised by the Jordan Elec- 
tricity Authority (JEA) in 
cooperation with the 
World Bank. 

A new electricity law 
allows the private sector 
to invest in power genera- 
tion has been passed but is 
awaiting final approval , 
according to JEA chief 


engineer for technical and 
corporate planning 
Mohammad Azzam. 

The law marks foe start 
of commercialisation of 
JEA which has been dis- 
cussed by experts , gov- 
ernment officials and the 
JEA management over 
the last two years , and 
aims at increasing effi- 
ciency at foe managerial 
and financial levels and at 
creating the atmosphere 
for the involvement of the 
private sector which 
would relieve the govern- 
ment of the burden of 
heavy investments, 
according to Mr Azzam 

In 1994 the government 
approved plans for trans- 
forming tne JEA — which 
is in charge of producing 
and selling electric power 
— into a state owned 
company in order to boost 
electricity generation in 


Jordan. 

Mr Azzam said that the 
participants at the sympo- 
sium include engineers 
from JEA and the Pales- 
tine National Authority 
will discuss ways to 
develop power generation 
plants by the private sec- 
tor and review experi- 
ments of the other coun- 
tries in this field. 

A team of World Bank 
specialists submitted pre- 
sentations and discussed 
the energy situation in a 
number of countries 
pointing to an expected 
increase in demand on 
power generation. They 

said that foe World Bank 
has vast experience and 
would offer financial and 
technical help in power 
generation. 
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THE MODERN MONTESSORI SCHOOL SPORTS 
IS HAPPY TO INVITE 

BEGINNER, MIDDLE & ADVANCED LEVEL SWIMMERS 
TO JOIN THE MMS SWIMMING CONICS 

CLINICS CONDUCTED BY 

IRAQS' NATIONAL TEAM COACH 
ASSISTED BY THE JORDANIAN NATIONAL TEAM MEMBERS 

DATES OF CLINICS 

2 WEEK CLINICS SATURDAY THROUGH WEDNESDAY OF EVERY WEEK 

1ST CLINIC SAT JUNE 22ND • WED JULY 3RD 
2NDCLWJC SAT JULY 6TH- WED JULY I77H 
■ 3 RD CLINIC SAT JULY 20TH -WED JULY 31 ST ‘ 

AGE GROUP & TIME 
5-8 YEARS FROM 9:30 -TO 11:30 
9 -13 YEARS FROM 11:30 - TO 1 :30 

LOCATION - MODERN MONTESSORI SCHOOL 
MAIN CAMPUS - KHELDA 
BASIC TECHNIQUES - WATER POLO ■ WATER BASKET BALL 
Water volley ball 

BUS SERVICE AVAILABLE 
FOR MORE & REGISTRATION ^ 

CALL MODERN MONTESSORI SCHOOL § 
TELH»HONE'865831 « 
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Yeltsin on top as election 


race enters final stretch 


MOSCOW (AFP) — President Boris Yeltsin had the upper 
hand Wednesday over his Communist challenger Gennady 
Zyuganov as they wrestled for the huge floating vote ahead 
of their run-off election early next month. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who pipped Mr. Zyuganov by just three per 
cent in the first round of voting Sunday, won a boost with 
the implicit endowment of Grigory Yavlinsky, a liberal 
economist who won almost eight per cent of the vote in the 
first round. 

Mr. Yavlinsky called on supporters of his Yabloko Party 
to back the initiator of Russia's liberal reforms, although he 
said he doubted he would join a future Yeltsin government. 
Interfax News Agency reported. 

■‘Never under any circumstances will the Yabloko Party 
support Gennady Zyuganov.” Mr. Yavlinsky was quoted as 
saying by Interfax. “That*s out of the question." 

Mr. Yeltsin won 35.02 per cent in the first round, Mr. 
Zyuganov 31.95 per cent. In the second round, the winner 
will'be the man who can capture the remaining third of the 
votes divided up in the first round among eight other candi- 
dates. 

On Tuesday. Mr. Yeltsin took a giant leap when he lured 
the third-placed candidate in the first round, tough talking 
retired General Alexander Lebed, into his government as 
national security chief. He also fired the unpopular Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev. 

Mr. Yeltsin hopes that his alliance with Gen. Lebed will 
secure him the 15 per cent of the vote won by the popular. 
46- year-old officer. 

Undaunted. Mr. Zyuganov also met with the general 
Wednesday and indicated he would include him in his 
coalition government in case of victory. 

“The country is destined to have a government of nation- 
al coalition. It is clear to all thinking men that the country 
is divided — one third voted for Yeltsin, one third for us," 
Mr. Zyuganov was quoted as saying by Interfax. 

Asked if he would accept Gen. Lebed, Mr. Zyuganov 
said: “You can’t put the question like that. All men who 
have knowledge, capability and talent, who would like to 
serve the country," could enter a coalition. 

Asked if Gen. Lebed would work for Mr. Zyuganov, now 
char he had cast his lot with Mr. Yeltsin. Lebed aide 
Vladimir Titov said: “Lebed respects the right of the people 
and will work with the president chosen by the people." 
ITAR-TASS news agency reported. 

No date has been fixed for the run-off, but Mr. Zyuganov 
backed Wednesday a call by Mr. Yeltsin to hold the vote on 
July 3. 

The date requires parliamentary approval because it falls 
mid-week, while the law states elections must be held on 
holidays. 

The parliament will vote on the matter Friday. 

Mr. Yeltsin is pushing for a weekday to ensure a higher 
turnout. 

Analysts say Mr. Yeltsin was hurt in the first round by a 
lower than expected turnout of about 70 per cent because 
many people had gone out to country cottages for the entire 


FBI told to finish probe 
oil White House files 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno 
said Tuesday she had asked the FBI to go forward and 
complete an investigation into the acquisition of more than 
400 sensitive FBI background files by the Clinton White 
House. 

In a two-paragraph statement on the escalating contro- 
versy that threatens to cause political damage to President 
Bill Clinton, Ms. Reno said the FBI should conduct “a 
complete and thorough" investigation. 

Ms. Reno, a Clinton appointee, took the action after 
being informed by Whitewater independent special prose- 
cutor Kenneth Starr’s office that he does not have jurisdic- 
tion to investigate further the circumstances surrounding 
the White House’s receipt of the files in late 1993 and early 
1994. 

On Friday. FBI Director Louis Freeh said an initial FBI 
inquiry found the White House had obtained more than 400 
files without justification and that “egregious violations of 
privacy" had occurred. 

But FBI General Counsel Howard Shapiro said in the 
inquiry that he was unable to conduct a complete probe 
because Mr. Starr's office had asked him not to interview 
any of the White House personnel involved. 

Ms. Reno said Mr. Starr’s office advised her “that it 
would not impede its investigation if another appropriate 
investigative or prosecutorial office were now to investi- 
gate." 

Besides the failed Whirewater land deal in Arkansas 
involving then-go vemor Bill and Hillary Rodham Clinton. 
Mr. Starr also has been investigating the White House 
Travel Office firings in May 1993. 

As part of that investigation, he has been examining why 
the White House obtained the background files of two fired 
members of the Travel Office staff. 

The disclosure on June 5 that the White House had 
received the file of fired White House Travel Office chief 
Billy Ray Dale led to the discovery that hundreds of other 
files had been obtained, including those on a number of 
prominent Republicans. 

Anthony Marceca, the temporary White House employee 
who originally asked for the files, gave a deposition 
Tuesday to staff members of the House of Representatives 
Government Reform and Oversight Committee, a commit- 
tee staff member said. 

Mr. Marceca’s testimony was not made public. 

Meanwhile Mrs. Clinton once again finds herself ar the 
centre of a political storm because of an explosive Senate 
investigative report that portrays her as the ringleader of 
alleged Clinton White House misdeeds. 

But the first lady’s defenders say she is unruffled by the 
SOO-page report of the Republican-controlled Senate 
Whitewater Committee, which disputes her credibility and 
all but accuses her of obstruction of justice. 

Friends say Mrs. Clinton, who was never called to testify 
before the committee, believes the public will dismiss the 
report as a partisan, election-year attack. 

They also say they see no evidence that Mrs. Clinton, 
who played a major supporting role in her Democratic 
president husband’s 1992 run for the White House, has 
become a liability in his battle for a second term. 

However, opinion polls consistently show Mrs. Clinton is 
less popular than her husband. And a CBS/New York 
Times poll conducted May 31 to June 3 found only 12 per 
cent of those surveyed believed she was telling tbe entire 
truth on Whitewater. Some 60 per cent thought she was 
hiding something and 15 per cent thought she was outright 
lying. 

“There’s this perception in Washington that when bad 
news happens, nobody sees Hillary Clinton. But she’s on 
the road all the time. We get more requests for her than we 
can ever fill,” says Neel Lattimore, an aide to Mrs. Clinton. 


weekend- 

Mr. Zyuganov’s Communists an? known as disciplined 
voters, while Mr. Yeltsin supporters may have been more 
likely not to bother to return to the cities early. 

Gen. Lebed, suddenly the darling of tbe Russian press, 
made a sensational start in his new job as Russian Security 
Council secretary by claiming that Gen. Grachev and other 
generals had plotted a coup Tuesday. 

“I took preventive measures against all sorts of conflict, 
war, and. if they took place, to extinguish them." Gen. 
Lebed said in a television interview. 

One of the alleged plotters, Georgian Defence Minister 
Vaniiko Nadibaidze, denied any connection Wednesday, 
saying “I could not and I did not have the right to discuss, 
nor to mention or involve myself in what was going on in 
Moscow." 

It was unclear whether there really had been a plot, or 
whether Gen. Lebed was preparing tbe way for a purge of 
lop generals in the wake of Gen. Grachev’s departure. 

But his statements were met with incredulity in Moscow. 

Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin was quoted by 
Interfax as saying he was “extremely surprised” and that the 
coup talk was “silly.’’ 

“Lebed has made mountains out of molehills," said Pavel 
Bunich, from the pro- Yeltsin Our Home Is Russia party. 
“That proves his weakness.” 

It was also unclear whether Gen. Lebed would be able to 
transfer his popular support to Mr. Yeltsin, or whether vot- 
ers would see him as a turncoat. 

“The term ‘political prostitute’ fits Lebed like a glove," 
said a member of the extreme nationalist Liberal 
Democratic Party, who asked not to be named. 

Gen. Lebed held an unscheduled meeting in the general 
staff of the armed forces Wednesday to discuss possible 
personnel changes in the top brass, RIA news agency said. 

The meeting followed Tuesday’s remarks by Gen. Lebed 
that a group of senior generals had tried to put pressure on 
President and Commander-in-chief Yeltsin Tuesday, in an 
unsuccessful bid to stop him sacking Gen. Grachev. 

RIA said a group of top generals who had retired from the 
armed forces during Gen. Grachev’s term in office were 
takin g part in the meeting. 

The Russian media has speculated that one of these gen- 
erals might be considered as possible successor to the 
deeply unpopular Grachev. 

Mr. Yeltsin named Chief of the General Staff General 
Mikhail Kolesnikov as acting defence minister. 

“The aim of the meeting was to work out recommenda- 
tions for... the president on renewing the leadership of the 
armed forces and the general staff," RIA said. 

Gen. Lebed said Tuesday he had had to defuse a possible 
crisis after five generals had tried to persuade Gen. Grachev 
to put the array on red alert to put pressure on Mr. Yeltsin. 

He said the five, whom he named, should resign but indi- 
cated that no further action would be taken against them if 
they did so. 


Former, profes sqr charged 
with Unabomber attacks 


SACRAMENTO, 
Califor-nia (R) — Two 
months after he was 
arrested at his remote 
Montana cabin, former 
mathematics Professor 
Theodore Kaczynski has 
been charged for the first 
time with" crimes of the 
Unabomber, a notorious 
serial bomber. 

A federal grand jury in 
Sacramento, California, 
handed up a 10-count in- 
dictment Tuesday charg- 
ing Mr. Kaczynski with 
four bomb attacks bet- 
ween 1985 and 1995 that 
killed timber industry 
lobbyist Gilbert Murray 
and computer store ow- 
ner Hugh Scrution and 
injured two prominent 
scientists. 

The two fatal bombings 
were in Sacramento, the 
California state capital, 
and the two other bombs 
were mailed from there. 

The indictment was 
handed up on what 
would have been the 48th 


Sacramento County She- 
riff’s Department, said 
the department had not 
been notified whe-ther 
Mr. Kaczynski would be 
sent to Sacramento 
County Main Jail, the 
only suitable jail in the 
area. 

If he is brought there. 
Mr. Kaczynski would be 
put in a cell by himself 
“because of who he is,” 
she said. 

U.S. officials have been 


saying since Mr. Kaczyn- 
ski 's arrest at his cabin 


birthday of Murray, who 
was president of the Ca- 


lifornia Forestry Associa- 
tion, Dave Bischel, the 
association’s current pre- 
sident. said. 

“The emotional trauma 
from the bombing is al- 
ways going to be with 
everybody. It's never go- 


ing to go away." he said. 
The charges can carry 


The charges can carry 
the death penalty upon 
conviction, but it is up to 
Attorney General Janet 
Reno to decide if the 


S -nmenr will seek the 
penalty in this case, 
legal experts said. 

Mr. Kaczynski, 54, has 
been jailed in Montana 
since his arrest on April 3 


legal experts said. 

Mr. Kaczynski, 54, has 
been railed in Montana 


on a holding charge of 
possessing bomb-making 
ma-terials. The Justice 
Department said it would 
move to drop the Mon- 
tana charge and transfer 
him to Sac-ramento for 
arraignment on the new, 
more serious charges. 

The U.S. attorney for 
Montana, Sherry Matteu- 
cci, said a removal hear- 
ing for Mr. Kaczynski 
will be held soon and he 
will be transferred to 
California. 

Sharon Telles, a 
spokeswoman for the 


near Lincoln, Montana, 
that they believe he is the 
Unabomber, who killed 
three people and injured 
23 during a 17-year 
bombing spree. 

But prosecutors spent 
months painstakingly 
building their case and 
deciding on a venue for a 
trial before presenting 
their evidence to a grand 
jury. 

Laurie Levenson. a law 
professor at Loyola Uni- 
versity Law School in Los 
Angeles, said Sacramento 
was the backdrop for sever- 
al of the more recent Una- 
bomber attacks, so the evi- 
dence would be fresher 
there. 

She also noted that prose- 
cutors had other Unabora- 
ber attacks as possible fall- 
back charges in the event 
that a Sacramento jury did 
not convict Mr. Kaczynski 
on these charges. 

The Justice Department 
continues to investigate the 
Unabomber's other fatal 
attack, against advertising 
executive Thomas Mosser 
in New Jersey in 1994. 

Justice Department offi- 
cials maintain they have 
built a strong case against 
Mr. Kaczynski after his 
brother went to the FBI 
early this year with his sus- 
picions^ that the Chicago- . 
bom Kaczynski might be 
the elusive bomber. 

Among items found in 
Mr. Kaczynski 's cabin were 
an original copy of the 
Unabomber’s rambling, 
35,000-word anti-technolo- 
gy manifesto sent to news- 
papers last year, a type- 
writer used to write it, a 
bomb and a partially com- 
pleted bomb. 
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Mandela receives 
French honorary 
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PARIS (AFP) — Soufl, 
African President Nelf 
Mandela is being gived-*, 
honorary degree by the 
University of Paris (&*. 
bonne), the French Joun^ti 
Officiel reported Wcdi^. 
day. The decision to gram 
the 1993 Nobel Peace Pr^ 
winner the title was. made 
by the Sorbonne’s board of 
directors, and approved by 
the minister of higher .edu- 
cation on June 10. 


Tea is still Britain’s 
top drink 


Russian President Boris Yeltsin (right) gives to reserve General Alexander Lebed his 
decree naming him national security adviser and secretary of the Security Council in 
the Kremlin (Reuter photo) 


Adams told to break with IRA 


BELFAST (AFP) — Gerry Adams, leader 
of the Irish Republican Army’s (IRA) polit- 
ical wing Sinn Fein, faces intense pressure 
from both London aod Dublin to condemn 
the IRA’s terrorist activities, winch contin- 
ue to bar his party from ongoing peace talks 
in Belfast. 

A fresh plenary session of these multi- 
party talks. 10 days after their formal open- 
ing. took place Wednesday in Belfast 
between tbe British and Irish governments, 
and the Protestant and Catholic parties of 
Ulster. 

Sinn Fein remains exluded because the 
IRA has refused so far to reinstate the 17- 
month ceasefire it broke in February with a 
massive bomb in London. 

The pressure has been mounting on Mr. 
Adams since early this week, not only to 
obtain a new IRA ceasefire, but to dissoci- 
ate Sinn Fein cleariv from the IRA’s terror 


tactics. 

London, then Dublin, and finally Wa- 
shington. a vital broker in the peace 
process, let Sinn Fein know that even if 
they would continue dialogue with it, the 
Republican party had to provide proof that 
it was working to persuade the IRA to end 
its bombing campaign, which devastated 
Manchester last weekend. 

The suspected IRA bomb, one of the 
largest ever exploded on the British main- 
land, left more than 200 people injured and 
caused huge damage to Manchester city 
centre. 

Opposition Labour leader Tony Blair left 
Sinn Fern in no doubt that British policy 
would- not -be 'softened, in the case- of- a 
change of government. ■■ ^ 

Adding his voice to that of Prime.Ministef 
John Major, who' said “the tiin^has' cbiiie’T 
for Sinn Fein to tnake up its mind", Mr: 
Blair told the Republicans “the moment of 
truth” bad arrived for them. 

One of the pillars of the strategy of dia- 
logue with Sinn Fein, Irish Deputy Prime 
Minister Dick Spring. reaffirmed 
Wednesday that a firm stance was neces- 
sary. 

He spoke of the “anger” aroused by the 
IRA's latest actions — the Manchester 
bombing is blamed on them and the organ- 
isation last week reluctantly owned up to 
the murder of an Irish policeman. 

Mr. Spring denounced the “inconsisten- 
cy’’ of Sinn Fein's stance, a party that 
claims to be committed to non-violence, but 
cannot condemn the armed campaign of fel- 
low-Repubticans. 

Dublin has called on Gerry Adams to 
answer two questions, one about Sinn 
Fein’s “political support” for the IRA’s 
armed struggle, and the other about what 


steps it has taken to obtain a new IRA 
ceasefire. 

Observers of the situation in Northern 
Ireland were split down tbe middle Wed- 
nesday over their interpretation of Mr. 
Adams’s response. 

For some. Mr. Adams has. as in the past, 
refused to condemn explicitly the IRA’s 
actions, tied as he is to the Republicans 
militar y wing and their warlike phraseolo- 
gy. 

But others maintain he has gone as far as 
he dare without betraying Republican c oli- 
darity. 

Sinn Fein is “not involved in it (che armed 
struggle) and we do not advocate it. That is 
the clear concise non-complicated answer 
to the question", said Mr. Adams. 

Concerning his efforts to convince the 
IRA to declare a ceasefire, he, as usual, 
refused to “speculate” but said: “The ques- 
tion of what the IRA can or should do is 
something I am working on and will con- 
tinue to work at.” 

The IRA issued statements Tuesday night 
and Wednesday for the first time since it 
said, on the eve of the all-party talks in 
Ulster, that it was “studying" London and 
Dublin's framework for the negotiations. 

In the interval, a bomb went off in 
Manchester, the day before a European 
Championship football match. 

But the organisation's last communica- 
tions were surprising: One after another, 
three separate IRA units stressed the unity 
of their movement, and did not claim any 
re$ possibility . . for , the ... Manchester bomb 

aitabiY Y” ... 

Uncertainty is hanging over the 'peace 
process with police- in Northern Ireland 
having begun armed patrols once again and 
Protestant terror groups having put their 
members on full alert 

Pro-British Unionists attacked Dublin 
Wednesday for failing to sever contacts 
with Sinn Fein in retaliation for the sus- 
pected IRA weekend bomb attack. 

“I am very disappoined at the decision of 
the Irish cabinet yesterday to maintain con- 
tact with Sinn Fein,” said David Trimble, 
leader of the powerful Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP). 

“How can one have any illusions about 
this organisation any longer after the bomb 
in Manchester and in view of the regular 
statements that are coming out from Sinn 
Fein-IRA.” he said. 

Mr. Trimble was reacting to the Irish gov- 
ernment’s decision Tuesday night to main- 
tain contact with Sinn Fein while it sounds 
out its IRA guerrilla allies on prospects of a 
renewed truce. 


Bangladesh’s 2nd round 


of voting ends peacefully 


COMILLA. Bangladesh (AFP) — A second 
round of voting, crucial for premier-in- 
waiting Sheikh Hasina Wajed to win an 
absolute parliamentary majority, ended 
with a good turnout despite rains and fears 
of violence. 

Election Commission officials said count- 
ing of votes in 27 constituencies started 
immediately after balloting closed at 4:00 
p.ro ( 1000 GMT) in the presence of politi- 
cal party representatives. 

Full results are expected by early 
Thursday. 

Witnesses said voter turnout was good 
and so far there was only one report of a 
failed attempt to disrupt polling. 

Military officials told AFP that a group of 
“miscreants" were obstructing voters from 
coming to the remote Bauria Centre by 
indiscriminately firing gun shots to create 
panic. 

Despite the rain, voters turned out in large 
numbers in most polling centres, some of 
them in remote villages. In Comilla district, 
which had the largest number of seats for 
repolling, about 50 per cent of the votes 
were cast in the first three hours of voting, 
which began at 8 a.m.(020Q GMT). 

‘Last time F could not vote because of 
violence, but this time I am here to vote for 
good,” said Nooijahan Begum, a house- 
wife. 

Student Kamal Hossain said everything 
was all right, but that there should have 
been more booths to speed up the process. 

In the southeastern port city of 
Chittagong, polling officials put the average 
turnout at 50 per cent of registered voters. 
Turnout was a record 73 per cent of regis- 
tered voters nationwide in last week’s elec- 
tions. 

In die district’s remote Rauzan area, a 


hotbed of far-right extremism, voters 
braved rain and fears of violence as in most 
other constituencies, but the balloting 
ended peacefully. 

“The turnout was comparatively low 
because of the rain and fears of violence" 
that marked the June 12 general elections. 
M.A. Saraad Mia. a presiding officer at a 
polling centre in Rauzan, told AFP. 

International and local election monitors, 
who described last week’s elections as “free 
and fair.” had fanned out in the 13 districts 
where elections were rerun because of vio- 
lence. 

“I went to three centres and talked with 
everyone ... they are all vety satisfied,” said 
A. Muhitb, a member of the South Asian 
non-governmental polls observation team 
in Comilla. 

Added local magistrate Noor Muhammad 
Majumden “This time polling centres have 
been turned into mini-military barracks to 
prevent outbreak of violence." 

Of the 273 seats already gazetted after last 
week’s general elections, Mrs. Hasina’s 
Awami League emerged as the single 
largest party with 135, the Bangladesh 
National Party (BNP) followed with 104 
the Jatiya Party (JP) held 29 and the 
Jamaat-E-Islami. three seats. Two went to 
smaller groups. 

The JP, anxiously watching results of the 
repolling to see if it could retain its role as 
“queenmaker" in Bangladesh's govern- 
ment has already offered its support to 
Mrs. Hasina, who required 16 more seats 
for an absolute majority. 

Mrs. Hasina is to be elected Awami 
League’s parliamentary leader Friday, when 
her party MPs take the oath of office, clear- 
ing her way to become Bangladesh’s sec- 
ond woman prime minister. 


LONDON (AFP) — A cup 
of tea is still Britain's num- 
ber one beverage, acconj- 
jng to a report out Tuesday 
which showed Britons 
drank an average of just 
under three-aad-a-half 
“cuppas” each every day 
last year. Tea beat coffee, 
soft drinks and all alcohol 
to remain the country's top 


tipple — except for^p 
water, the Tea Counm 
annual report said. The fig- 
ures for tea ore up on the 
previous year, but long 
term trends show Britain’s 
love-affair with the cuppa 
is on the wane. In 1989. 
Britons aged 10 years and 
over drank 3.61 cups of tea 
daily, compared to 3.41 in 
1994 and 3.43 in 1995. 
Coffee consumption has 
seen a sharper fall, drop- 
ping five per cent between 
1994 and 1995 from 1.74 
cups a day to 1.65 last year. 
An overall breakdown of 
the drinks market in Britain 
shows that tea accounts for 
41.2 per cent of all drinks 
consumed, coffee and soft 
drinks for 19.8 per cent 
each, alcohol for 15.2 
cent and other drinks 
four per cent. Illtyd Lewis, 
executive director of the 
Tea Council, said tea had 
put in a good performance 
and remained the most 
popular drink in the world 


Sewing needles 
found in donuts in 
Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — Sewing 
needles have been found in 
donuts delivered to a Ja- 
panese day-care centre, po- 
lice said Wednesday. The 
centre in Shiga prefecture, 
western Japan, found sev- 
eral needles when it was 
cutting up the donuts on 
June 11, a police spokes- 
man said, adding 4u 
nobody was injured. A Ko- 
be-based company made 
the donuts on June 9, and 
police suspect someone 
inserted the needles into 
the donuts after they left 
the manufacturer, he said. 
The Kobe company checks 
products through a metal 
detector before shipment, 
and the wrapping around 
the donuts containing the 
needles was found to be 
punctured, the spokesman 
said. 


Officials sacked 
for consorting with 
prostitutes 


HANOI (AFP) — Three 
cadres from the central, 
province of Dac Lac w» <• 
thrown out of the Com- 
munist Party for having sex 
with prostitutes at the 
offices of the local People’s 
Committee, the youth 
newspaper Tuoi Tre report- 
ed Wednesday. The two 
heads of the militia and the 
Assistant Commissioner 
Of Hoa Thuan district were 
caught “in flagrante delic- 
to" in April with three pros- 
titutes, the tri-weekly paper 
said. Their expulsion was 
recently decided by the 
provincial party committee 
of Buon Ma Thuot, the pa- 
per added. The paper also 
reported that a committee 
secretary in the neighbor- 
ing district of Dac R’lap* 
head of the campaign 
against “social evils”, had 
been stripped of his duties 
after having had sex with a 
prostitute in his oflv# - 
These punishments come 
as the Vietnamese Com- 
munist Party steps up its 
campaign against “moral 
degradation” ahead of a 
national party congress, set 
to open next week. 
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Zealander flown out as volcano causes chaos 


WELLINGTON (R) — Ash clouds 
from New Zealand's Mount Ruapehu 
volcano caused more havoc for air- 
lines Wednesday and forced doctors to 
summon a rescue flight from Australia 
to evacuate a critically ill patient 

Officials said the 19-year-old 
woman from Dunedin in die South 
Island was picked up by a small twin- 
engine Falcon 200 jet aircraft and 
frown to Brisbane to undeigo a liver 

T rans plant 1 . 

Dunedin Hospital spokesman David 
Swindells said plans to fly her out via 
Auckland, New Zealand's biggest air- 
port, were wrecked Tuesday when ash 
clouds forced the cancellation of all 
overnight flights to and from the 
northern city. 

The woman was still in the Brisbane 
operaring theatre undergoing surgery, 
he said. 

“It’s taken a big effort from every- 
body concerned to coordinate every- 
thing and do it so quickly but we’ve 
pulled it off, so we're just keeping our 


fingers crossed for the operation now,” 
Mr. Swindells said. 

Mount Ruapehu in the central North 
Island awoke from slumber with a new 
series of eruptions Monday, resuming 
the spectacular displays it staged last 
September and October, 

Dense black clouds of ash have 
spread over hundreds of kilometres 
and Ruapehu has spewed glowing 
rocks up to 1.5 kilometres from its 
crater. 

The mountain was calm Wednesday, 
but experts still braced for more erup- 
tions. 

Airlines battled to clear a backlog of 
frustrated passengers after Auckland 
Airport was closed at nightfall 
Tuesday to avoid the risk of ash cor- 
roding engines, forcing the cancella- 
tion of 11 international and about 50 
domestic flights. 

At least 2,000 international passen- 
gers were affected. An Air New 
Zealand spokesman said the airline's 
backlog of international passengers 


«lki >hn| 

ITTH iind Mlhrt 
tour per cent II 
ONocume Jirecvr 

Tea Ooiiiu.il. >af 

piil in it *■ i)| ill pfj; 

...j raimj Turkey condemns Greek-Armenian military accord 


would take up to 24 hours to clear. 

Auckland reopened Wednesday 
morning but smaller provincial air- 
ports remained closed as a change in 
wind direction pushed the ash cloud 
south towards Wellington. 

The eruption has not posed any dan- 
ger to life, but threatens the livelihood 
of North Island Skifield operators for 
the second successive season. 

More than 3,500 anxious people 
have dialled a Civil De fence emer- 
gency number (0800- ERUPTS ), some 
saying they head the mountain's men- 
acing rumble as far away as Napier, 
120 kilometres to the east. 

Civil Defence authorities have told 
people not to panic, but urged those 
with respiratory problems to stay 
inside, shut windows and consult their 
doctor early if problems develop. 

People closest to Ruapehu have been 
urged to store water in case supplies 
become polluted, and to prepare a 
“getaway kit” including survival gear 
in case of evacuation. 


popular Jnnk id! 

ANKARA (AFP) — 

Sewing 
found in dorf 

Japan readied- between its two 
neighbours Greece and 
Armenia, accusing arch- 
rival ^Athens of commit- 
ting* hostile act 
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Lnesday's agreement 
and' statements made bv 
top Greek officials fol- 
lowing the signing “re- 
veal their true intentions 
and are added proof of 
the policy of regional ten- 
mo II. .i p'lc ., sion pursued by Greece,” 
;m vuii. a Tuncish Foreign Minis- 

■ * ■»«*** tty Spokesman said. 

“Greek initiatives to 


Tut- surround Turkey militari- 
con- lv are attaining pTOpOr- 
— Mtffeatt'riing peadie ' 
i: 'and^smbaity' ‘in'* -The 1 re 1 T 
• gjon,” Omer AJkbd told 
reporters here. 

"Turkey is evaluating 
all aspects of Greece’s 
hostile attitude,” he said, 
adding: “Initiatives tar- 
getting Turkey's security 
interests will cany preju- 
dice both to those who 
undertake them and those 
who are instrumental in 
them.” 

Greek Defense Minister 
Gerassimos Arsenis and Ar- 
menian counterpart Vasgen 
Sargsyao, who was accom- 


panying President Levon 
Tcr-Petrossian on an official 
Visit to Greece, signed the 
accord’ Tuesday ■ covering 
information exchange, joint 
training of soldiers and col- 
laboration in the arms sec- 
tor. 

The defence minister said 
after the signing that “coop- 
eration with Armenia on a 
military level represents a 
very important priority for 
Greece.” 

Greece and Armenia also 
expressed interest in stren- 
gthening ties with Iran and 
Georgia^ 

Relations between Turkey 
and Greece have been espe- 


cially,, tense ..since, January 

. Aegeajn is!#, leqjo a nflh- 
- tary . build-up . in/ the region 
before the United States 
stepped in to want off an 
armed conflict 
Turkey’s relations with 
Armenia have been histori- 
cally delicate because of an 
Armenian charge that the 
Ottoman Empire committed 
genocide against the Ar- 
menian community during 
World War J. 

While Turkey recognised 
Armenia after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, the two 
did not establish diplomatic 
ties. 


Burma prepares arrest warrant 
for Aung San Suu Kyi — reports 


TOKYO (AFP) — The Burmese junta 
has prepared a warrant to arrest pro- 
democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, 
possibly later this week, Japanese 
newspapers reported Wednesday, but 
the charge was strongly denied by the 
Burmese authorities. 

The Maimchi Shimbun. quoting a 
source, said the Nobel Peace Prize 
winner may be arrested before the end 
of the week, while the Nihon Keizai 
Shimbun, quoting a Foreign Ministry 
source, said the junta may take “tough 
action” shortly. 

But a Foreign Ministry official said 
tiie Burmese junta denied the reports 
over the telephone, saying they had 
not prepared such an arrest warrant 
and had no plans in the future to take 
tougher action against Ms. Suu Kyi, 
including arrest or detention, 

“But we don’t think ‘in the future’ 
here means forever.’ It should be 
interpreted as ’for the time being,’” 
the Japanese official noted. 

The newspapers said the ruling Stare 
Law and Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC) was likely to arrest Ms. Suu 
Kyi, the leader of the National League 
for Democracy (NLD.), under new leg- 
islation to outlaw political parties that 
disturb state stability and order. 

The law, introduced earlier this 


month, bans anti -government activists 
from making speeches before the pub- 
lic, but Ms. Suu Kyi continued holding 
meetings with thousands of supporters 
and journalists in front of her house. 

Japan’s top spokesman warned the 
military junta earlier Wednesday that 
his country may take strong action if 
Aung San Suu Kyi is arrested 

The news media here said Japan 
would review its aid to Burma if Ms. 
Suu Kyi is arrested 

“We’ve been calling for restraint of 
the Burmese government while show- 
ing some understanding, but in case of 
an arrest, we would not be able to keep 
the current approach," Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Seiroku Kajiyama told a 
news conference. 

Japanese Prime Minister Rvutaro 
Hashimoto told reporters that he bad 
heard rumours that Ms. Suu Kyi 
would be arrested from “various quar- 
ters," but added that be had also heard 
speculation that there would be no 
arrest. 

Mr. Hashimoto said it would be 
“very unfortunate” if she were arrest- 
ed “I hope the report is not going to 
come true," he added. 

Japan suspended Official 
Development Assistance <ODA> to 
Burma after a military coup in 1988, 


but continued to extending limited 
humanitarian aid 

When the SLORC arrested hundreds 
of NLD members in May who had 
won seats in the 1990 elections. Japan 
asked the junta to release them, but 
ruled out reconsidering assistance to 
the country. 

Tension has been mounting between 
the junta and Ms. Suu Kyi, who was 
released from six years of house arrest 
in July last year, following the NLD 
members’ arrest. 

The NLD leader has since urged 
Japan to suspend aid saying it is only 
bene fitting a limited number of people 
who have ties to the junta. 

Meanwhile an estimated 300-400 
people called on Ms. Suu Kyi Wednes- 
day to mark her 5 1st birthday, a source 
close to the NLD said. 

The source, reached by telephone in 
Rangoon, said the well-wishers had 
brought numerous small gifts, from 
small bars of soap to “lots of longyis 
fsarongsl" and “many cakes'* to Ms. 
Suu Kyi's home. 

Ms. Suu Kyi started the day with 
offerings to Buddhist monks and nuns, 
followed by meetings at her lakeside 
compound 


India cyclone hits oil production, shipping 


BOMBAY (R) — A severe cyclone 
with winds of up to 90 kph (55 mph) 
smashed into coastal areas of western 
India Wednesday, disrupting oil pro- 
duction, stranding vessels and sever- 
ing communication links, officials 
said 

India’s state-owned Oil and Natural 
Gas Corporation (ONGQ said strong 
winds had forced the suspension of 
some operations off Bombay, 100 
kilometres south of the cyclone's main 
area in Gujarat state, bordering south- 
ern Pakistan. 

The Sagar Vijay Oil Rig has shut 
off certain operations and production 
will be affected by the storm," ONGC 
spokeswoman Anita Rathore said. She 
gave no further details. 

ONGC accounts for about 90 per 
cent of India's total oil output of 30 
million tonnes, the bulk of which is 
produced from offshore platforms in 
Jhe Bombay high fields.. 

Bombay Pcstoffirial said 
cargo vessels had been stranded ot'run^ 
\* aground outside 4he Jtarbour.ifi India 6 
coiflntfercial capital before the cyclone 
hit Gujarat state. 

It was the second cyclone in one 
week to hit India at the start of die 
monsoon season. The first killed at 
least 120 people in the southeastern 
state of Andhra Pradesh. 

Ports in Gujarat were put on high 
alert after weather officials warned of 
strong cyclonic winds whipping up 12 
to 14 metre-high waves as the storm 
passed directly over the coastal town 
of Diu Wednesday. 

“Several ships were stranded outside 
Bombay’s main harbour Tuesday night 



A man sitting on the sea-front in Bombay checks the intensity of strong 
Winds' that lashed dhtkytet before*- cytlonic^stdrns hit*h£ cbhst of the 


after fStw*ig Winds oyeredHSOtbem.*.’ a 
port official said. 

“No casualties have been reported 
yet ... It’s very difficult to rescue the 
crafts In this weather," he said, as high 
winds and rain lashed Bombay, home 
to about 13 million people. 

In Gujarat, one official said port 
authorities had banned 2,500 vessels 
from leaving ports until the storm 
abated. 

Operations came to a standstill Tues- 
day night at Gujarat's Kandla, Bed! 
Bhunder, Porbundar and Bhavnagar 
ports, a shipping agent said. 

“Several barges are missing and it 
will take at least four to five days to 


.’.the agent, 

who asked'nbt to be nari&a said. Soy- 
meal exports were exposed to rain lor 
want of space in some ports, he added. 

Telephone links with the worst 
affected areas in Gujarat were severed. 

Earlier, B. Shyamalu, director of 
Bombay’s Cyclone Warning Centre, 
said a Port Cautionary Alert Number 
10 was issued to indicate the iniensitv 
of the storm. The alerts range from one 
to 11, the last issued only after a total 
breakdown in communications. 

India's monsoon has claimed 104 
lives since it arrived in the first week 
of June, the Indian Express newspaper 
reported. 


Shopkeepers return to Sri 
Lanka’s war-torn Jaffna 
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JAFFNA, Sri-Lanka (R) — - 
Shops and banks in Sri 
Lanka's war-torn Jaffna 
town are t aking down their 
shutters and reopening for 
business, but some traders 
co mplain about the lack of 
new stpek and some cus- 
tomers moan about high 
prices* 

Jaffna town was all but 
deserted when the army 
marched in last December 
after routing the separatist 
Liberation Tige rs of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTEL who had 
forced residents to flee from 
the northern peninsula ac- 
ross the picturesque Jaffna 
Lagoon to the mainland. 

Now, businesses are re- 
turning, with banks, shoe 
shops, groceries and phar- 
macists in the grand ba 2 aar 
dusting off their counters. 
Customers are keen to buy, 
but so far the shops have lit- 
tle to sell. 

A private school advertis- 
es “spoken English with 
gr ammar. " Typing has be- 
come a growth industry. 
Men set up their ancient 
manual typewriters on the 
pavement and type letters to 
the government appealing 
for property damage com- 
pensation. 

The fee for each letter 
ranges from 30 to 40 rupees 
($0.55 to $0.72). 

“People have money, 
Jaffna is very good with for- 
eign money,” said C. Sel- 
varatnam, a customer ai a 
clothes store, referring to 
money sent home by Tanul 
expatriates. “The money is 
enough but there are not 


enough things.” 

He spoke to Reuters 
Tuesday, when journalists 
were allowed into the 
peninsula for the second 
time in a year and the first 
time since early May. 

Shop proprietor Shmappu 
Naguleswaran said all bis 
stock dated back to last 
year, before be fled the 
fighting. He reopened last 
month to find his shop just 
as be had left it, although 
someone bad been inside. 

“More and more shops are 
opening up but we don'r 
have stuff to be sold,” be 
said. “We have to buy on 
the black market, or we do 
barter exchange. Nothing is 
coming from Colombo.” 
The government has con- 
centrated its activities on 
getting necessities to as 
many people as possible so 
a semblance of normal life 
can return to the city as 
quickly as possible. 

It supplies free limited dry 
-• — and sells staples 
rice, flour and 
through govern- 
ment agencies. But the 
difficult task of working out 
wrinkles in the fled gl ing 
distribution system ' has 
spawned a thriving black 
market 

The black market people 
are making big money,” 
shopper Selvaramam said. 
“They fill all the queues (at 
the multi-purpose coopera- 
tive society shops)-” 

A bicycle tyre and inner 
tube selling for 230 rupees 
($4.25) sells fo r 500 ($9) or 
more on the black market. 


rations, 
such as 
kerosene 


he said. A kilo of rice sell- 
ing for 18 rupees ($032) 
goes for 50 ($0.90). 

Ask ed whether it was the 
LTTE behind the black mar- 
ket, he said he did not know. 
Tt is dangerous to talk 
about these things,” another 
shopper said. 

Somapala Gunadheera, 
chairman of the Northern 
Province Rehabilitation and 
Resettlement Authority, 
said the distribution system 
would be tightened and that 
the number of distribution 
points would rise. 

Gunadheera. who is in 
charge of the revival of Jaff- 
na, said the government was 
aware of distribution inade- 
quacies. 

“We will provide ship to 
shop transport.” he said in a 
sign of the government’s 
determination to cut out 
illegal middlemen. 

T. Wallipuram is manager 
of the National Savings 
R anlc in J affna which reo- 
pened in April and now has 
45,600 savings accounts. 
Business is improving all 
the time. 

Despite the inflow of ex- 
patriate money, unemploy- 
ment is a serious issue in the 
Jaffna peninsula where fish- 
ing is restricted because of 
security concerns. 

“Half the town has not 
come back yet,” Wallipu- 
ram said, adding that some 
of her staff were still due to 
return to the peninsula. 
“Now the situation seems to 
be coming bade to normal. 
But we don’t, know what 
will happen in the future.” 


Take A Slice -Of Summer Fashion 
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Cool suits. 

Weather - perfect 
Pick of the crop. 

The limited exclusive 
summer collection 
'96 by El-Zay 

Look hot, refresh your 
wardrobe with El-Zay 
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Should Arab 


moderates also lose? 


EVENTS OF the last three weeks will come to a cli- 
max early next week after the Arab leaders hold 
their summit in Cairo (June 21-23) and issue their 
joint communique. 

The Arab summit that was called for by the leaders 
of Egypt. Syria and Saudi Arabia is expected to be 
attended by all heads of state except for Iraq which 
is not being invited. The meeting was prompted by 
the election of hardline Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. Since his election on May 29, Mr. 
Netanyahu has announced both the programme and 
the names of his right-wing government and won a 
62-vote of confidence in the Israeli Knesset. 

The initial Arab reaction to the election of Mr. 
Netanyahu and the Likud-led right-wing coalition 
was generally not positive. Leaders of the neighbours 
of Israel held mini-summits in Cairo, Aqaba and 
Damascus, The 22 or so Arab leaders who are going 
to converge on Cairo beginning tomorrow and 
Friday are deeply divided among themselves; some 
are not even on speaking terms. 

The issue in front of the summit is how to respond 
to the new Israeli government's pronouncements 
that Israel will not withdraw From the Golan 
Heights, will not grant the Palestinians more than 
the autonomy they have got so far, will not allow 
Palestinian refugees to go back to the West Bank and 
Gaza and will not negotiate over the status of 
Jerusalem. 

Egypt which hosts the summit has a very arduous 
task to attend to during the conference. For it to 
regain Its leadership role in the Middie East it has to 
seek to satisfy everyone, the different Arab leaders, 
the U.S. and Israel. 

Syria wants the meeting to come up with a strong 
statement that would denounce the new Israeli gov- 
ernmenCfebtflie the parties engaged in peace effort 
.and call for a slowdown in the process of normalisa- 
tion of relations with the Jewish state. 

Jordan, which stands to suffer from any reversal or 
slowdown in the peace-making, does not want a 
hardline Arab position to push the Israeli govern- 
ment and people farther to the right Resort to hard- 
line or radical positions that might lead to violence 
will further exasperate the situation and lead to com- 
plications that might reverse the process or lead to 
the reemergence of now-dead concepts like “Jordan 
is Palestine.'’ 

Meanwhile, the Israeli prime minister who sought 
to keep hardliners away from key positions in his 
cabinet has, despite all election rhetoric and the 
issuance of his government's tough platform, 
expressed readiness to negotiate with the Arab par- 
ties without “pre-conditions," something that is 
interpreted by some observers as a reassuring ges- 
ture to his Arab interlocutors. 

It remains to be seen, however, how this crucial 
Arab conference is going to respond to the change in 
the Israeli political scene. Wisemen say that they 
should respond by taking moderate positions that 
would strengthen the Israeli camp of peace and not 
weaken it They recall that it was violence that led to 
the defeat of Labour’s Shimon Peres and the rise of 
the Likud's Netanyahu. They ask: Where would 
more tension and violence lead? 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Ra’i demanded that the coming Arab 
summit avoid all traditional, rhetorical stand and delve 
directly into the heart of the question of Israel's challenge to 
the .Arab Nation. Ibrahim Al Ab si said that in light of the 
political developments in Israel and the emergence of the 
Likud Party and its declared policies, die Arab leaders must 
take a firm stand and show unity in deed rather than in 
words and rake practical steps to counter the Israeli moves 
at the political and economic, as well as the international 
levels. Indeed, he said, the new Israeli government’s policies 
represent a real threat to the Arab countries and pose a seri- 
ous danger to the Palestinian people and their cause. He 
demanded that the Arabs take steps to ensure that Israel 
abides by its agreements with Palestine and Jordan and 
embark on steps to implement the U.N. resolutions. It is true 
that the Arab Nation is seeking peace, but they are not ready 
to compromise their legitimate rights and kneel before 
Netanyahu and the Israeli extremist parties and accept their 
dictates, stressed the writer. 


A WRITER for Al Ra'i daily strongly attacked the new 
Israeli government led by Benyamin Netanyahu for its 
declared policy statement in parliament, stressing the Likud 
Party's policy of non-withdrawal from occupied Arab lands 
and denying the Palestinians the right to an independent 
state. Sultan Al Hattab said that with the right-wing parties 
included in the government, Israel is set to ruin the whole 
peace process with the Arabs in general and the 
Palestinians in particular since their programmes run 
counter to this process that has been going on under the 
Labour-led government He said no Arab country, including 
Jordan, should accept the assurances of Netanyahu who 
claims to be keen on pursuing the peace process but In real- 
ity is carrying out the right-wing parties' programmes. 
Neither should" Jordan accept ihe Israeli government's views 
that priority should now be given to strengthening Israeli- 
Jordanian and Israeli-Egyptian peace treaties over the essen- 
tial issue of withdrawal from Palestinian, Syrian 1 and 
Lebanese territories, he added. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad V. Majdouhih 


Should we fear the new Israeli government? 


WHILE SOME IN the Arab World have responded sober- 
ly to the somewhat unexpected outcome of the recent 
Israeli elections, which have brought the Likud and other 
hardliners to power, others have almost been panic-strick- 
en. What we have witnessed during the past couple of 
weeks, in fact, is something which may best be called 
Neranyahuphobia. Is such fear, such phobia, justified or 


The answer is yes and no, but more no than yes. 

Yes, for a number of reasons. There is. first and most 
obvious, the outright rejection on part of the Likud of the 
principle of withdrawal from occupied East Jerusalem 
and the Golan Heights and the refusal to recognise full 
Palestinian rights. There is, second, the presence (in the 
new Israeli cabinet and the Likud and Israel at large) of 
many undesirable, extremist and quite impossible person- 
alities whose past and present actions compel many 
among us to worry seriously about the fate of the peace 
process and to anticipate renewed procrastination tactics, 
inflexible positions, paralysis of peace talks, and (most 
likely) eruption of conflict and violence. We know the 
potential scenario all too well. 

The third reason has to do with circumstances and feel- 
ings within the Arab World and Arab, psyche. When many 
Arabs fear Netanyahu (and Israel" generally) they do so 
because they have little /faith' iii the Arab Nation’s ability 
to counter and'curb his anticipated extremism and intran- 
sigence and cpzrfe up -with effective, collective measures 
to" force him to soften his position and adopt a more pos- 
itive attitude and constructive stand. 

Despite the once overt once covert faith in Arab broth- 
eriiness, solidarity, and oneness, many Arabs today have 
a deep-rooted scepticism about the Arab countries' will- 
ingness and ability to work together. Each country, many 
believe, is fending for itself and catering to its own needs. 
Some refuse even to look at matters except through a very 
narrow selfish angle. How do you expect the Arab Nation 
to work together and come up with effective, collective 
measures when many of its members are at odds with 
each other and harbour feelings, which border on hatred 
and animosity? Many in the Arhb .World feel isolated, 
abandoned and alone. 

But the answer can also be no. One should nor exagger- 
ate and expect the worst before it happens. There are 
strong indications, some believe, that the new Israeli 
prime minister is ultimately a pragmatist; he will have to 
be a pragmatist in order to survive. In addition, the so- 


called Netanyahu three “nos” are to be viewed within the 
context of the election campaign. Candidates anytime, 
anywhere make strong statements and give more promis- 
es'than they can deliver during election campaigns. As 
they begin to face daily realities and as their primary con- 
cern is to survive and thrive, they begin to be realistic and 
practical, and their nos become maybes and eventually 
yeses. 

Besides, we have a long experience with Israeli nos. 
Since the beginning of the Arab-Israeli conflict, the Arab 
World has generally been naive in interpreting the Israeli 
nos, viewing them as fixed, absolute answers which may 
not be altered. 

On countless occasions, the Likud and the Labour have 
said no to so many things and then changed position. The 
nos. maybes, and yeses are to be viewed within the con- 
text of events and within the contexts of political manoeu- 
vres and tactics. They are neither Biblical nor Koranic 
verses. Netanyahu can say no to withdrawal from East 
Jerusalem and the Golan Heights and to the restoration of 
full Palestinian rights, but this does not mean that he will 
not at some point in the future hims elf order the with- 
drawal and oversee the restoration, or be pressured and 
made to do so. Netanyahu can say whatever he likes at 
this point, but we must not believe everything he says. In 
the game of politics, politicians (like people in life) do 
their best to bluff each other. 

If one reads the situation in Israel in the region and 
globally correctly, one will have to believe in the 
inevitability of compromise on the part of the Israeli gov- 
ernment (uncompromising though it may sound and 
look), if it is to survive and thrive. A great deal of pressure 
is likely to, will likely, be exercised oh the new Israeli 
government to encourage it and compel it to soften its 
position, both from within and from without 

The new government has won the vote of confidence in 
the Knesset by 62 votes out of 120. Fifty members have 
voted no. What this means is that the opposition to the 
government in Israel itself is going to be immense, and 
there will be a great deal of pressure on it to try ro do 
things right — out of fear of the Labour and opposition, 
who will be seizing each and every opportunity to embar- 
rass it and bring it down (notice also the strong tensions 
within the Likud and the cabinet). 

Many in Israel want the peace process to succeed, and 
these are likely to be more active now. The reason why 
the Israeli public was not particularly active in pushing 


the Likud ! government m* 
o o^Sate. paralyse or reverse the peace process, 
*$££* of the Israeli public wh.ch bel.eves m peace 

^ut/ressure^can also be exercised from ihe ourside. 
Israel of the Arab World. Netanyahu hmiself u 

fully aware of this. His recent statements about peace with 

the Arab countries testify- to this fact. • - 

The Arab countries hold a strong card in ihetr hands^ 

Even though Arab coordination no ‘ S 
one desires, there are strong indications hat .the Arab 


countries (or a vast majority of them, will 

ctrnntrlv ro OTIV mOVeS 00 tnC pJTt Of 


positions and react strongly to any moves on tw panw 
the new Israeli government to stall the peace process.The 
recent statements by the Qatari foreign nunisier that Qatar 
will reconsider and reverse all agreements widi Israel if 
Netanyahu attempts to undermine Israel s commitment to 
full and comprehensive peace, are strongly indicative of 
the kind of pressure the Arab countries are willing, and 
can, exercise. This is something which the. new- Israeli 
government has to recognise and reckon with. The forth- 
coming Arab summit is another strong indication of the 
ability of the Arab World to put individual differences 
behind and act speedily. - 

Potentially, pressure can also come from the U.a. — 
most probably after the elections. The U.S. government 
has made it clear that peace is irreversible and that us sup- 
port to Israel is tied to Israel's willingness to work toward 
the establishment of peace. America's Arab allies can 
exercise pressure on the U.S. to pressure the Israeli gov- 
ernment if and when the need arises. • 

Unlike what some may think, I believe that the Arab 
side has a strong cani to play. Progress in Arab-Israeli 
relations should be tied, as made clear by the Qatan state- 
ment, to progress in talks about the fate of Jerusalem, the 
Golan Heights, southern Lebanon and Palestinian rights. 1 
personally do have faith in history and faith in the Arab 
World’s ability to come up with pleasant surprises once in 
a while. Arabs, like adolescent lovers, break up fast, but 
they also make up fast. 

Actually, the one who should be experiencing a great 
deal of anxiety, fear and even panic at this point, more 
than anybody else, is Netanyahu himself — for the rea- 
sons just cited. 


The North Korean famine 


and ‘they will get away with blackmail 


9 * 


By GwyoneDyer 


THEY CAN LIVE until 
June^br longer, with the 
food -produced:, last, year*" 
explained ,Kim Hyyng-Ki, 
South Korea’s assistant 
minister for reunification, 
rejecting any hasty ship- 
ments of food to North 
Korea as unnecessary sup- 
port for a tottering tyranny. 
But that was in March. Now 
it is June . and the 20 million 
North Koreans may actually 
be starting to starve. 

Even in good years, the 
world’s last Stalinist state 
ran a nine-tiered food 
rationing system that gave 
even privileged citizens 
only 900 grammes of food a 
day. North Korea fakes all 
its statistics to simulate suc- 
cess, but South Korean 
experts estimare that its 
grain harvest in normal 
times is only 4.1 million 
tonnes, over 2 million 
tonnes short of its people's 
needs. 

These are not normal 
times. The steep decline that 
afflicts older unreformed 
Communist economies has 
cut the funds the North 
Korea regime can spend on 
importing grain, .The politi- 
cal uncertainty that fol- 
lowed Kim Il-Sung's death 
tw-o years ago means that 
more money than ever is 
being lavished on the mili- 
tary ($6 billion out of a total 
GNP of $21 billion, accord- 
ins to South Korean esti- 


mates). And then came last 
year’s devastating floods. 

irrigation systems all over 
North Korea were destroyed 
•i.and l^ige arRas were coy c 
■ • ered wth sand that has hot- 
been cleared because there 
is no fuel for the bulldozers; 
. There is now only one tier 
of rationing: a scant 250 
grammes per day. which is 
actually a death sentence for 
many people if it goes on 
long enough. 

Even in such extreme cir- 
cumstances. the state’s 
security needs come first. 
Party leaders and soldiers 
get plenty to eat; mothers do 
not. In the politically sensi- 
tive capital, Pyongyang, res- 
idents’ rations are half rice, 
half corn meal, but in other 
cities, the ratio is three parts 
rice to seven parts corn 
meal. In rural areas it report- 
edly drops to 2:8 — and' the 
wild, herbs and grasses that 
rural people often eat as a 
side dish are finished by 
June. 

A few hours’ drive from 
Seoul, where the per capita 
income is $10,000 a year, 
millions of other Koreans 
are starting to starve, and 
the only thing that defines 
their very different fates is a 
highly artificial (and highly 
militarised) border. This is 
not a stable situation. 

The South Korean govern- 
ment does not want to help 
its Communist rival, but in 
the end South Koreans can- 
not stand by and watch 


North Koreans starve. The 
North Korean regime knows 
this perfectly well and is 
milking it for ail iris worth: 
help us • xyr. .millieps 1 will 
starve. — and we; may well 
go crazy and attack you. 


atic violations of the demili- 
tarised zone that divides the 
Korean peninsula just 50 
km 1 north- of Seoul.-- Since 
tbcnj there have bceoJialf a 
dozen^ri^u^ ;ipciffsipB$ jjy 
North ■ Korean - forced 


“A few hours 9 drive from Seoul, 
where the per capita income is 
$10,000 a year, millions of other 
Koreans are starting to starve, and 
the only thing that defines their 
very different fates is a highly artifi- 
cial (and highly militarised) border : 
This is not a stable situation 


“The South- Korean pup- 
pets must know that if they 
regard the North’s warning 
as empty talk and display 
war hysterics, they will face 
an irrevocable disaster,’’ 
warned the North Korean 
official newspaper, Rodong 
Sinmun, in ApiiL In classic 
Communist-speak, where 
you always accuse your 
opponent of whatever mis- 
deed you yourself intend to 
commit, this ranks as a quite 
serious threat to invade. 

It was made in early ApiiL 
when Pyongyang 

denounced the 43-year-old 
armistice and began system- 


including one last month in 
which North Korean troops 
advanced into South Korean 
territory and opened fire. 
But this is all probably just 
part of Pyongyang's strate- 
gy of frightening everybody 
else into helping it. 

Everybody else, in this 
context, is' North Korea’s 
neighbour: South Korea and 
China, plus the .United 
States. These are the four 
countries that signed the 
original armistice agree- 
ment at the end of the 
Korean war in 1953. and 
Washington and Seoul have 
already responded, in mid- 


April, by proposing four- 
party talks “as soon as pos- 
sible and without precondi- 
tions.;. to -initiate - a process 
aim$d ai,achieying.aipenoai 

n epfc settlement/,; 

China iso accepted the 
proposal in principle in late 
April — but North Korea 
insists as always that the 
South Korean government 
is a mere puppet and that 
peace talks can only take 
place between Pyongyang 
and Washington. Kim Jong- 
U (or whoever is really run- 
ning North Korea these 
days) clearly believes that 
when famine strikes, his 
opponents will offer help 
without any need for con- 
cessions. 

A month ago, China sent 
North Korea 20,000 tonnes 
of grain, but that barely cov- 
ers a week’s consumption. 
Seoul is still holding fast: 
“If North Korea diverted 
just 3 per cent out of its 
spending for military pur- 
poses, there would be no 
problem (.in buying enough 
grain abroad),” says assis- 
tant minister Kim Hyung- 
Ki. But Trevor Page of the 
U.N. World Food 
Programme recently 

described the food situation 
in North Korean cities as 
“appalling." 

If nobody changes their 
position, there will be large 
numbers of deaths in North 
Korea before the new har- 
vest temporarily eases the 
situation in October or 


November. So who is going 
to give way? 

The likely answer is Seoul 
and Washington. . The North 
Korean regime, is pffrbably 
still firmly- -enough in con- 
trol to let its people starve 
without facing revolt. 
Whereas democratic gov- 
ernments with free media 
cannot defy their own 
domestic popular opinion 
and go on withholding food 
aid from North Korea once 
that starts to happen. 

Moreover, while most 
South Koreans assume that 
the Communist regime will 
collapse fairly soon, they do 
not vet feel ready for the# 
task of rescuing their north- 


ern compatriots. 

The gulf between South 
and North Korean living 
standards is far wider than 
that between the former 
Germanics, and South 
Koreans only outnumber 
North Koreans two-to-one, 
compared to a three-to-one 
ratio between West and East 
Germans. Given how hard 
and expensive it has been to 
reunite the Germanies, the 
South Koreans would like 
one more democratic elec- 
tion and a few more years of 
rapid economic growth 
before they embark on a 
similar but bigger enter- 
prise. 

So the North Koreans are 
probably going to get away 
with their blackmail. 


Iran appears more isolated by U.S. , Gulf neighbours 


By Diana AbdaDah 
Reuter 


DUBAI — Iran appears 
more isolated by U.S. eco- 
nomic pressure and 
unprecedented public accu- 
sations by its Arab neigh- 
bours, long suspicious of its 
Islamic revolution. 

But analysts say the more 
the world tries to isolate 
Iran the more radical it will 
become. 

Western diplomats say a 
war of words between Iran 
and its Gulf Arab neigh- 
bours as well as U.S. and 
European accusations it was 
sponsoring terrorism -and 
trying to sabotage the 
Middle East peace process 
were heightening tension in 
the volatile region. 

But they ruled out any 
armed confrontation in a 
region bristling with some 
of the world's most sophisti- 


cated weapons and produc- 
ing around a third of the 
world's crude oil needs. 

“We are concerned about 
any Iranian attempts to 
destabilise the Gulf and this 
has been a long-standing 
matter,” one Western diplo- 
mat said. "We know Iran is 
behind attempts to disrupt 
the peace process.’’ 

“Iran keeps saying it 
wants normal relations with 
the West We say these are 
our objections. You want 
normal relations, then 
address these- objections," 
another. Western diplomat 
.said. 

Iran denied charges by the 
state of Bahrain that it mas- 
terminded a plot to topple 
the government by force, 
rejected charges it was a 
threat to the security of the 
region and said the only 
threat was the presence of 
U.S. Forces in the Gulf. 


It said it was opposed to 
peace talks between the 
Arabs and Israel but was not 
supporting Islamic militants 
in Lebanon and occupied 
territories to sabotage the 
process. 

President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani said Saturday the 
more pressure was exerted 
on Iran “the more strongly 
the people will defend the 
achievements of the Islamic 
revolution”. 

Tehran Times daily said 
Wednesday the West had 
always created an "evil 
empire” as “an all-purpose 
ghost” to frighten Arabs, 
Israelis, and the West itself. 
“As a cure, they sell arms to 
Arabs, Israelis or anyone 
who buys the theory that ‘if 
you don't watch out. Iran 
will attack you’,” it said. 

U.S. firms were banned 
from dealing with Iran in 
1 995. More sanctions are 


likely following congres- 
sional approval of a bill 
aimed at third country citi- 
zens investing in Iran and 
Libya. 

“Iran is a power in the 
region and the world has to 
deal with it on this basis," 
said a Tehran-based analyst, 
who did not want to be 
named. “There is a tough 
mood in Iran and trying to 
isolate it further will only 
provoke renewed Islamic 
militancy and the idea of 
‘what have we gained by 
appeasing the West’." 

He said U.S. and 
European charges against 
Iran were part of “the his- 
toric misunderstanding 
since the revolution. 

“They will keep resurfac- 
ing from time to time until 
the West understands that 
Iran will not give up its 
Islamic revolution and sup- 
port to other Islamic caus- 


es,” he said. 

The analysts and diplo- 
mats said however new pub- 
lic attacks by the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
— Saudi Arabia. Oman, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain and 
the United Arab Emirates — 
added a fresh dimension to 
the Western campaign 
against Iran. 

The Gulf states never 
wanted confrontation with 
Iran even when warned Iran 


is a threat- They constantly 
said ‘we have to live with 


Iran. It is our neighbour'.” 
one diplomat said. “But 
now they seem to have had 
enough.” 

The GCC states earlier 
this month, in the first such 
strong statement since Iran’s 
revolution in 1979, said the 
Islamic republic was inter- 
feres in their internal 
affaire and threatening the 
security of the region by its 


arms purchases. 

They had always been 
suspicious of the revolution, 
but had so far resisted pres- 
sure by Washington, insist- 
ing they wanted to preserve 
stability and not provoke 
tension in a region where 
economic prosperity is a 
government priority. 

Washington had lobbied 
hard for support of its anti- 
Iran policy among its Gulf 
allies, constantly warned 
them of the threat Iran 
posed and urged them to 
build up their defences. 

After disputes with the 
U AE over three disputed 
Gulf islands, and constant 
rows with Saudi Arabia over 
oil policies and political ral- 
lies at the annual pilgrim- 
age, diplomats said Iran's 
alleged role in the plot in 
Bahrain was the last straw 
for the GCC. 
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ty And Tie Beast A spo- 
radically menacing film 
touching pn some of the 
troublesome themes 
raised a Victor Hugo’s 
1831 ncvel. Hunchback 
will test the formidable 
Disney .marketing ma- 
chine. t 

The stidio has at least 
one glittiring twist on the 
dark claisic working in 
its favour In Disney's 
: version, opening June 21, 

Quaslmofo anti Esmeral- 
da don't tie after all. 

Entert&mient analyst 
projectiois and early toy 
store sabs indicate the 
movie /ind its related 
merchandise — including 
hand li ptjppets, a lavish 
Disneylma stage show 
aid The! Hunchback Of 
Natre Dame Topsy Turvy 
computer game — could 
surpass the highly prof- 
itable Pocahontas and its 
bot. 

Others, are skepticaL 
ieel Source, an online 
^search service for mo- 
\e exhibitors, says the 
fim’s “prospects seem 
United,” ana the film 
thy not appeal to very 
yung children. 

(eld against the hug- 

E ale Simba from The 
in King and the slinky 
titl character of Poca- 
boias, the stars of The 
Huphback Of Notre 
Da^e are both more 
comlicated and less 
apppachable. 

fijm. ready.: sketches 
~wh« *he looked no 


worse than “some kid 
having a bad hair day," 
Quasimodo (voiced by 
Tom Hulce) evolved into 
a tormented, potentially 
frightening bell-ringer. 

In early screenings at 
least, his appearance — 

and public humiliation 

has sem some tearful 4- 
vear-olds bolting for the 
lobby. The film s villain. 
Judge Claude Frollo, is 
an animated musical’s 
equivalent of a child 
abuser. And while Qua- 
simodo doesn’t die, he 
also doesn’t turn into a 
beautiful prince and get 
the girl. 

. think it has plenty in 
it for kids to enjoy," says 
Kirk Wise, who co-di- 
rected the film with Gary 
Trousdale. “But when we 
are looking at these sto- 
ries, we are looking for 
things that we would 
enjoy. Hugo’s novel is 
very dark. We wanted to 
stay true to the drama and 
emotion but add elements 
of fun and humour." 

The film’s most con- 
spicuous pitch for chil- 
dren is delivered by talk- 
ing, wisecracking gar- 
goyles named Victor, Hu- 
go and Laveme. In the 
tradition of animated lea- 
ding women, the take-no- 
gruff Esmeralda (voiced 
By Demi Moore) is so 
curvaceous it looks like 
the only time she leaves 
aerobics class is for 
breast enlargement sur- 
gen'. 

Hulce, who toyed 
around with several Qua- 
simodo voices, finally 
settled on a form of 
speech that makes the 
character sound like a 
bashful young man. 

When he was first asked 
to audition for the leading 
vocal role, Hulce said 
Quasimodo's animation 
was “much less mon- 
strous — I was surprised 
how tame he was," just a 
“bad-hair" ■ teen: • Along 
the way, says. wise, jQua^ 
simodo’s -drawn -demea- 


Tfc weekly column SOCIETY ON THE 
IVftVE will not appear this week because 
tir writer, Jennifer Hamarneh, is on leave. 


nour ranged from “very 
frightening” to so en- 
chanting “be looked like 
one of the seven 
dwarves." 

Just as the filmmakers 
walked a narrow path 
between tragedy and 
comedy, fright and com- 
passion, Hulce struggled 
to bring Quasimodo to 
life. “It was a process of 
hunt-and-peck/’ Hulce 
says. "How bold is he 
willing to be? How dev- 
astating is the abuse he 
has undergone?” 

Wise and Trousdale de- 
cided their leading man 
essentially was a 19th cen- 
tury translation of the most 
unpopular kid in a 20th cen- 
tury elementary school. 

*1 think everybody at 
some time in their life has 
felt like Quasimodo,” Wise 
says. “Children are keenly 
aware of what it’s like to be 
left out. So kids immediate- 
ly warm up to him." 

Thanks to increasingly 
sophisticated computer ani- 
mation programmes. The 
Hunchback Of Notre Dame 
features several dazzling 
scenes of lifelike crowds, 
realistic confetti and lumi- 
nous sunlight streaming 
through stained-glass win- 
dows. 

For all its artistic beauty, 
however. Hunchback will 
be judged by a very simple 
yardstick: Does the story 
work for a broad audience? 

“It's a little more sophisti- 
cated subject matter,” says 
Don Hahn, the film’s pro- 
ducer, who has not yet 
decided if he will take his 5- 
year-old daughter. “It’s a 
very personal decision” 
about how young is too 
young, he says. 

. “Ever since Snow White, 
Disney has been accused of 
scaring children," says 
Wise. “But as adults, those 
scared children look back 
(at those scary movies) as 
great memories of child- 
hood.” 

* Made into a major" U;S; 
live- action film: four- times 
previously,- The** Hunchback 
OrNotre Dame is far more 
than a story of a hideously 
deformed man living in the 
shadows of a French cathe- 
dral. 

“It’s a very serious book 


— it deals with political and 
historical issues in a very 
serious way.” says Victor 
Brombert, a professor of 
comparative literature at 
Princeton University and a 
renowned Hugo authority. 

Despite its relatively chal- 
lenging narrative, Disney’s 
Hunchback abandons 
Hugo's tragic ending, in 
which the cyp-sy Esmeralda 
is hung and Quasimodo 
joins her in the tomb. 

Since The Lion King was 
an original work, there was 
no criticising its “authentic- 
ity." Poca-hontas took broad 
liberties with the historical 
forebear, but without signif- 
icant backlash. Hunch-back, 
whose story is known by 
many, may not escape so 
lightly. 

As for the Disney up-date. 
“I must confess I'm resist- 
ing this one a little bit,” 
Brombert says. “It seems so 
far removed and sentimen- 
talised.” 

A few literary authorities 
concur. 

“Not too long ago. 
Hollywood was capable of 
telling stories with sad end- 
ings, such as Cyrano and 
Dark Victory, “ says Mark 
Crispin Miller, chair of the 
writing programme at Johns 
Hop-kins University. 'The 
corporate need for immedi- 
ate success on a grand scale 
has made it impossible to 
tell stories that don't leave 
people laughing and 
applauding. 

“It’s really sad and trou- 
bling because it rules out a 
lot of stories — a lot of sto- 
ries can't be told." 

Co-director Trousdale 
notes that Disney is in the 
entertainment business — 
not literary preservation. 
People have complained 
about Disney’s adaptations 
of other classics, he says. 

“Working with a French 
national treasure has its pit- 
falls,” Trousdale says. “You 
have to be careful you don’t 
alter it too much:, don’t run 
too roughshod over it” 

As for the new batch, of 
naysayers, Trousdale says, 
“They can go have a drink 
with the Lewis Car-roll 
purists, the Rudyard Kipling 
purists and the Hans Chris- 
tian Andersen purists ” 



Quasimodo, the reclusive bell ringer of Notre Dame (right) metis Esmeralda, a gipsv dunccr, us Gargoyle* \ ici 

Hugo and Laveme — look on in a scene from Walt Disney Pictures’ new musical animated film The Hunchback 
Notre Dame (Reuter photo) 


ictor. 
Of 



Quasimodo joins the ‘Feast of Fools’ celebration as he is crowned king by Master of Ceremonies Clopin (left) as 
Esmeralda and Judge FroUo (right) look on in a scene from the animated film The Hunchback Of Notre Dame 
(Reuter photo) 


EU seeks to end trade in 
feast European women 
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By Janet McEvoy 
\ • Reuter 

BRUSSEJK — Marzenna and Kiystyna are two Polish 
wonsen. Tie* were promised rich fives as dancers in 
Belgium, b^twere forced to work as prostitutes and spent 
their time o» lisplay in a brothel window. 

Regardless? »f whether they worked or not, they had to 
pay their pimp 12,000 francs ($300) a day in rent If trade 
was brisk the^ would earn another 3,000 ($100) for them- 
selves. 

“They tfaougt they were to work in cabarets. They had to 
sit in the windiw in Antwerp. They were shocked because 
sitting in the vndow did not exist in Poland,” said Johan 
Vangenechten,who works at a shelter for the victims of 
traffic king in vDtnen in Brussels. 

Marfenna aniKrystyna, aged 19 and 22, are just two vic- 
tims of a growog trade in women brought from Eastern 
Europe, to the Wst to work as prostitutes which will be the 
subject of a spejal European Union conference in Vienna 
next week (Jun 10-1 1). 

With the fall if communism, women from countries like 
Ukraine, the Cech Republic, Slovakia and Lithuania have 
provided a chaper and more replaceable supply of prosti- 
tutes for crimerings cashing in on the lucrative trade. 

“Befbre 199-92 we saw that most of the women came 
from Asia. Afica. South America, and now that 75 per cent 
of ourjcfientsire coming from Eastern Europe. That hap- 
pened after tb fafi of the Berlin Walk" said Ineke Van Der 
Wolff jdirectc of the Dutch foundation against trafficking 
in wonen in Itr 

Belgium ant f 
which! have pa 
brought into fa 
whether to tes 
deported as 

Id dje case 


:ht. 

i Netherlands are the only two countries 
d new legislation which allows women 
country illegally to remain to decide 
and ihen give evidence, instead of being 
jals. 

Cristina and and Pascale they cannot be 
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fully idemifiedfor fear of reprisals — they benefited from 
the new systerand five men were convicted. But they are 
only the tip c the iceberg. Most women are simply too 

afraid to comrforward. . . 

The Europea Union's (EU) Justice Commissioner Anita 
Gradin, wbo unvened a recent conference, said it is impos- 
sible to knowixactly how many women are involved in the 

trade. . . - 

The Genva-based International Organisation for 
Migration (7M) says that if solutions have been hard to 
find it is betuse the trafficking problem is little understood 
and beconrg ever more complex because the mechanics 
of trafficJd* are elusive. 

All agrerthe 15-nation EU has an enormous political 
problem readdress, as it prepares to enlarge to Eastern 


Europe. 

Grazyna, 30, who went to the foundation in the 
Netherlands for help, is also Polish and lost her job in a 
shipyard in Gdansk after the fall of communism. Then she 
got divorced. 

She met Johan G. at a party and he said he had a friend, 
Robert, who had a job for her in a restaurant in Germany. 

“At the border 1 had to hand over my passport to Robert. 
I didn't know why. It all seemed like a holiday then,” she 
said in testimony to the Dutch foundation. 

“Jozef is waiting for us. I am sold to him. I don't even 
know for how much. Like a cow. Without delay Jozef takes 
me to Holland by car. An Audi. Together with Mona and 
Maria, two other women. I’m put behind a window...” 
“Jozef is always in the room behind me...I have to make 
600 guilders (5350) a day. If 1 don't Jozef will kick me, in 
my telly, my breasts. Never in my face...This is not how I 
imagined living in the WesL” 

Since the foundation was set up nine years ago it has 
helped 800 women and had 168 clients last year. The 
Brussels shelter, named Pag- Asa. dealt with 30 people in its 
firsr year. There are also shelters in the Belgian towns 
Antwerp and Liege. 

Van Der Wolff said that of the few women the centre man- 
ages to get in touch with only half deride to file a com- 
plaint, and only a few trials result in conviction. 

The Belgian and Dutch experience has also shown that 
the police, ill-informed about the new laws and set in their 
ways, continue to treat the women as criminals rather than 
victims. 

“The most important problem is that at first they see the 
women as illegal immigrants. The rule is that illegal 
women, you have to send them directly to the airport," said 
Van Der Wolff. 

“Sometimes they don’t consider the person to be a vic- 
tim,” said Vangenechten, adding that victims of the traf- 
ficking were often in shock and suffered medical problems 
as a result of their ordeal. 

Van Der Wolff underlined the need for an international 
solution, involving the Eastern European countries them- 
selves, at the conference. 

“It’s very important that the solution for trafficking in 
women is an international one and not just on the domestic 
level,” she said. 

Some experts fear progress at the conference could be 
hindered if some countries, notably France and Italy, see the 
occasion as a chance to crack down on prostitution in gen- 
eral, rather than forced prostitution. 

Even before deciding on how to tackle the problem EU 
governments will first have to agree a common definition of 
what trafficking actually is. 


Scenes painted with words 

If REYA STARK 


Frey a Stark in the Levant (Lebanon, Syria. 
Jordan, Palestine) 


By Malise Ruthven 

120 pages , black and while photographs. Garnet 
Publishing London. 1994, 

£20 in the U.K, JD 22 in Jordan. 


IT WAS the writings of 
Freva Stark and Wil- 
fred Thesiger which 
first inspired me to 
come to the Middle 
East, “Orientalist” ad- 
missions maybe, but 
both travellers con- 
veyed with vivid clarity 
the people and coun- 
tries they encountered: 
A beady* pull for a girl 
of eighteen. This recent 

S ubucation is a won- 
erful complement to 
the scenes painted with 
words. 

Freya Stark in the 
Levant is a collection of 
Freya Stark’s pho- 
tographs, the majority 
of which have never 
been printed, and 
which are now in the 
archive of St. Antony's 
College Middle East 
Centre at Oxford Uni- 
versity. The pho- 
tographs represent Le- 
banon, Syria, Jordan 
and Palestine and the 
book is one of a series 
which contain pho- 
tographs from other 
regions of the world 
she visited. The sample 
has been chosen ny 
Malise Ruthven, who is 
a writer, journalist and 

t odson of Dame Freya 
tark. He intersperses 
the photographs with 
text taken from letters 
and books and com- 


mentary based on the 
author's knowledge 
and persona] friend- 
ship of Freya Stark. 
Perhaps the most com- 
pelling features of the 
text are the insights 
into her character, the 
way in which she trav- 
elled, the humourous 
incidents of travel and 
her feelings about her 
surrounding and the 
changes she saw in the 
Middle East over a 
period of fifty-odd 
years. 

The photographs 
themselves vary in 
quality: not in subject- 
matter but in quality of 
reproduction. The 
selection of the images 
include a good cross- 
section of human inter- 
est, city and rural life, 
ancient sites and 
straightforward travel 
pictures. While the 
world is comparatively 
well-served ror pub- 
lished images of the 
Middle East in the 
1920s & 1930s, it is 
intriguing to see the 
area as it was in the 
1950s and 1960s. This 
is the fascination of 
photographs — view- 
ing familiar places as 
they once were. 

When Petra is being 
subjected to the de- 
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BOOK REVIEW 


mands of new hotels, it 
is interesting to see the 
Thomas Cook tented- 
hotel camp of 1933 and 
reflect on the begin- 
nings and process* of 
tourism. Similar feel- 
ings arise when looking 
at the Wadi Rum Police 
Post in 1961 — stand- 
ing solitary in the 
desert. 

Freya Stark in the 
Levant provides both a 
complement to her ovi n 
books and stands on its 
own right as a glimpse 
into the life and char- 


acter of this exception- 
al woman and the 
countries and times 
which she encountered. 

The hooks is available 
in Amman at leading 
bookshops or from A I 
Kutba, Publishers, who 
distribute it in Jordan. 

I Reviewed by Dr. 
Alison McQuitty, 
director. British 
Institute at Amman 
for Arehaeoloity and 
Historv 
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Slow Highways 


The end of an era 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

COMPUTER LITERATURE often keeps us dreaming 
about the future of information technology. Ultra powerful 
systems that fit in a wrist watch, infrared communications 
and data storage that will allow us to hold complete 
libraries in the palm of our hand and easily exchange diem 
with others are but examples of dreams that will probably 
come true one day. 

While our mind may understand the technological prin- 
ciples that would produce such wonders, real life limita- 
tions that will delay or prevent them happening cannot be 
ignored. 

A simple sentence in June’s issue of American PC 
Magazine recently brought my mind from technology’s 
seventh skies, where it was lost in a kaleidoscopic techno- 
fiction dream, down to earth. It read: '‘With content on the 
Internet erupting from plain text to dazzling multimedia, 
your 28,800 bps modem is bound to feel uncomfortably 
slow. Plain old telephone lines may have hit their peak.” 
The author w, ■ naturally talking about the telephone net- 
work in the USa. 

The speed of data transmission over a computer network 
or from computer to computer, via modems, is expressed 
in bits per seconds or bps. The writer is saying that 
modems with 28,800 bps U :ome very slow now that huge 
amounts of data are being i..*ved, shuttled, manipulated 
over the Internet. Users ne-.u ta ter modems. 

Apparendy innocent, the ub . statement is terrifying. 
Computer users in Jordan w !*••-.■ PCs are fitted with 
.modems know that by current a • rds, 28,000 bps is 
considered an extremely fast rate. It mally so fast that 
the infrastucture of the Kingdom’s ik .. <rk cannot cope 
with it. 

Most computer communications in the ci mry are car- 
ried at speeds varying from 2.400 bps in the w «im case up 
to 14.4CK) in the bestrWe. users in Jordan, are sli. dream- ' 
ing of working at 28,800. Modems that operate ’he 
higher rate are being sold here but the fastest setting ■ 
can be used is 14.400. Depending on the quality of t*. 


f v3? :: 


, v ., . • . v <■' 




... . v : 

telephone lines in your area, you may have to operate at 
even lower speeds. 

What should we think? The Americans find 2S.S00 too 
slow while we’re working at half, or less than this rate. 

At a certain point almost every technological advance- 
ment becomes dependent on a country’s basic infrastruc- 
ture. What good would it do for a rich person to a acquire 
a Ferrari car if the roads in his or her country are not suit- 
able for such a sophisticated sport machine? Buying 
exclusive technology that one cannot benefit from, use 
adequately or simply maintain is a contradiction. 

There is often an offset between a country’s structures 
and the new techniques that it can import from other 
countries. The only way to bridge the gap is to improve 
the general structures. 

The very complaint of the above cited writer is some- 
what exaggerated and not really justified. 

Statistics indicate that in the USA the percentage of 
those who use fast modems isTess than 10 per cent of the 
total number of Internet subscribers. Therefore PC users in 
Jordan shouldn't have the impression of living in the 
Stone Age. 

Our country's telephone network can be considered as 
modem and good. However, given the need for faster and 
' more reliable computer communications, one just wishes 
to see this network take one or two steps ahead as soon as 
possible. J’ll postpone my purchase of a faster modem till 
then. 


ON THE LIGh~ ?: SIDE 

BY MOHAMMAD A. SHI ^ Mu 



TEST YOUR MEMORY 


Have a quick look at this picture and then decide 
whether the statements given below are true or false. 

SCORES 

10-12 Excellent 
8-9 Very Good 
7 Fair 

5-6 Lacking Concentration 


LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 

— Where do you live? • 

Ayna taskon? 

— In Jabal Amman. 3rd Circle. 

Fee Jabal Amman, al-dowwar ath-thaleth. 

— Are you living in a villa or an apartment? 

Hal taskon fee villa am fee shaqqa? 

— I’m looking for a suitable apartment. 

Enni ab’hath an shaqqa munasiba. 

— Can't you help me find a new one? 

Ala tusa'idoni fil bahth an shaqqa jadida? 

— Most willingly. There is a good selection of houses at 
reasonable rales. 

Bikollir-tiah. Toojad majmoo'a jayyeda rninal man- 

azil be'as’ar ma’qula. 

— Are the rents high or low? 

Hal al-tfarat nmrtaTe* a am munkhafida? 

— A bit high. 

Murtafe'a qalilan. 

— Have I got to pay the agent any fee? 

Hal yajib an adfa' Iis-simsar ojrah? 

— Yes. the landlord also does. 

Na'am, wakathalika yaf’al al-malik. 

— How many rooms do you need? 

Kam ghufatan talzamoka? 

— 3 bedrooms, a reception, a bath and a kitchen. 

Thalath ghuraf, wa-hujratustiqba], wahammam 

wamatbakh. 

— Is the house equipped with central heating? 

Hal al-manzil muzawwad bitadfe'a markaziya? 

— Yes. there is also an electric lift and a garage. 
Na'am, yoojad ay dan miss’ad kahraba’e wa-karaj. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


L What is the difference between — glare, glair and 
salons? - • 


— In the picture, there are five men. 

— Only two fire engines are operating. 

— One of the policemen is wearing a scarf. 

— A reporter is talking to a police officer. 

— A door of a fire engine is left open. 

— An injured person is carried on a stretcher. 

— A textile factory is on fire. 

— A driver is seen sitting behind his steering wheel. 

— One of the firemen is climbing a ladder. 

— A police car has got the number 505. 

— Three hoses are used for putting out the fire. 

— There firemen are wearing caps. 


2. Who, in Dicken's Marlin Chuzzlewit, habitually car- 
ried a large clumsy umbrella? 

3. Guiseppe Garibaldi (1807-1882) was an Italian patri- 
ot whose followers wore loose red shirts. Can you give 
other meanings for the word “garibaldi**? 

4. What is a gamin? 

5. Pediatrics is the branch of medical study and treat- 
me... pertaining to diseases of children. What is 
Geriatrics? 


PUZZLES 


SUBURBAN RAILWAY SYSTEM 


THE DIAGRAM represents the suburban electrified 
railway of an unnamed city. It has twenty stations. 

Can you find a route that starting from any one station, 
will pass through every other station once and once only, 
and bring you back to that from which you started? 



By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

OUT OF naivetd, or even out of innocence. I had thought 
when I started writing this column for the newspaper that 
I would be able to bring about some kind of change, how- 
ever negligible. I had known that I would not be able to 
trigger real change but I had at least hoped for a change in 
the way people perceive and react to things, events and 
other people. 

I am now slowly coming to the conviction that even this 
negligible change is quite unattainable in light of the pre- 
sent predicaments we are facing, be they social, cultural, 
economic or political. One can safely say that all four are 
besieged by some kind of uncertainty that is continuously 
being reflected in the way we do and think about, again, 
rhings. events and people. And this uncertainty goes a long 
way to explain the way we behave as a people. 

All this has to do with a carelessness which in itself has 
to do with our development situation. This is to say that 
because we are at the receiving end of technology, we ini- 
tially grab at whatever comes our way with the same 
speed and excitement with which we let go when the next 
big thing comes around. 

An example of this can be that of the new restaurants 
that are propping up all over Amman. Here it is important 
to emphasise that this is happening ‘in Amman' because 
there remains a lifestyle outside our capital city that 
relates far more to who we are than those activities which 
take place amongst the glittering lights of our capital city. 

Anyway, back to this business of the restaurants. 
Because we have bad so many new such places open late- 
ly. we have witnessed a transfer of that certain “crowd” of 
people from one such place to the next, easily defined as 
that where hip people go and where one of the latest nov- 
elties is a “restaurant membership ” 

One can easily guess that the next such place will be 
where now stands the yellow and red logo of McDonalds. 
A place which is already making its presence felt with a 
looming steel structure. A place which remains a mere fast 
food restaurant that we have successfully managed to live 
without for so long but which will probably come to mean 
to some households what such things as The Bold And 
The Beautiful have come to mean — the essence of life 
itself. Again, until the next big thing comes around. This, 
in turn, could be the much hyped Hard Rock Cafe, 
Amman which the “in” crowd is already signalling for 
greatness. 

Meanwhile, amidst all of this nonsense about a sort of 
culture that is as changeable as opinions, attitudes, and the 
design of the latest cap or car, any attempt at indulging in 
a series conversation or even indulging in some serious 
writing is a mere exercise in futility. It is an exercise in 
futility because at this moment in time, nobody is willing 
to either listen or learn. Not even those who have the 
power to change the way people think about or perceive 
things — the media. Instead of focusing on the real issues 
that have to do with our society, our culture and our econ- 
omy. our newspapers are only too keen on publishing 
scandals. 

And here it is the same old story all over again — Until 
the next scandal comes along. So, because of a lack of 
commitment to be thorough, a newspaper would publish, 
say an important story, one day. and then forget all about 
it the next. 

The papers are also full of reports on events that seem to 
require, either invitations, or that a person be so and so. 








Such gatherings bear little relationship to " hat a( *™ n 
does or tries to do and only seek to emphasise whlt a per- 
son is, flunks he or she is or what others ® 

be. Scenarios such as these are nearly 3lwa - v ' t “f d 00 
relationships which can only be mutualiy benefical 

Take for example the much publicised Bntisl Week. 
Certainly no one has bothered to invite the Jfiaman 
graduates of British universities who are “ 
Amman because apparently, someone had thotght that 
they would have nothing to contribute to ine cv 

In any case, if we can assume that spending a.ew years 
in another country cannot teach a person anythng about 
the culture of that countiy. what then js the purple or ctU- 
tural exchange? Those who undertake such might 
just as well be- either tourisLs or simply passers by. And 
maybe the accepted doctrine is that they are: U us take 
their money, send them back to where they cai e from, 
and forget all about it.” 

But because this cannot be true, there has to some- 
thing not quite right about the way that we treat oie anoth- 
er. But again, this also is not entirely true becaus accord- 
ing to the norms we employ, “you scratch my ack. ill. 
scratch yours.” we are behaving in a manner th: is quite 
consistent with the way our society has develops and has 
taught us to behave towards others. I mean let s f ce it the 
one thing that we as human beings are so good it is for- 
getting: Forgetting how much other people hve been 
good to us and how much they have come to main to us. 

In spite of all this, we are lucky in that we on take a 
look at certain countries in the world and see what can 
become of us if we keep going down the road jve have; 
willingly or unwillingly, chosen. And it is a road that ws 
have chosen partly out of carelessness and party due ta 
our own selfishness and unwillingness to learn from either 
our mistakes or from others who have already been 
through what we are now going through. \ 

For if a culture exemplified by kids doing drug*, by chil-j 
dren being abused, by people becoming permanently^ 
unemployed because of a lack of retraining courses and b£ 
an utter disrespect for the environment and one another, ij 
such a culture cannot wake us up from the state we are in 
then not even all the seminars, gatherings mid summits c 
the world will help us to formulate and implement tE 
solutions that will make our own distinct lifestyle cone 
into existence. 

And maintaining this state of idleness can only leave is 
knocking on the gates of oblivion, in itself, the clears! 
sign of the end of an era. 

Only one more thing remains: A question to be 
answered. Are we brave enough to face up to our rcspn- 
sibilities towards ourselves and towards others, or hashat 
time not come yet? 

The search for answers can only continue. 
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Thursday, June 20, 1996 

Double Dragon (Cartoon) 

NBA 

Pirates (Documentary) 

French Programmes — Les Polluardo 

Varieties — Le Monde Est A Vous 

Le Journal 

Archimede 

Carol & Company 

Taratata 

Star Trek 

News In English 

Movie — Coach Of The Year 

Starring: Robert Conrad & Erin Gray 

Family Matters — Comedy 

Friday, June 21, 1996 

Iris, the Happy Professor 
Pebbles And Bamm Bamm Show 
Bush School 
See How They Grow 
The Crystal Maze 

French Programmes — Les Polluartls 
Film — Diva 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Alio La Jerre 
Growing Pains 
Nasty Boys 
It had to be you 
The Wanderer 
News In English 

The Country Girl — Oscar Winner 1954 
Starring: Grace Kelly & W illiam Holden 
Musical Programme 

Saturday, June 22, 1996 

Moomin 

Pumpkin Patch 

Blue Heelers 

Big Brother Jake 

French Programme — Ordy 

Document — La Vie Dfvant Moi 

Game show 

Serie — Chateau Vallon 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Faut Pas Rever 
The Torkelsons 
Album Show 
Our planet, our earth 
Miami Vice 
News In English 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
Movie — A Hazard Of Hearts 
Starring: Diana Rigg & Edwrd Fox 

Sunday, June 23, 1996 

The Mask 
Mac & Mutley 
The Nature Of Thing 
Ordy 

La Vie Devant Moi 
Game Show 
Envoye Special 


Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports et Musique 

News Headlines 

Cinema, Cinema 

American Chan Show 

The Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 

Black’s Magic 

News In English 

Counterstrike 

Shon Story Ciuema 

Nelson’s Column 

Monday, June 24, 1996 


Bonkers \ 

Richie Rich j 

Animals Of The Mediterranean 
French Programme — Ordy 
Family Programme — L'Ecole 
Magazine — ThaJassa 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Science — Cinq ! 
The Nanny 

Rock Around The World 

100 Years Of Capitalism In Kq 

News In English 

The Bold .And The Beautiful j 

Hawaii 5-0 I 

Matlock I 


It Cinq 


Tuesday, June 25, 196 


Iris The Happy Professor 
Captain Planet 
The Bob Morrison Show 
Alf 

French Programme — Ordy 

Document — La Vie Devant 

Game Show — Que Le Meill 

Medical Magazine — Savoir 

Le Journal 

Magazine 

Encounter 

Blossom 

Deep Probe Expeditions . 

Star Trek I 

News In English i. 

Movie — For The LoW Of A 
Starring: Meredith Baxter 
My Two Wives ] 


r Gagne 
as Sanfe 


fathew Vfalker 


Wednesday, June 26,\996 

Iris \ 

The Flintstones 1 

Bill Nye. The Science Guv 1 

Kelly * l 

French Programme — Les Petards 
Sene — Secret De Famille \ 

Le Journal \ 

Magazine — Sports Et Musiqul 
Changer l 

Hunter 1 

0 News In English t 

5 The Bold And The Beautiful 1 

J Airwolf 1 





JUjlifc 



WITH ART 

Compositions from nature 
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By Mahmoud I. Mufti 


.-IN ALL probability, you have already drunk the water 
flhat was once contained in a dinosaur’s stomach Water 
has flowed and continues to flow everywhere, through 
everything- The same can be said of human thought, ever 
since man began ms endeavours to preserve a race of his 
passing" says artist Nasser Soumi. 

The current workshop headed bv the Palestinian artist at 
Darat Al Funun is very much reflective of this philosophy 
of continuity through transformation. Appropriately enti- 
tled ‘Transfomiationr the workshop serves as ihe 
embarkation terminal sending the participants off on a 
journey of soul-searching and discovery. The atmosphere 
is one of Twck-to-basics." No constraints loom here: the 
individual's imagination is the limit. 

The only parameters here are the physical ones. Each 
miniature installation is confined to a 20cm x 20cm x 8cm 
wooden box, into the depth of which a thick texturous 
layer of a pre-prepared mix is laid, providing the back- 
ground as well as the binding property required to hold 
everything Together. Collaborating closely to make up the 
mix are several rudimentary ingredients: Sawdust, white 
glue and sheed f Arabic for a primitive porous white 
paint). 

“One of -the aims of the workshop is to identify and 
develop ari appreciation for humble, everyday local mate- 
rials that one normally doesn't give a second glance to" 
says Mn Soumi. 

Horizontally juxtaposed on the table are two almost 
symmetrical boxes. Their near symmetry Is achieved by 
the placement of a goat’s horn in each one, atop the thick 
layer of putty-mix. Adorning the Mars-like surface of the 
pdll-diying mix are a selection of almonds ( in their shells), 
a dried pomegranate, a pomegranate flower, several wheat 
sheaths, brown recycled paper and other organic material. 

“This is a composition from nature", explains the Darai 
AI Funun’s. assistant director, artist Adnan Al Sharif. “The 
work aims at capturing a sense of man, plants and animals, 
and working these elements together into something aes^ 
rhetically pleasing: an art form. The arrangement in the 
box becomes a reflection of rhe sense of nostalgia residing 
in the artist himself, just like an old drawer full of person- 
al belongings, each telling a story, each acting like an item 
of nostalgic raemorabiliaT" 

Moving on, one notices a lone box in one comer of the 
room. Minimal ism is the order here. Stones ordinarily 
common to local Jordanian quarries are accorded individ- 
uality here, artfully layered atop and alongside each other. 
They are purposely unanchored by the sawdust mix. 
Charmingly reminiscent of a Flintstone cookie tray, the 
box and its rustic contents await their conceiver's next 
step. However, the artist here is not Wilma Flintstone, but 
Her Royal Highness Princess Rajwa Bint Ali. 

“I‘m inclined to keep my work true to the notion that 
inspired the theme of the workshop in the first place; the 
Basra” discloses the artist Basta, pronounced “bus-ra" is 
flthe Arabic word for Lhe traditional set-up of downtown- 
market boxes stacked together, containing all sorts of 
condiments and dried foods: Saffron, spices, herbs, 
jameed (dried yoghurt balls), etc. 

She- adds that the spirit embodied in her work is consis- 
tent with the sense of dynamism and constant change 
characteristic of the Basta boxes, saying that “they (the 
boxes) ore constantly being emptied and replenished, as 
well as undergoing rearrangement in relation to the prtilif- 
eratiok©£ifoBdireti ..boxes! around ^em:-The_±iQrt&sessiie 
naturevSf the fca&a is also“evident1nTiVwbric:-tin^p^rtfc- 
ular instalJatton.-Uniike other arrangements, like goods 
sold in a shop, the concept of the Jordanian Basta is one of 
mobility, dispersal and relative insecurity: always up-and- 
on-the-go.” Accordingly, the artist has purposely chosen 
to work without the gluey sawdust mix that would other- 
wise impede all movement The work would consequent- 
ly become suffocated and limp. 

“The nooks and crannies created by the layering of the 
stones is also an intended effect in the instillation'' says 
the artist, adding that these “allude to the passages, corri- 
dors and other confined spaces of everyday life.” 

Another participant in the workshop, artist Ali Maher 
(also the Darat Al Funun’s director) explains what he feels 
,the workshop is about: “This is really about placing his- 
torical elements in a contemporary environment. In so 
doing, one engages in an important mental exercise while 
identifying interesting local materials and items and inte- 
grating them in a manner and context relevant to one’s 
reality and perception." 

Mr. Maher is working on an installation that would 
incorporate Aphrodite in a box, along with ancient Roman 
and Arab totem symbols, as well as unusual stones. “The 
riddle", confesses the artist, “is to develop the appropriate 
contemporary setting for all this; something that would 
contrast well but not clash. This puzzle challenges me on 
two fronts; as an artist and as an architect. I will, no doubt, 
be drawing from both disciplines for the duration of this 
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Adnan Al Sharif places his chosen items 


Shireen Audeh contemplates her installations 

task. This type of art. installation form, involves construc- 
tional abstractness and “building up in space”. The archi- 
tectural element is therefore crucial." 

Graphic artist Shireen Audeh has recognised the many 
aesthetic amenities of broken glass and has incorporated 
fragments of it in several trays she is preparing. In one of 
them, she pitches glass of one colour against the solitary' 
hue of the visually cake-like surface of the drying putty- 
base. Yet the glass reflects, from its broken and unbroken 
surfaces, infinite shades of amber, sienna-brown, garnet, 
alizarin and vermilion red. The background is a pale, 
though imposing off-white. 

Other participants in the workshop include Nawal 
Abdullah and Dodi Taba’a. Nasser Soumi's own installa- 
tions at the workshop, two in all, involve a tray depicting 
waves of the sea by means of strokes done by hand in the 
putty-base. Indigo powder is used to provide the various 
blues required to evoke the sea. Another tray features 
9mm Winchester Luger bullet-shells embedded in the 
base. Asked if they were intended to evoke the plight of a 
particular people, such as the Palestinians during the 
Intifada, Mr. Soumi replied: “If I had intended to depict 
the Intifada in this installation. I'd have used stones 
instead of bullets." 

The on-looking layman cannot escape the conclusion 
that the artists involved are thoroughly immersed in the 
workshop. While some are yielding original work and are 
“able to translate' their feelings into constructional - artistic 
• fcwm others have fgancktiiat.the hurdle -oforganisrag their 
’’ideas fchtok powerful compositional stfte&entif is^uflsflr- 
rnountable. In both cases, interpretation becomes a per- 
sonal matter. 

In her essay entitled “Make the Ordinary 
Extraordinary”, artist Marilyn Hughey Phillis makes the 
following observations: “A master painter goes beyond 
technical accomplishment to explore and transform the 
visual world so that the most humble subject becomes 
something remarkable." This is very much the theme 
echoed in Soumi’s workshop. In this case, however, the 
theme is ’Transformation”. Working in unison and in dif- 
ferent combinations and contexts, the humble acorn, 
almond, goat-horn, wheat-stalk or pomegranate are trans- 
formed into compositional artistic pieces. Or better articu- 
lated by Adnan Al Sharif: “Compositions from nature." 

The phenomenon of the elevation of seemingly humble 
elements to artistic subject matter has been as much a part 
of the painted arts as it has been a feature of other art dis- 
ciplines. such as ceramics, sculpture and photography. 
Internationally acclaimed American photographer, George 
Vass (featured in last week’s Rendezvous With Art) 
described his work in the following rerms: The work I do 
is everyday life. Life is made up of tiny, seemingly 
insignificant moments which are more often than not 
overlooked. Yet [these moments] have symbols and mys- 
tery in them ... With my camera. I capture moments that 
we pass by without a second glance. Moments that make 
up our daily lives... Inconsequential events transcend to a 

high artistic level when cap- 
M hired the instant they are 

■’SvtrSSSa created." 

In many ways. Mr. Soumi 
is striving to achieve just 
that; imbue the often lowly- 
regarded everyday objects 
of nature with the necessary 
artistic respect and sensitiv- 
ity to transform them into 
compositional elements. 
They thus become “compo- 
sitions from nature". 

Once completed, Lhe indi- 
vidual boxes or trays will be 
stacked up in the open air 
stone-carving studio at the 
Darat Al Funun. Sponta- 
neity alone will decide the 
manner and configuration 
of the final collective form. 
“In this way, there will be 
one big installation com- 
prised of many individual 
miniature works, each one 
an installation in its own 
right," explains Mr. Soumi. 
“These can then be re- 
stacked indoors or outdoors 
in any other original config- 
uration; even hung up from 
ceilings to be viewed from 
underneath. The possibili- 
ties are endless.” 

The workshop has been in 
session since June Sth and 
will continue till June 22. 
The installations will be 
featured in the Darat Al 
Funun’s Summer Expo- 
sition. 


Robin Wright unworried about appearances 


By Ric Leyva 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Actress Robin Wright can't be bothered. 

Shielded by impenetrable aloofness she calls being shv. 
the actress isn’t about to put on a show just for appearances. 

Saying goodbye to a gushing journalist promising a rave 
write-up, she pauses to eat some onion soup brought up by 
room service before greeting the next reporter in a' round of 
promotional interviews. 

“Sony. Hope you don’t mind." she says. 

Cigarette thin, her flat, brown hair hacked close to the 
skulL Wright hunches over the tureen. Spooning rapidly, 
she takes about half of it down, then comes up for air. 

“Let’s promote that film.” she says weakly, showing the 
same lack of enthusiasm she displayed as a prostitute in 
Moll Flanders, which opened in the United States on June 
14. 

Pushing away die soup bowl, she hungrily eyes a pack of 
cigarettes on the table, but resists the temptation, going on 
to describe how working on Moll Flanders was like “acting 
out a poem.” 

— “She was the ugly duckling, you know, and she didn’t 
do the norm." 

— “She was an innocent, alone." 

— “She was so driven.” 

— “She didn't have a role model." 

The same cannot be said for Wright, 29. 

Her mother is a national sales executive for Mary Kay 
Cosmetics. 

“Oh yeah, she’s No. 1 in the company," Wright says, 
betraying no outw-ard pride but crediting her mother with 
demonstrating how hard-working women can attain “the 
independent, successful mode.” 

Not that she’s totally independent, at least not anymore. 

After a vears-Iong courtship with Sean Penn that brought 
numerous break-ups — and two children — Wright and 
Penn finally married this spring. 

“It’s different It’s definitely grounding," Wright says of 
having the father of daughter Dylan. 5. and son Hopper. 2, 
with the family full time. “It’s not as if we just meL We had 
a lor of years. Rocky years. So now it feels like Lhe calm has 
hit." 

Describing her own childhood and its psychological car- 
ryovers, she’s suddenly a woman of extremely few words. 

“Very shy," she says. “Internal. I hated school.” 

Outside high school she opened up, at least enough to get 
into modelling. 

“It was one of these things, you know." she says of being 
discovered, making a square with her fingers and looking 
through it like a movie director. **... A photographer, and he 
offered to take pictures for free." 

Fashion shoots generated a few bucks, but her interest in 
modelling was limited. 

“I love clothes. I like to buy them and wear them, but I 
don’t follow what's going on," she says, fiddling with a 
button on her lime silk blouse. 

Wright soon tired of merely posing for the camera. After 
doing some commercials, she began her slingshot ride into 
big time acting on the soap opera Santa Barbara, followed 
later by her movie breakthrough in The Princess Bride. 

Lacking formal training, she gave drama classes a try. 

“There were a couple of acting coaches along the way, but 
I never completed a course. I'd always back out,” she says. 
“It wasn't for me. I felt so judged in workshops and I fell 1 
was less free there, as opposed to learning by practice in a 
job, you know?” " 

The jobs kept coming. Her credits include Toys, State Of 
Grace. The -Playboys. Denial. The Crossing Guard and 



Actress Robin Wright -Penn 

Forrest Gump. Her next movie is a eouit drama with 
William Hun. 

And she's uvrkeJ with some of the hr-.; names in the 
business: Jack Nicholson, Albert Finney. Robin Williams. 
Mondv P.itinkin. Tom Hanks and Penn. Her cn-siars in 
Moll Flanders" include Morgan Freeman and Ktuckard 
Charming. 

"it's s.-> great to work with ureal actors because it’s all 
about bouncing off > our partner." she saj.s. half- --tifl me a 
vawn before going on to describe Charm ir •. •.*!•.» ! 

Moll's cruel madam, as “j genius at being a cow." 

Freeman fareJ somewhat be Her Wright call* him ‘Valin 
ing." “win>" and "a creat singer" prone on;'* u-vr* 
between -scene serenades. 

Ten minutes into the talk. Wright star;*- to i i«vi. wmi 
kiing her lore head like a gimnpy SliaolV. j-u. py. >!..• 
sighs, she squirms, she eyes her untouched i r c::.*s yrce l 
ily again, twirling her big diamond wedding ring. 

Maybe there was something wrong w ith the soup. Maybe 
she ate too fast. 

"I'm going to have to finish after this bevan-v I’m about 
to collapse." she says. “Sorry, hope you don't mind." 

But. but. but. Just one inure question, please. 

She sighs She agrees. And before cutting out u half-hour 
early. Wright reveals her next project, a joint venture with 
her new husband. 

"Sean and I are doing u Nick Cassavetes movie in July 
She’s The Lovely." she says, standing to go. “We’re two 
waekos in love." 



Grunge grannie Yoko Ono makes a comeback 


By Elizabeth Fullerton 
Reurer 

LONDON — Yoko Ono, long 
demonised by thousands of Beatles 
fans for causing the break-up of 
Britain's greatest pop group, is making 
a comeback at the age of 63. 

Gone are the long bushy locks of the 
llove-in days with John Lennon. With 
cropped hair and a dyed pink fringe, 
barking out lyrics to heavy guitar riffs. 
Yoko Ono is the grannie of grunge. 

Her album Rising, recorded with son 
Sean Ono Lennon and his band Ima, 
has been acclaimed by critics, much to 
her surprise. 

“Never in a million years did I think 
they’d turn around," says Ono. slated 
and ridiculed by the press for years. 

The paltry turnout of just 50 people 
to see her latest concert in Milan sug- 
gests. she still has some way to go in 
convincing music fans. 

But she still believes the musical 
tide has turned. “I think this genera- 
tion is going for a very far-out avant- 
garde kind of rock...They are very- 
aware of the 60s music and there’s a 
meeting point in terms of musical 
tastes." 

When Ono worries about releasing 
her most experimental tunes, her son 
reassures hen “It’s okay now 
mummy.” 

In an interview with Reuters 
Television programme Newsmaker, 
she says she never wanted to break up 
the Beatles and that it was a painful 
period for her, as w-ell as for fans. 

Ono may have pacified Beatles 
devotees last year by releasing some 
home-made tapes by Lennon, who 
was assassinated in New York in 1980 
a decade after the group broke up. 

To the delight of fans, Paul 
McCartney. George Harrison and 
Ringo Starr came together last 
November to record backing over two 
of Lennon’s ballads Free As A Bird 
and True Love. The singles were part 
of an anthology of Beatles hits, but 
Rising, which was released the same 
month got better reviews. 

Ono would not say if she planned to 
release more tapes of her late husband 
but she did not deny she had more up 
her sleeve. 

Ono says her own songs are inspired 
by a sense of end-of-century malaise: 
“I think there's a worldwide depres- 
sion, worry, fear...A feeling we're 
going towards the year 2000 but we 
haven't achieved as much as we want- 
ed to in terms of bettering society and 
cleaning up pollution.” 

Her message, she says, is: "Be 
patient It’s going to be all right.” Her 
newfound optimism seems a long way 


Yoko Ono and John Lennon on their wedding day in 1969 

from the urgency of her 60s peacenik 
days. 

Then Ono and Lennon shared iheir 
honeymoon with the world’s press in a 
week-long lie-in in the Amsterdam 
Hilton, as pan of a vigil for peace. 

“At the lime of the bed we thought 
1984 would be a disaster and we 
thought there was going to be a third 
world war.” she says. It was a way of 
promoting world peace by downing 
around, with the hit >ong "Give Peace 
A Chance giving their effort a serious 
push, she adds. 

Ono is certainly no stranger to pub- 
licity. She recently tore out pages of a 
Bible during a concert in New York 
and handed them out to fans, much lo 
the anger of the church. 

She said her gesture was intended to 
be a symbol for the “sharing of God’s 
words.” 

Bom into a wealthy banking family 
in Tokyo in the 30s. with a Buddhist 
mother and Christian father. Yoko says 
she was a rebel from the start. 

Her conservative father tried to dis- 
courage Ono from composing music, 
because he said there were no famous 
women composers, which showed 
they had no natural talent. 

"John was a rebel too. that's how we 
got together.” 

They first met at an exhibition of her 
paintings in London. Ono was already 
well-established in the New York 
alternative art scene, making films, art 
and music. 


Lennon arrived an hour before the 
opening and she had no idea who he 
was. bul there was an instant attrac- 
tion. 

She knew when he asked if he could 
hummer an imaginary' nail into one ol 
her blank white conceptual pieces of 
an that they were on the same wave- 
length. 

“Between John and me something 
was going on that was incredible." she 
savs. "We were terribly shy and inse- 
cure as people, but terribly arrogant as 
artists." 

When tlie Beatles decided to split up 
in 1969. Ono bore the brunt of the 
fans’ bitterness and was nicknamed 
the “dragon lady" by lhe press. She 
says her confidence in her creative 
ability carried her through. 

She still lives in the apartment she 
shared with Lennon overlooking New 
York's Central Park, a stone's throw 
from where he was gunned down by ;i 
crazed fan. 

“I feel he's still protecting us. look- 
ing o'er us." Lennon’s widow says. 

However successful she becomes, 
the image of Ono with Lennon at then 
love-in, united in their long-haired 
nakedness, may still prove to be the 
one that endures in the public’s mem- 
ory. 

She remains unconcerned by the 
huge Lennon legacy hanging over her. 
She says simply: “I would like to be 
remembered as what 1 was. whatever! 
that was." 
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China’s ‘little emperors’ dominate U.K. becoming a nation of wheezers 


food industries, government policy 


By Asher Bolande 
Agence France Presse 

HONG KONG) — The appetites of China’s mil- 
lions of -‘little emperors’- — the much-indulged 

P roducts of Beijing’s one-child policy — have 
ecome an unparalleled foe os of attention for 
food industries and the government 
According to anthropologists gathered at an 
international conference here on China’s “ehang- 


opportumty fast-food chains and “children’s 
food” makers have pounced on. 

“China’s birth-control policies, especially the 
one-child policy, has meant that children are 
doted on even more by parents and grandparents, 
sometimes to irrational extents,” said Guo Ynhua, 
a researcher with the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences. 

“There is a clear trend toward child-centered 
families.” she said, citing survey research on food 
soending in Beijing and rural Jiangsu province. 

But there is more at issue than simple over- 
indulgence, said Jing Jun, a City University of 
New York faculty member. 

Increasingly, for the four grandparents and two 
parents, the single offspring is not only the focus 
of affection but fervent hopes for future econom- 
ic welfare. 

It has become a worthwhile investment to spend 
lavishly on baby food and children’s food — 
expensive, health-oriented commodities unknown 
in China until recent years, be said. 

Mr. Jing said baby-food giants like U.S.-based 
Heinz and Swiss-based Nestle have aggressively 
promoted their products in China, focusing on 
the modern sophistication their foreign brand- 
names project 

“Not surprisingly, the Heinz (television) com- 
mercials not only picture plump, smiling Chinese 
babies but offer a quick spiel on vitamins and 
min *rals in scientific jargon to assure viewers of 
the highest nutrition,” Mr. Jing said. 

In an era when the Chinese state is dismantling 
it« Communist-style universal welfare system, the 
age-old view that "“what you feed (a son) is what 
be feeds you in the future” has taken on renewed 
meaning. 

t he i act is not lost on the Chinese government, 
Mr. J ; ng said. After restricting families to one 
child, Beijing aimed to assure me health of those 


children in a corresponding fashion, he said. 

In 1981 — two years after the one-child policy 
emerged — the sixth five-year plan established 
the children’s food industry as a non-profit state 
sector, ostensibly to guarantee nutritional quality 
imperatives. 

But commercialisation took hold in the mid- 
eighties, as foreign joint ventures began to partic- 
ipate in the market Now, the state is attempting 
to shift its role in the highly profitable sector from 
a supplier to a concerned regulator, Mr. Jing said. 

Zhao Yang, an official with the State Coundi 
Research Centre for rural development told AFP 
the government has formulated safety and nutri- 
tional rules on children’s food that are waiting to 
be codified into law. 

Requirements covering standards of material 
input are being expanded and clarified, for exam- 
ple. 

But he said rules are difficult to formulate, as 
many domestically made health tonics sold for 
infants and children have Chinese herbal-medi- 
cine ingredients, the properties of which are not 
well-researched in laboratories. 

Popular inexpensive tonics, such as Wa Ha Ha 
(baby smile), are getting special official attention 
because they are sometimes used as food substi- 
tutes for children, particularly in rural areas, he 
said. 

Mr. Zhao also acknowledged that unscrupu- 
lously made imitations of approved brand-name 
products, a persistent problem in China, pose a 
health danger. 

Whether the government is prepared to face 
down the growing fast-food industry in China in 
the name of children’s health is another question. 

Eriberto Lozada, a Harvard University faculty 
anthropologist, said global business giants like 
Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC) and McDonald’s 
have strategically — and successfully — targeted 
children to attract Chinese consumers. 

In a Bejjing study, he said parents’ stated reason 
for going to KFC, was their child’s preference, 
heightened by child-oriented decoration, cartoon 
characters, furniture design, play areas and toy 
give-aways. 

“Children have become consumers in their own 
right,” Mr. Lozada said. 


Mr. Jmg said. After restricting families to one “Children have become consumers in their own 
child, Beijing aimed to assure the health of those right,” Mr. Lozada said. 

Seaweed may kill cancer — report 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's ‘ 
Takara Shuzo Co. has said 
Monday it had discovered 
that a polysaccharide in sea- 
weed and kelp has the effect 
of killing off cancer cells, 
the Kyodo News Agency 
reported, 

. The distilled spirits maker . 


said the effect was discov- 
ered when polysaccharide 
extractions were introduced 
into a test tube of propagat- 
ing cancer cells. There was 
no such effect on normal 
cells. 

No, official ,;was immedi- 
ately.. available, at. .Takara 


Shuzo to confirm the. report. 

The company, collaborat- 
ing with a research labora- 
tory. is considering, conduct- 
ing experiments on animals 
in the future on the effect of 
polysaccharide and hopes to 
..eventually develop, anti- 
, cancer drugs and, .health 


products, Kyodo said! 

• The company started 
research on. seaweed and 
kelp seeing that the death 
rates fromcancer are low in 
regions where seaweed and 
kelp are regularly eaten, 
Kyodo said. 
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By Daniel J. Read 
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Liel Week's Cryptograms 

1. Policlelna say* the charges against him were politically 
motivated. In any event, the money involved ear a loan. 
Honest! 

2. Zany violinist often prefers to strum lively piaaioato 
without a bow because, he soys, it has more pizaazz. 

SL Our happy teenagers onjoy eating msslt from nil the food 
groups: Junk, fast, deli, and take-out. 

4. Big burly boto proudly bnzzos around town in best-up 
station wagon. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

l.JXTLC JQ8AJBALJTK WK ETUALK MWD QKU 
CQSS EAK’J JCTLA JASSJ XAQFP BQWL TY 
DLQP MTTCJ CT JATAK.VTTC HTP. 

— By Bari Ireland 

2.IPV UDHEDHTIV I0N9G8HA9W TST HTODZZ 
ZHVSMO PTC TB 38GATT; CDCI UDCCJIYH 
IBTZZAU AC RAWPIVR SDN. - By Sol Talanlrer 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 
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C LITO WE D 
-By tC. Doyle 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain is becom- 
ing a nation of wheezers with almost 
half the population experiencing asth- 
matic symptoms by the time they are 
33, according to new research. 

A study of more than 18,000 people 
born in March 1958 suggests that a 
fifth of Britons have had asthma or a 
wheeze by the age of seven, a quarter 
by 16 and almost a half by 33, the 
British Medical Journal reported. 

Responding to the findings, the 
British Lung Foundation said that 
while Britain was becoming increas- 
ingly affected by wheezing illness, 
research in this area had been “criti- 
cally ignored.” 

Doctors from Saint George's 
Hospital, London, based results on 
five interviews with the study subjects 
conducted at intervals as they grew up. 

They were asked questions about ill- 
nesses, their lifestyle and social back- 
ground. 

The analysis showed that wheezing 


in childhood was linked with pneumo- 
nia. hay fever and eczema. But asth- 
matic symptoms in early adulthood 
were most strongly linked with smok- 
ing. 

Smoking also increased the risk of 
childhood asthma recurring in adult- 
hood, but did not account for all the 
increased risk. 

David Strachan and colleagues at the 
hospital who carried out the research 
wrote in the British Medical Journal: 
“Our estimates of incidence, particu- 
larly in early childhood, are likely to 
be conservative. 

*‘At least two-thirds of children who 
develop wheezing by the age of 16 do 
so before they are five-years-old, and 
many experience their first attack in 
infancy. 

“Abnormalities in lung function are 
detectable before the onset of asthmat- 
ic symptoms. Some casual agents 
must therefore act very early in life, 
possibly before birth.” they wrote. 


However the influence of maternal 
smoking on the incidence of wheezing 
in early childhood was ’‘weak aq£ 
inconsistent” in contrast to the fi^gs 
ings of several other studies. ** 

Smoking was a "powerful and 
potentially avoidable risk factor’ fn£. 
wheezing starting in adult life. 

The study showed that even, after a 
disease-free interval of seven years or 
more, subjects with a history of asth- 
matic svmptoms in childhood retained 
a risk of whee2ing later in life above 
that of their healthy peers. 

Ian Govendir. chief executive of the 
British Lung Foundation, said: 
“Britain is becoming more and more 
affected by wheezing illness, yet 
research into this area has been criti- 
cally ignored. 

“New data shows that lung disease 
receives only a very small share of the 
medical research cake compared with 
other areas.” he added. 


Studies exonerate air pollution as cause of asthma 


By Maggie Fox 
Reuter 

LONDON — Doctors said they had 
cleared air pollution as a cause of a 
worldwide increase in asthma cases 
and the problem might instead start in 
infancy or even before birth. 

Smoking, diet and living in houses 
that were too clean and sealed off from 
the outside world were all important 
factors that needed to be studied more, 
experts told a conference on as thma in 
London. 

Stephen Holgate, a medical profes- 
sor at the University of Southampton 
and conference chairman, said two 
studies seemed to clear pollution of 
blame. 

“Air pollution has dropped dramati- 
cally since the 1950s.. .and that has 
been associated with an upward trend 
in asthma,” be said. 

Pollution now came from vehicle 
exhausts rather than coal fires but even 
places with little air pollution, such as 
the Shetland Lsles, had seen increases 
in asthma. 


Ann Woolcock, a medical professor 
at the University of Sydney, said air 
pollution clearly aggravated asthma in 
people who had the condition but this 
did not mean it was the underlying 
cause. 

Asthma, an abnormal reaction of the 
imm une system, causes the airways to 
become irritated, sometimes to the 
point where they swell almost shuL If 
untreated, it can kill. 

“Every single study has shown an 
increase,” Prof. Woolcock said. "And 
the studies are from all over the 
world.” 

The experts said it was important to 
find out whai caused the changes in 
the imm une system which, once there, 
seemed to be permanent The second 
step was to find the best way to avoid 
triggering attacks in patients. 

Indoor pollution was a likely cause 
and trigger. Study after study had 
shown that chil dren living in tightly 
sealed homes, with carpeting that har- 
boured dust mites, were especially 
prone to asthma. 

Allergy to dust mites is strongly 


implicated in asthma. 

“I think it makes sense to have chil- 
dren out of doors.” Prof. Woolcock 
said. More exercise, less television 
and less junk food would all probably 
help, she said. 

Food was probably an important fac- 
tor. doctors told the conference, bur 
they said more research was needed^ 
“It’s premature to tell the public 
what to eat to avoid asthma.” said 
Scott Weiss of the Harvard University 
Medical School. “There’s a sense of 
‘if f just eat this food. 1 won’t get asth- 
ma’ and we are not at this level yet,” 
Dr. Weiss said studies he had con- 
ducted had found Vitamin C seemed 
important It could prevent inflamma- 
tion of the airways and strengthens the 
immune system, he said. 

There was also a role for Omega-3 
and Omega-6 fatty acids, found in 
flaxseed oil, soya oil and fish oil. 

“Clearly in W’estera society we eat 
way too much animal fat.” Dr. Weiss 
said. A diet high in fruits and vegeta- 
bles would probably help protect suf- 
ferers, the researchers agreed. 


Global warming linked to disease increase 


By Grant McCool 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — Global warming and 
a decline in the quality of the world’s 
ecosystems are increasing illnesses 
from water-borne organisms and from 
diseases such as malaria, dengue fever 
and Lyme disease, environmentalists 
said. 


The environmentalists, senior rrtah- 'gies. rr ’ PI " •* -iv 


issues. 

“We will say, ‘look, you have the 
real convention, but now we have to 
move from that convention to real 
action, we don’t have any time to 
waste,’” he said. 

The convention on biological diver- 
sity addressed the problem of species 
loss worldwide, with a commitment to 
national plans and conservation strate- 


agers of government and non-govttffi- 
mental organisations (NGOs) from 
around the world, ended a two-week 
conference in New York by issuing a 
declaration calling for urgent action on 
the convention on biological diversity 
signed at the Earth Summit in Rio De 
Janeiro. Brazil, in 1992. 

“We're only beginning to get a win- 
dow on the effects of global wann- 
ing,” said Don Melnick, the professor 
who directed the conference. “If there 
are correlations (with disease) this 
early, then there are going to be more 
correlations later on in the research.” 

Melnick, professor of anthropology 
and biological sciences at Columbia 
University, said in an interview that 
the declaration approved by the con- 
ference sought more spending, train- 
ing and publicity on environmental 


Prof.- 'Melnick said he hoped the 
influence of the participants in the 
New York conference, who came from 
Africa, Asia, Europe, North America, 
South America and Central America, 
would speed up the process. 

According to the conference hosts, 
the New York-based Centre for Envi- 
ronmental Research and Conservation, 
“chpges in species composition in 
habitats, extinctions, and other manip- 
ulations of our environment have seen 
and unseen implications for human 
health.” 

Prof. Melnick said examples were an 
increase in Lyme disease carried by 
deer ticks in the northeastern United 
States. The number of predators who 
stalk deer have decreased and there is 
more contact between humans and 
deers than in the past. 


Malaria and dengue fever were or 
the increase in South East Asia, parti * 
ulary in Indonesia, he said. 

He said a water-borne microorgan- 
ism, Cryptosporidium parvura. had 
emerged in New York state as a poten- 
tially serious threat to humans, espe- 
cially those whose immune systems 
are compromised by the human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) or 
other illness. r ' 

“We are now investigating the rela- 
tionship between the quality of the 
ecosystems around watersheds and the 
level of Cryptosporidium in the water,** 
Prof. Melnick said. 

“The hypothesis is that as you move 
from more natural populations of 
mammals to altered ecosystems with 
domestic animals, the levels of Cryp- 
tosporidium go up.” 

He said such diseases grew out of 
the distribution of water. He said 
changes in habitat and local tempera- 
tures or global temperatures affected 
the distribution of water. ^ 

“If it affects it at the wrong time of 
year, that’s when you can get an explo- 
sion in population or disease. You 
have altered the natural cycle,” Prof. 
Melnick said. 


Study: Exercise is best treatment 
for non-insulin dependent diabetes 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Exercise is perhaps the best 
treatment for non-insulin 
dependent diabetes and can 
prevent some complications 
of the ailment, according to 
a new study. 

With regular, moderately 
vigorous exercise, the risk 
of contracting a worse form 
of diabetes, type n, is 
reduced by 25 per cent and 


the risk of contracting a 
heart ailment is cut by 50 
per cent, according to a 
study released at an Ame- 
rican Diabetes Association 
meeting in San Francisco. 

Walking for 45 minutes 
per day is enough to sharply 
reduce the risk of contract- 
ing ailments related to dia- 
betes, said Jean-Pierre Des- 
pres of Laval University 


Hospital in Quebec, Ca- 
nada. 

TVpe n diabetes affects 
about 7.5 million Ameri- 
cans, whose pancreases fail 
to produce the insulin need- 
ed to transfer glucose to 
cells for energy. The dia- 
betes makes it twice as like- 
ly that men will suffer heart 
problems and three times as 
likely that women will. 


Type II diabetes tends to 
affect primarily obese and 
sedentary adults and is the 
sixth leading cause of death 
in the United States. Heart 
disease is not the only 
severe complication it caus- 
es. Others are blindness, ^ 
kidney failure and nervt^? 
damage. 



THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 

A community is like a ship; everyone ought to be pre- 
pared to take the helm. 

— Henrik Ibsen, Norwegian d ramatis t and poet 
(1828-1906) 

No one is such a liar as the indignant man 

— Friedrich Nietzsche, German phiiospher (1844- 
1900) 

The life of the nation is secure only while the nation Is 
honest, truthful, and virtuous. 

— Frederick Douglass (C 1817-1895) 

Never lose your temper with the press or the public is 
a major rule of political life. 

— Dame Christa bel Pankhurst, English suffragist 

(1880-1958) ^ 

The only joy in the world is to begin. 

— Cesare Pavese, Italian novelist (1908-1950) 

As scarce as truth is, the supply is always greater than 
die demand. 

— “Josh Biliings” (Henry Wheeler Shaw), 
American author (1818-1885) 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE: 

1. Glare - to shine dazzlingly; to stare fiercely. 

Glair- white of an egg; a glaze or thin glue made 
from this. 

Galore- abundance; plenty. 

2. Mrs. Sarah Gamp. 

3. Old name of a woman’s loose blouse: a kind of bis- 
cuit containing currants. 

4. A street boy; an urchin. 

5. A branch of medical study dealing with old ace and 

its diseases. b 

* * * * * 

PUZZLES 

SUBURBAN RAILWAY SYSTEM 
Here is a solution starting from station 
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CAIRO(AFP) — The international organisation Green- 
peace on Wednesday urged Arab leaders to condemn 
Chinese and U.S. nuclear testing ax their summit in 
Cairo this weekend. "As international negotiations on a 
comprehensive nuclear test baa treaty reach a crucial 
point in Geneva, Greenpeace uiges the Arab states to 
voice their strong opposition to nuclear testing in China 
and the United States," said Mario Damato of Green- 
peace’s Mediterranean office in Malta. "The Arab 
League should demand that U.S. and Chinese nuclear 
test sites and all similar sites in the world be shut down 
once and forever," Mr. Damato added in a statement. 
Twenty-one Arab countries are to take pan in tbe sum- 
mit on Saturday and Sunday aiming to pressure Israel's 
new right-wing prime minister, Benyamin Netanyahu, 
to soften his stance on the Middle Hast peace process! 
The Arab league said Monday that the threat posed by 
Israel’s nuclear weapons would be on the agenda of the 
summit- Arab commies want Israel to dismantle its 
nuclear arsenal, which the Jewish state has never 
acknowledged, so the Middle East can become a zone 
fiee of weapons of mass destruction. 

Three minor quakes hit Turkey ' 

^ISTANBUL (AFP) — Three quakes registering up to 4.4 
*oo the Richter scale hit regions in southern and western 
Turkey Wednesday but caused no injuries, seismolo- 
gists said here. Two tremors at 2343 GMT and 0317 
GMT in the southern region of Hatay were registered at 
4.1 and 4.4 on the open-ended scale. The third occurred 
in the western Izmir region at 0310 GMT. 

lurldsh businesses hit in arson attacks 

BERLIN (AFP) — Three Turkish travel agencies were 
damaged in a wave of petrol bomb attacks overnight, 
Beilin police said Wednesday. Investigators found a 
handwritten note at the scene of one of the attacks, prob- 
ably from the hardline Turkish Communist Party, 
police said. It included the words in German: "Long live 
our fighters on hunger strike." However, police are not 
ruling out a link with the banned Kurdistan Workers’ 
Parly (PKK). A wave of attacks on Turkish businesses 
in Germany last year was blamed largely on PKK mili- 
tants. 

^ Woman sniffs out rapist in Berlin 

BEIRUT (AFP) — A Norwegian rape victim helped 
police nab her attacker when she recognised his "fool 
body odour," the French language daily L’oriem-le Jour 
reported on Wednesday. The Norwegian woman and her 
Lebanese husband were returning . . home from a. dinner 
party jWbep a gunman stopped foe^ car on a dark moun- 
tain road north of Beirut, and; .forced them out He 
dragged the- woman to a wood where be rapOd her and 
stole her jewellery before fleeing. Even though she had 
not seen him clearly, the woman picked her attacker 
oat of an identity parade of a dozen men after sniffing 
his "foul body odour," tbe newspaper said. Shortly 
beforehand the rapist had testified to foe police. 


EU holds seminar on Somali options 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Around 30 Somali intellectuals are 
to meet in the western Kenyan town of Naivasha on 
ul innjvi.imrc' Thursday for a three-day European Union-funded semi- 
fit .«i rt.iivi 7 nar on political structures far Somalia, the EU office 
here said. The discussions will centre around different 
types of administration which could be considered by 
Somali decision-makers setting up future governments 
in the war- torn country. Somalia has not had a proper 
government since the ouster of former dictator Siad 
Bane in 1991 and has been riven by factional fighting. 
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Kabul robbed of $70,000 

KABUL (AP) — Thieves stole $70,000 from a United 
Nations office in Afghanistan's war-weary capital, a 
UN. official said on Wednesday. Police has arrested 17 
suspects in connection with foe robbery at the office of 
the UN. High Commissioner for Refugees, according 
to Terry PStzner, head of the UNHCR office in Kabul. 
It's not clear why the theft, which occurred nearly ODe 
month ago, was kept secret or why it was revealed now. 
All the suspects are Afghan nationals and two are 
UNHCR employees, said Mr. Pitznen "We are happy 
with what they (police) have been done so far with foe 
investigation which is now into its final stage,” he said. 
Ml Pitzner said the robbery virtually bankrupted the 
UNHCR's programmes in Kabul. Much of the UNHCR 
effort is directed at the thousands of displaced people 
living in Kabul, often in squalid conditions in war-ruined 
neighbourhoods. "It is a severe crime to steal from one 
of the poorest nations," said Ml Pitzner. "I hope foe 
police are tough on tbe culprits." The $70,000 was to be 
used to pay salaries and run UNHCR programmes, he 
said 

Soldiers kills 28 Kurdish rebels 

DIYARBAK3R, Turkey (AP) — Twemy-dght Kurdish 
rebels were reported killed Wednesday in a clash in 
southeastern Turkey as the three-month-old military 
campaign against the guerrillas showed no signs of 
letup. The regional governor's office, reporting foe 
casualties, said that the battle occurred in eastern Van 
province, neighbouring Iran. The rebels were tracked 
down after kidnapping four shepherds, who were res- 
cued during the clash, it added In other action, five sol- 
diers were killed when Kurdish rebels ambushed a mili- 
tary patrol vehicle in eastern Elazig province Tuesday 
night, the Anatolia news agency said A spring offensive 
launched by foe army in April throughout the region has 
claimed the lives of more than 1,100 rebels and 100 sol- 
diers, according to official figures. The Kurdish guerril- 
las have been fighting for autonomy since 1984. The 
military's operations have spilled into Iraq at times to hit 
rebel bases there, most recently last week. 


Human disaster 
continues in Iraq, 
Care reports 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Follow- 
ing an assessment mission 
to Iraq, foe international 
humanitarian organisation 
Care’s Middle East region- 
al director is warning of a 
continuing humanitarian 
crisis in the country in spite 
of an “oil for food” agree- 
ment between foe United 
Nations and the govern- 
ment of Iraq. 

Robert Yallop says 
humanitarian work must 
continue in Iraq, adding 
that the world should not 
think the “oil for food" 
agreement will bring 
immariiafp change. 

“The children's hospitals 
I have just visited are with- 
out sterile areas, have no 
antiseptics or disinfectants 
available, and have no air 
conditioning in 50 degrees 
Celsius temperatures. Fur- 
thermore, they have virtual- 
ly no nursing or cleaning 
staff. 

“But the most profoundly 
disturbing situation is the 
chronic stage of malnutri- 
tion of all admissions into 
tbe hospitals. Many chil- 
dren have had birth weights 
of between two kilo- 
grammes and three kilo- 
grammes, and tbe mothers 
accompanying children in 
tbe hospitals are nearly all 
anaemic and malnourished. 
Tbe situation is absolutely 
appalling." 


The: oil-for-food agree- 
ment" allows Iraq to sell $2 
billion worth of oil, but 
only about 52 per cent of 
foe returns will go to 
humanitarian needs in the 
government - controlled 
areas of Iraq. The remain- 
der will go to the United 
Nations, war compensa- 
tion, and to U.N.. humani- 
tarian operations in non- 
government controlled 
northern Iraq. 

“There is not expected to 
be any appreciable impact 
from heightened food or 
medical supplies in Iraq for 
ax last three or four 
months” says Mr. Yallop. 
“At present, the vast major- 
ity of families cannot afford 
adequate food, clothing or 
medical care. Any further 
food and medicine will 
only meet a small portion 
of foe needs in Iraq and will 
be poor in protein. 

“The international com- 
munity must continue to 
provide humanitarian assis- 
tance in Iraq. Th agreement 
between the U.N. and the 
government of Iraq is defi- 
nitely welcome, but the 
limited amount of food and 
medicine involved will not 
end foe humanitarian crisis. 
Much, much more is need- 
ed. Only when Iraq con sell 
oil freely can the massive 
scale of humanitarian needs 
be met." 


Draft said to condition Israel ties 

(Con tin tied from page 1) 


a "cover-up'' for his hardline 
policies. 

Mr. Bouez stressed that 
any invitation to resume the 
stalled peace negotiations 
with Israel must be based on 
foe principle of a land-for- 
peace settlement. 

."I think that even if his 
proposal seems to be positive 
on the form.,,. -.the re are-still 
some • interrogation .points," 
Mr. Bouez told reporters. 

“What about the full with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights, what about the with- 
drawal from the West Bank, 
what about the status of Jeru- 
salem and what about the. 
future of the Palestinian 
state?" he asked. 

“I’m afraid that the posi- 
tive style in the proposal is 
covering up for some very 
haTd positions," he added. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy urged Syria to- 
join the Jewish state in mak- 
ing compromises for peace. 

“Both sides, if there’s an 
interest in peace, will meet in 
the middle. We want peace. 
That's not enough. Is the 
other side truly ready for it? 
It must prove it... If both 
sides want peace and we want 
peace, well meet in the mid- 
dle." he told Israel Radio. 

Egypt has slammed the 
policies of Mr. Netanyahu, 
warning that his govern- 
ment’s positions risk damag- 
ing the peace process. 

“This programme shows a 
hardening in the Israeli posi- 
tion which can only create 
negative effects on the peace 
process," Mr. Musa said late 
Tuesday. 

In his speech Mr. Netany- 
ahu “did not reply to several 
questions but instead raised 
many more. He expresses the 
desire for peace and good 
relations but at the same time 
he says no,” Mr. Musa 
added. 

At least 11 Arab leaders 
will attend the Arab summit 
in Cairo. Other heads of state 
■may attend in person or send 
representatives. 

Here is a list of the delega- 
tion heads, based on official 
sources in Cairo or their 
countries. A second list of 
expected delegation leaders 
is based on press or diploma- 


tic sources. 

Two other members of the 
Arab League — Algeria and 

Tunisia — have not said who 
will be representing them at 
the meeting. Iraq has not 
been invited. 

1. Confirmed: Bahrain — 
the emir.' Sheikh Isa Ben 
Salman AI Khalifa, Ccrn\oros 
President Mohammad 
Taki; Djibouti — President 
Hassan Gouled; Egypt — - 
President Hosni Mubarak; 
Jordan — King Hussein; 
Kuwait — Crown Prince 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al 
Sabah; Lebanon — President 
Elias Hrawi; Mauritania — 
President Maaouya Ould 
Sid'Ahmad Taya; Palestine 

— President Yasser Arafat; 
Qatar — Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem 
Ben Jabr Al Thani; Saudi 
Arabia — Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz; 
Somalia — Abdullah Hassan 
Mahmoud, ambassador to 
Egypt; Sudan — President 
Omar Hassan Ai Bashir; 
Syria — President Hafez Al 
Assad; the United Arab Emi- 
rates — Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Zaid Al Nahayan. crown 
prince of Abu Dhabi; Yemen 

— President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh. 

2. Expected: Libya — Leader 
Muammar Qadhafi; Morocco 

— Prime Minister Abdul 
Latif Filali; Oman — The- 
waini Ben Shehab Al Said, 
special adviser to the sultan, 
or Deputy Prime Minister for 
Cabinet Affairs Fahd Ben 
Mahmoud Al Said. 

An Egyptian government 
daily criticised on Wednesday 
Arab heads of state who will 
not attend the summit, saying 
the gathering is for ali coun- 
tries and not just those nego- 
tiating with Israel. 

“It is unacceptable for an 
Arab leader not to partici- 
pate in person at the summit 
(which) is not just for the 
Arab neighbours of Israel but 
for all Arab countries from 
the Atlantic to the Gulf," 
said Al Jumhouriya in an 
editorial. 

It said the summit “aims to 
strengthen the whole Arab 
World and not just those 
negotiating with Israel." 


Arab League slams Turkey 

(Continued from page 1) 


Syria is harbouring a leader 
of Turkey’s separatist Kurds. 

The Israeli embassy in 
Ankara strongly denied 
Wednesday that its ambassa- 
dor had expressed reserva- 
tions over the military coop- 
eration contract between 
Israel and Turkey. 

“Nothing is true" about 
the repon that the ambassa- 
dor, Zvi Elpeleg. was con- 
cerned about the defence 
pact with Turkey because of 
the political power of the 
Islamists there, embassy 


spokesman Eitan Neah said. 

“The ambassador never 
sent such a cable. It's a fab- 
rication.” the spokesman said 
of the information, broadcast 
by Israeli state radio earlier 
Wednesday. 

The radio said that Mr. 
Elpeleg justified his cautious 
srance by warning that the 
current transition govern- 
ment in Ankara could be 
replaced by a coalition led by 
Islamic fundamentalists, who 
have already warned they 
would scrap the deal. 
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Arab leaders seek unity, 
but differences run deep 


NICOSIA (.AFP) — Arab 
leaders open a summit in 
Cairo on Saturday aiming 
to restore Arab unity, but 
the bitter disputes which 
have poisoned relations are 
deeply rooted and unlikely 
to be resolved in just two 
days. 

“The Cairo summit is 
incapable of smoothing out 
the inter-Arab differences 
which have accumulated 
over decades and have 
become structural," said 
Ahmad Yousef Ahmad 
from the centre for Arab 
affairs in Cairo. 

"To overcome its prob- 
lems. foe Arab World needs 
a political maturity which 
escapes it at the moment.” 

The summit will be the 
first in six years and has 
been called amid fears for 
the peace process prompted 
by the victory of right- 
wing leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu in Israeli elec- 
tions which ousted peace 
architect Shimon Peres. 

The major Arab dispute 
pits the supporters and the 
adversaries of Iraq, follow- 


ing its August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait 

All Arab leaden con- 
demned Iraq at the last 
Arab summit held shortly 
after tbe invasion, but dif- 
fered over what action to 
take, with one camp oppos- 
ing the intervention of 
Western forces to rout Iraqi 
troops. 

The Israeli- Arab peace 
process launched in Octo- 
ber 1991 has proved anoth- 
er source of acrimony, with 
Syria angrily denouncing 
Jordan and tbe Palestinians 
for steaming ahead to con- 
clude separate deals with 
Israel. 

Talks between Syria and 
foe Jewish state have 
dragged, and Damascus 
has viewed suspiciously the 
start of fledging ties 
between the Gulf states of 
Oman and Qatar and three 
north African countries of 
Morocco, Tunisia and Mau- 
ritania in North Africa. 

Syria and Lebanon have 
boycotted the multilateral 
talks with Israel in which 
all other Arab countries. 


except Iraq, are involved, 
some reluctantly following 
pressure from the United 
States. 

A further sign of division 
came in 1994 when the six 
oil-rich Gulf monarchies 
unilaterally lifted their boy- 
cott on foreign companies 
dealing with Israel, still 
enforced by other Arab 
states. 

In foe aftermath of foe 
1991 Gulf war, lingering 
territorial and border dis- 
putes also reemeiged 
opposing neighbours such 
as Saudi Arabia against 
Yemen and Qatar. Egypt 
against Sudan, and Qatar 
against Bahrain. 

The collapse of Arab 
ranks is further illustrated 
by the inaction of regional 
bodies such as the Arab 
cooperation council, group- 
ing Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and 
Yemen set up after the 
19S0-I988 I ran -Iraq war, 
but frozen since 1990. 

The Arab Maghreb 
Union, of which gathers 
Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, 
Libya and Mauritania, is 


threatened with suspension 
because of a dispute 
between Rabat and Algiers. 

Moreover, Kuwait sull 
accuses the Palestinians, 
Sudan and Yemen of sup- 
porting the Iraq occupation. 

And the three Arab coun- 
tries under U.N. sanctions. 
Iraq, Libya and Sudan, 
have sharply criticised their 
partners within the 22- 
member Arab League for 
failing to do enough to sup- 
port them. 

"In face of foe complexity 
of the Arab situation, the 
Cairo summit will only be 
able to neutralise the con- 
flicts in order io prevent 
new differences erupting," 
said Ahmad. 

But Palestinian Deputy 
Haidar Abdul Shaft was 
more optimistic. 

"With a little willingness, 
the Arab countries could 
reach a minimum thresh- 
hold of understanding to 
face up to the many chal- 
lenges with which they are 
confronted.” 


Peace process needs assurances 

(Continued from page 1) 


and political pressure?* gener- 
ated in the Palestinian terri- 
tories.” he said. 

The election of Likud lead- 
er Benyamin Netanyahu as 
prime minister of Israel and 
the policy pronouncement he 
has since made have spread 
tears that his government 
would chill the peace process 
and slow, if not abort, the 
peace process. Mr. Netany- 
ahu's election was also ex- 
pected to stall the peace talks 
with Syria and Lebanon due 
to Mr. Netanyahu's declared 
intentions of retaining the 
occupied Golan Heights. 

Bui after talks with Cana- 
dian Prime Minister. Jean 
Chre'tien and other Cana- 
dian officials Prince Hassan 
warned against exaggerated 
pessimism" on the future of 
the peace talks alter Mr. 
Netanyahu's election and 
said Jordan would adopt a 
wait-and-see approach. 

The Prince and the Cana- 
dian premier said the Arab 
reaction to the return of 
Likud to power and the Arab 
summit which opens in Cairo 
Saturday should not push 
Israel into a ’siege mentality ' 
due to the negative repercus- 
sions such a situation would 
have on the peace process. 

The Prince said in his 
address to the council that 
Jordan will continue to work 
towards ensuring a compre- 
hensive peace in the region. 

"Jordan intends to con- 
tinue to provide the voice ol 
reason, neutrality and a vi- 


sion of peaceful co-existence 
amongst all neighbours." vud 
the Crown Prince, who was 
scheduled to leave tor Lon- 
don late Wedncsdav where 
he will deliver a lecture at the 
Charlcmagn institute and re- 
ceive an award trora the Jew- 
ish Institute on Policy Re- 
search. 

The Prince said that "with 
the peace process. Jordan is 
convinced not to confine its 
role to peacekeeping, peace 
making and peacebuilding in 
the Middle East but to con- 
tinue its commitment to mul- 
tilateralism." 

Prince Hassan. who was 
scheduled to meet with Cana- 
dian Minister of International 
Cooperation and Minister re- 
sponsible for Francophonie 
Pierre Pettigrew before leav- 
ing Canada, reiterated the 
Kingdom's commitment to 
the liberalisation of its eco- 
nomy. noting that it has com- 
pleted negotiations for a free 
trade agreement with the 
Euru-Med partnership and is 
proceeding with efforts to 
finalise talks on membership 
in the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO). 

Prince Hassan. who was 
accompanied on the visit by 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Survath. Minister of Post and 
Telecommunication Jamal 
Saraireh. Minister of Plan- 
ning Rima Khalaf. General 
Secretary of Parliament 
Hukam Khuir and other offi- 
cials. said that globalism had 
become the trend of contem- 


porary society but added th.it 
the "humanistic concept of 
globalisation has evolved 
from ihjt ot state secuntv in 
common l people! security." 

The aim :s not nnlv tree- 
d*-m tron: military lear. nuc- 
lear and otherwise, but the 
;::rfi at the end is tor people to 
live better iiic in comma m 
prosperity." said Prince Has- 
s.in. who added that the hu- 
man dimensions ot politics, 
security and economics are 
no longer to he discarded. 

• Reiterating the Kingdom's 
determination n* acheive 
- -lull dcmocratisation ot its 
governing institutions." the 
Crown Prince vud Jordan 
and its people will continue 
to contribute to human and 
cultural cisilis.ition.il under- 
standing. He said the .ditle- 
’ fert f lora the Kingdom hosted 
on intertaith dialogue and 
understanding had tackled 
issues pertaining to ethics and 
identified common values in 
business, env iron me m and 
gender issue:- among others. 

This was done in conformi- 
ty with "the Jordanian out- 
look that respects pluralism 
in its different lorms." 

The Prince also spoke of 
the danger of social erosion 
resulting from the spread ot 
poverty and urged joint 
efforts to address the impact 
of that on society in term-* ol 
the spread ot crime and vio- 
lence. 

Belorc leaving Ottawa for 
Montreal Wednesday, the 
Crown Prince held talks with 
the Canadian prime minister. 
Foreign Minister Lloyd A\- 
worthv and other officials on 
the peace process, refugees. 


insert, nth dialogue .md hi- 
laier.il relations 

I he 1 town Pimee also 
addressed meetings oil peace- 
building and t hitsliaii .uni 
Muslim non- gov ei menial 
organisations oie.miseil In 
the Canadian International 
Development \gencv 

in these talks Prince Has- 
san stressed tbe need to 
address the social economic 

and human dimensions oi she 
iclugcc problem, explaining 
that while Jordan, which 
hosts over -Jtt pei cent ot the 
overall Palestine refugee 
population, believes m the 
integration ol reliigees imr 
rejects their assimilation 
He also stressed the .im- 
portance ol ititcilaith dia- 
logue m promoting human 
understanding, saying that 
these meetings address com- 
mon values but do not com- 
promise on the beliefs of the 
followers o| three monotheis- 
tic religions that attend them. 

On the peace process, the 
Prince reiterated Jordan's 
commitment to comprehen- 
sive peace and stressed that 
there was no alternative to 
the peace process to ensure 
the prospentv and secuntv ot 
the Middle Last. 

Canadian officials express- 
ed support tin the Jordanian 
stand, vvuh Mr. Ax worthy 
emphasising the importance 
ot listening to the Crown 
Prince's views and assess- 
ment ol the peace process as 
it passes through a critical 
lime. He also said that Cana- 
da will support Jordan at the 
Group ot Seven meeting 
which will be held in France 
later this month. 


Ekeus 

(Continued from page 1) 

Guard sites which they 
deemed vital to foe country's 
security. 

U.N officials said Wednes- 
day all the inspectors except 
Mr. Smidovich would start 
leaving Bahrain for their 
home countries. 

Mr. Ekeus said in Man- 
ama, where he arrived from 
New York, that he hoped the 
firm rebuff from the Security 
Council would be seen by 
Baghdad as a "clear demon- 
stration of the will of the 
international community." 

But Salah Al Mukhtar. a 
prominent Iraqi editorialist, 
accused Mr. Ekeus of being 
“a liar and a tool of the 
Americans" who sought to 
violate Iraqi sovereignty by 
entering military sites to 
“slander the Iraqis." 

"When will your and vour 
master's bloody instinct come 
to an end?" Mr. Mukhtar 
asked in Al Jumhouriyah 
newspaper. “At the end of 
your trip, you will find Iraqi 
blood not only on your collar 
but also on your white hair 
and grey suit." 

Mr. Mukhtar said that 
when Mr. Ekeus insisted on 
access to any sites in Iraq he 
was “deliberately trying to 
insult the Iraqi people" and 
acting like an insolent "killer 
cowboy." 

Mr, Mukhtar accused Mr. 
Ekeus of trying to prolong 
U.N. trade sanctions on Iraq, 
which, he said, had so far 
caused the deaths of more 
than one million people. 


Netanyahu assumes premiership 


(Continued from page 1) 


summmii had raised Middle 
East tensions and challenged 
them to extend a hand to- 
wards peace. 

"The tension which they 
are trying to produce is un- 
necesary, completely un- 
necessary." said Mr. Levy, a 
relative moderate who has 
yet to show whether he will 
have foe clout in Mr. Netany- 
ahu's cabinet ro turn his 
words into action. 

“I expect to hear from this 
summit which is due to take 
place in the coming days a 
message of peace, a warm 
hand towards the state of 
Israel, in order that we will 
be able to work together." 
Mr. Levy told reporters. 

Washington urged Arab 
leaders not to hasten to judge 
the new ruling coalition of 
hawks, rabbis and soldiers 
even though Mr. Netanyahu 
has so far refused to meet 
Mr. Arafat. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher will 
meet the new prime minister 
in Jerusalem on Tuesday, and 
Mr. Netanyahu is expected to 
visit Washington on July 8. 

A likely first test of Mr. 
Netanyahu's government will 
be how it acts on the flash- 
point of occupied Hebron, a 
West Bank city of 120.000 
Palestinians and 400 Jews due 
for an Israeli troop redeploy- 
ment under the previous gov- 
ernment's peace deals. 

"In the matter of Hebron, 
the government will certainly 
in its coming meeting, cer- 
tainlv in the coming days. 


certainly have to determine a 
stance," Mr. Levy said be- 
fore the cabinet meeting. 

Mr. Netanyahu has been 
non-committal on the Heb- 
ron withdrawal. Settlers 
there oppose any army pull 
out from the town. 

At the handover ceremony 
Mr. Peres drew a laugh from 
Mr. Netanyahu w-hen he said: 
“I want to’ wish Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu suc- 
cess in his work. His success 
is the success of all of us. so 
long as we don’t share the 
failures." 

Mr. Netanyahu, speaking 
at a Wednesday's ceremony 
credited Mr. Peres for a half- 
century of service to the state 
and promised cooperation 
with the outgoing premier. 

Handing over the office he 
held for six months after the 
slaying of Prime Minister 
Yithzak Rabin. Mr. Peres 
said the path to peace would 
not be easy. 

"Israel is near the top of 
the mountain, but there are 
mines on the way to the 
peak," Mr. Peres said in a 
speech that seemed intended 
to insiuct his successor in the 
ways of governance. 

Tuesday's inauguration 
was marred by Mr. Netany- 
ahu’s tussling with his party's 
right-wing over a cabinet 
position for Mr. Sharon, who 
expected to be repaid for 
tireless campaiging with the 
coveted defence or finance" 
portfolios. 

A compromise being 
offered was the creation of a 


new portfolio for Mr. Sharon 
— infrastructure minister in 
charge of defence industries, 
the state land administration, 
railroads, and roads in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Sharon, however, has 
not yet accepted and Rafael 
Eitan, the new agriculture 
minister, has said he would 
boll the government before 
ceding authority over water 
sources to the newly estab- 
lished Sharon portfolio. 

The Sharon crisis culmin- 
ated a weeks-long juggling 
act in which Mr. Netanyahu 
negotiated coalition deals 
and completed his cabinet 
puzzle with a six-party coali- 
tion. 

Political commentator 
Yoel Marcus wrote in the 
Haaretz daily that Mr. 
Netanyahu. Israel’s first 
directly elected prime minis- 
ter. felt he owed little to 
Likud party rivals "who nev- 
er really believed he could 
win ... he humiliated them 
and showed them who's 
boss." 

At the first cabinet meeting 
Wednesday. Mr. Netanyahu 
called for government unity. 

"Il is very important that 
we make clear from the out- 
srarr that against the burdens 
we must bear, and there are 
many burdens and difficulties 
ahead, we will rise above any 
narrow consideration ... and 
work together to bring hope- 
and blessing to the peole of 
Israel," Mr? Netanyahu said. 

The new cabinet includes 
newcomers like Iraqi-born 
Yitzhak Mordechai as de- 
fence minister and former 
Soviet dissident Natan Shar- 
anksy as trade minister. 




s Economy 


Jordan Times, Thuisday-Friday, June 20-21, 1996 



Saudi petrodollars up but spending spree unlikely 


DUBAI (R) — Saadi Arabia 
has earned a nearly $4 bil- 
lion windfall in oil revenue 
during the first half of this 
year because of strong 
world prices, bankers said 
Wednesday. 

Bui the kingdom, whose 
oil revenues account for 70 
per cent of government 
income, is unlikely to go on 
a spending spree given the 
prospects for lower oil 
prices in foe next six 
months, foe Saudi-based 
bankers said. 

Riyadh, which is the 
world’s largest oil producer 
and exporter, has this year 
exported six million barrels 
per day (bpd) of crude at an 
average price of $3.00- 
$3.50 a barrel above foe 
$14-514.50 a barrel incor- 
porated in its 1996 budget 


Oil prices surged in the 
first half of the year because 
of a prolonged cold spell but 
are expected to come off 
recent highs later this year 
because of an agreement 
between Baghdad and the 
United Nations allowing 
Iraq to export oil 

Last year oil revenues 
were worth $39-5 billion. 

The higher than anticipat- 
ed revenue has allowed 
Riyadh to build up its for- 
eign currency reserves, pay 
for military supplies from 
allies such as the United 
States and meet a series of 
outstanding debts to con- 
tractors and farmers, 
bankers said. 

“The government is now 
implementing a retrench- 
ment policy. It is unlikely 
that foe government will go 


back to a major spending 
spree " Henry Azzam, chief 
economist at the Jeddah- 
based National Commercial 
Bank said. 

Riyadh’s apparent prefer- 
ence to build up reserves 
and pay off debts rather than 
pumping the money into the 
local market or. awarding 
major new mnlti-billion dol- 
lar contracts with leading 
contractors is in line with 
the government's efforts to 
rein in its $4.9 billion bud- 
get deficit. 

‘The increase is first seen 
in the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) sta- 
tistics which shows that for- 
eign currency reserves are 
up considerably" Mr. 
Azzam said. 

IMF figures for the first 
quarter of the year estimate 


foreign currency reserves at 
$10.5 billion, up $2 billion 
from the same period last 
year. 

Western arms suppliers 
are eagerly waiting for 
Riyadh, the world's largest 
arms importer, to announce 
new orders for warplanes 
and tanks. 

Government caution in 
releasing fresh petrodollars 
into foe economy is also 
explained by the outlook for 
weaker oil prices with the 
return of Iraqi oil to the 
market later this year 

Under an “oil-for-food” 
deal signed with between 
Baghdad and the United 
Nations on May 20, Iraq 
will export approximately 
800,000 bpd of oil to mar- 
kets for the first time since 
its invasion of Kuwait in 


August 1990. 

Tt's of course in the mind 
of Saudi planners. They 
know that Iraq could be a 
threat to oO prices later this 
year," one banker in Riyadh, 
who declined to be named, 
said 


The likelihood of higher 
output from producers out- 
side OPEC coupled with 
Iraqi exports and quota- 
busting by some OPEC 
states are expected to com- 
bine to weaken prices by 
some $2 a barrel in the sec- 
ond half of the year, energy 
analysts say. 

Benchmark cash Brent has 
averaged $19.00 this year, 
translating into a general 
pice for Saudi's six export 
grades of around $17.50 a 
barrel 


Arab Gulf states favour tight bank controls 


MUSCAT (AFP) — Arab 
Gulf states are in favour of 
tight controls on interna- 
tional banks to strengthen 
their financial position and 
ensure stability in world 
markets, the Saudi mone- 
tary chief said. 

Hamad A1 Sayari, gover- 
nor of the Saudi Arabian 
Monetary Agency (SAMA), 
said authorities in the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) were work- 
ing to consolidate their 
banking sector in line with 
recommendations of the 


Bank for International 
Settlement (BIS). 

“GCC states are keen 
about stability in the world 
financial markets as they are 
creditors of these markets 
and they benefit from their 
cash flows" he said in a lec- 
ture carried by the official 
Saudi Press Agency. 

“GCC states strongly sup- 
port the efforts and mea- 
sures taken by international 
supervisors to strenghfoen 
tbeir supervision of banks 
and finan cial institutions 
around the world." 


Mr. Sayari was referring 
to foe BIS’s Basle commit- 
tee, which has Issued guide- 
lines to banks worldwide on 
the level of tbeir capital ade- 
quacy, foe ratio between 
shareholders equities and 
assets. 

The guidelines stipulated 
all banks should have a min - 
imum adequacy of eight per 
cent to ensure they have 
enough funds to face any 
financial crisis. 

The committee also classi- 
fied developing nations, 
except Saudi Arabia, as 


high-risk countries in lend- 
ing activities because of 
their low adequacy. 

The kingdom, the world's 
top oil supplier, was exclud- 
ed from the classification 
because it was the fifth 
biggest creditor of the world 
bank. 

Such a classification has 
prompted most GCC states 
to carry out reforms in tbeir 
banking sector to boost ade- 
quacy in the hope they will 
be dropped from the high- 
risk list 

Mr. Sayrai said capital 


adequacy in Saudi Arabia’s 
banks had reached as high 
as 21 per cent due to mea- 
sures by SAMA to boost 
their capital base. 

“I think , the adequacy in 
the other. GCC members is 
equivalent to foe level' in 
Saudi Arabia,” he said. 

The GCC also groups 
Kuwait, B ahrain, Oman, 
Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) in a politi- 
cal, defence and economic 
alliance created in 1981. 


EU summit to tackle mounting jobs problem 


BRUSSELS (R) — In an 
attempt to revitalise confi- 
dence among consumers 
and businesses, EU leaders 
meeting in Florence this 
week are expected to 
endorse a sweeping jobs ini- 
tiative by European 
Co mmis sion President 
Jacques San ter. 

The so-called "pact of 
confidence for employ- 
ment” is designed to be the 
centrepiece of a s ummi t 
which risks being derailed 
by the row between Britain 
and the EU oyer mad cow 
disease.""; * 

' EU officials remain hope- 
ful that a deal on beef can be 
reached in time for the 
meeting on Friday and 
Saturday. 

Me. Santer’s multi-faceted 
approach, which includes a 
call for flexible working 
hours, is largely a political 


attempt to assuage growing 
public anxiety over unem- 
ployment 

With slightly more than 
18 million people out of 
work, the leaders of the 
EU’s 1 5 member states have 
come to recognise that their 
ambitions for closer eco- 
nomic and political integra- 
tion stand threatened by a 
failure to spur employment 
growth. 

Although parts of Mr. 
Santer’s programme are 
. simply a reminder to politi- 


ministers, union bosses and 
employers’ organisations 
failed to make any progress 
towards an accord on work- 
ing hours but agreed to con- 
tinue talks over the next sev- 
eral months. While the com- 
mission recognises that it 
can play only a marginal 
role in boosting jobs — the 
primary responsibility rest- 
ing with national govern- 
ments — Mr. Santers high- 
profile strategy hopes to 
focus foe of politi- 
Europe’s 


outlines of the confidence 
pact and a commitment on 
now to achieve the objec- 
tives in time for foe EU 
summit in Dublin in 
December. 

Also on foe agenda is an 
update on plans for econom- 
ic and monetary union 
(EMU). The progress report 
will highlight recent minis- 
terial talks on a revamped 
exchange rate mechanism 
(ERM) and efforts to secure 
a budget stability pact 

It has been broadly agreed 


competitive 
gle market, the controversial 
call far flexible working 
hours — especially more 
part-time jobs — goes to the 
heart of relations between 
employers and trade unions. 

Meeting in Rome on 
Saturday, European labour 


^ dans on Europe’s r most 

.dans, of prior .'commtwnfi' ^ j^fcfotfecanomic problem^ link i n g foe 
to create a vigourous and*-'- "Just/ a&?Madrid>was foe . ^single currency with -those 
European sin- summit of foe single curren- 
cy, Florence is supposed to 
be the employment sum- 
mit," said one senior com- 
mission official 
The objective of the 
Florence summit, say offi- 
cials, is to get an agreement 
in principle on the broad 


outside foe monetary bloc, 
is needed after the start of 
monetary union in 1999. 

In contrast to the current 
grid, the new mechanism is 
expected to be more flexi- 
ble, with a future European 
central bank (ECB) playing 
a central role in initiating 
currency realignments. 

Moreover, there are 
expected to be limi ts on 
ECB intervention for cur- 
rencies outside the new grid, 
a strategy designed to dis- 
suade countries from com- 
petitive devaluation. 


Oman expects surge 
in private investment 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf state of Oman expects 
investment by its private 
sector to more than double 
during its latest five-year 
development plan as it 
pursues reforms to diversify 
its oil-reliant economy. 

According to official 
Omani figures , private in- 
vestment is projected to 
reach around 3.8 bilion 
Omani riyals ($9.88 billion ) 
during the 1996-2000 plan, 
compared with nearly 1.5 
billion riyals ($3.9 6illion) 
during the previous plan. 

The projected investment 
accounts for around 53 per 
cent of the total investment 
during the 1996-2000 plan 
against the previous level of 
40 per cent, according to es- 
timates by the Omani 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. 

Bankers in Muscat said 
the increase was forecast be- 
cause the government has in- 
troduced fresh incentives for 
investors and is planning to 
set up mufti-biilion-dollar 
projects in participation 
with the private sector. 

Total investment during 
the 1996-2000 plan, Oman's 
fifth development blueprint, 
was projected by the Omani 
finance ministry to surge by 


87 per cent to 7.2S billion 
riyals (SI 8.9 billion) over 
the fourth plan. 

A large part of the funds 
would be pumped into an ($8 
billion) gas liquefaction 
plant (LNG) and an $800 mil- 
lion petrochemical project 
Other projects include elec- 
tricity. sewage treatment and 
industrial ventures. 

Oman, a small oil pro 
duccr outside OPEC, has 
launched a large-scale reform 
programme over the past few 
years to diversify its sources 
of income, which depends 
heavily on unpredictable 
crude export earnings. 

The reforms include pri- 
vatisations. incentives fo: 
industrial and other produc- 
tive enterprises, opening up 
the stock market to non- 
Omanis, freeing interest 
raxes and allowing foreign 
investors to fully own some 
projects. 

"The level of the ex- 
pected investment in the 
fifth development plan is not 
exaggerated," said Mahmoud 
A1 Jarwani. direcror of the 
Muscat Stock Exchange. 

Oman's reforms, the 
broadest in the oil-rich Gulf, 
have started to produce re- 
sults, with non-oil sectors 
recording high growth rates. 
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THE Daily Crossword by Diane c. Baldwin 


ACROSS 
1 Glowing coal 
6 Wag 

10 Quickly, briefly 

14 "Good Times" 
actress Esther 

15 Khayyam 

16 Songbird 
McEntire 

17 Grads 

1 8 Idler 

20 Comprehend 

21 Jalopy 

23 Kicks out 

24 Bump memento 

26 Forfeits 

27 Confederated 
29 Join 

31 Timely benefit 

32 With notched 
edges 

33 Health resort 

36 Handout reading 
39 He has the floor 

41 Moreover • 

42 Love, in Roma 

44 Factory location 

45 Sheepish 

46 Stands out 
48 Own up to 
50 Disinherit 

52 Heavenly ram 

53 Handled 
adversity 

54 Sweater size: 
abbr. 

57 Classical music 
fans 

59 Fast food cooker 

61 In a muddle 

62 Take on cargo 

63 Boredom 

64 Famous loch 

65 Sentry's beat 

66 Fills up 
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DOWN 

1 Epochs 

2 Double agent 

3 High society 
member 

4 Tree 

5 Save from peril 

6 Soda offerings 

7 Unpaid athlete 

8 Level 

9 Desert-like 


10 Stir up 

11 Feeling 

12 Aids a felon 

13 Overtake 

1 9 Infant's foot 
warmer 
22 Shed 

25 Skating place 

26 Speech - 

. affectation 

27 Singing group 

28 Diving bird 
30 Jumbo’s trunk 

32 Schoolboy collar 

33 Miser 

34 Sampras of 
lennis 

35 War god 

37 Posh 

38 Send out 
40 That 

43 Guinness Book 
listings 

45 Ends 

46 Sauft — Marie 

47 Gil of baseball, 
once 
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48 Floated aloft 

49 Attends a 
banquet 

51 Agitated 

52 Author Milne 


53 Ta-ta in Turin 

55 Adhesive 

56 Vale students 
58 Swiss peak 

60 Genetic material 


THE BET TER HALF, By Giasbergen 

61AS6£*6EtJ- 




'I got a bigger antenna for my phone. 
} think it makes me look taller.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Hand Arnold and Mika Argirion 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour .-ordinary words. 


pa 





You promised to 
rake ihe yard 
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A PROCRAS- 
TINATORS 
FAVORITE RAY. 


Now arrange the circled toners to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : 


• i mimi 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: 

Answer 


(Answers tomorrow) 
GLAND SCOUT BODICE ORIOLE 
Why toe pasta chef ran a successful 
restaurant — HE USED HIS NOODLE 


Peanuts 


I M GOING TO HAVE A DOG! SNOOPY'S 
BROTHER IS COMING FROM THE DESERT, 
AND HE’S GOING TO BE MV DOG J 


vou're CRAZY, RERUN. 
MOM WILL NEVER LET 
VOU HAVE A DOG ! 


1 WONDER 
IF HE'S THE 
KIND WHO 
HOWLS AT 
THE MOON... 


I KNOW SPIKE.. 
HE'D HOWL AT 
A NIGHT LI6HT.. 




horoscope 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAy 
JUNE 20, 1996 

ARIES: (March 21 to April $6 
You arise fediag wide awake ad 
enthused coday and get right at 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 2!) 
Show more affection far your 
irwre and strengthen (he bonds 
between you. Gee busy expanding 
your business far your prosperity 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Discuss with partners just how to 
have more accord in the days 
ahead. Some new item crops 
which can open the door to 
change. 

MOON CHILDREN: (hate 22 
to July 21) Buy the mechanisms 
which can make your career activ- 
ities more efficient today and less 
difficult. Take it easy untight. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Mate those arra ng e m e nt s in tfac 
morning today for recreation later 
fiynighi on with persons you gkc. 
Work on some ralcm you have. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 

September 22) Get the situational 
h pm* improved considerably in 
ihd mrerang today. Have guests In 
who have interesting ideas for 

your advancement. 

LIBRA: (September 23 10 

October 22) Be charming al 
time and convince others to help 
you with a plan you are working 
on, and show generosity in toe 
praise for the assistance. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 

November 21) Think about how to 
get greater abundance today if yen 
are to become more prosperous. 
Set up a plan which is workable. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
10 December 21) You are highly 
magneti c today and you cm 
impress others tremendously and 
thereby gain your aims for you to 
be successful. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
Jan. 20) Take rime to be alone 
with an expert and plan greater 
expansion for the days to come. 
One you love can also give you 
good ideas. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 10 
February 19) This is a good day 10 
add to your roster of friends an^ " 
mate your life more mtcrestiogr 
Go out and buy important items. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Get the help of those who can 
direct your outside affairs at this 
time. Try to your bank account for 
the lean which may occur. 


FOR FRIDAY JUNE 21 , 1996 
ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Expansion is ou your during 
the daytime today, so make real 
progress. Your vision Is excellent 
and you can accomplish a great 
deal 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 21} If 
you listen to the ideas of wise 
business persons at this time, you 
can extend your activities consid- 
erably. You can enjoy greater prof- 
its today. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Reaching final decisions with fel- 
low associates during the daytime 
today is wise and then you ca£ 
work on small details connected 
with them. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) You need to stop pro- 
crastinating and get more com- 
pleted in the evening. Get your 
talents working nicely for you to 
be successful in the eyes of your 
loved ones. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Thkc 
a little time far amusements with 
good friends »winjg the daytime 
today. Do your utmost to please 
others and you can get their 
advice on Important matters. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 

September 22) It is impor tant fhar 
you complete a hnny » project 
before you go 00 to something 
'else in your agenda. Be active and 
happy with your loved nn^ 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 

October 22) You have fin# ideas at 
this time so that you can improve , . 
routines, so carry through with# 
them. lovire close friends in 

tonight for some great fun. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) This is a good day 
today to make collections and pay 
bills and handle your finaw-fari 
obligations wisely. Show that you 
areclevet 

SAGITTARIUS' (November 22 
to December 21) You need to wind 
up loose ends of sorr* personal 
project which you have begun. 
Practical friends can be very help- 
ful to you at this 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
Jan. 20) Stan a new campaign at 
this time which can bring you 
much greater success for the days 
a * 1C3 ti. Bring it out to the open in 
UK evening. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 10 
R *nary 19) A clow friend may 
not give you boih sides of any slt- 
uaUun at tois time and this puzzles 
you. Figure the whole mntiw out 
and gain you aims. a 

PISCES: (February 20 to Marcb^ 
20) Try to figure out how you 
stand in some dvic matter today 
and get information from big- 
wwigs. Be with your closest 
friends and loved ones for good 
times. 

Blrthstone of June: Emerald 
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Business & Finance 

Under fire in the U.S. , tobacco companies rake in profits abroad 


[an Times, Thursday-Friday, June 20^21, 1996 
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WINSTON-SALEM, North 
Carolina (AFP) — While 
the White House and anti- 
smoking activists have 
declared war on tobacco at 
home, U.S. cigarette makers 
have turned their sights to 
friendlier and much larger 
markets abroad. 

Let Americans call ciga- 
rettes obnoxious drugs. 
Smokers around the .globe 
— to the delight of the 
tobacco companies — are 
lighting up Marlboros and 
other famous U.S. brands 
like never before. 

In 1995, the same year 
President Bill Clinton 
shocked the tobacco indus- 
try -with sweeping and 
unprecedented anti -smok- 
ing proposals, exports of 


American cigarettes hit an 
all-rime high, up five per 
cent from 1994. 

Contrary to the relatively 
flat domestic sales, a record 
23 1 billion U.S. smokes, 
worth nearly $5 billion , 
were exported outside the 
United Slates last year, 
according to the Tobacco 
Manufacturer’s Association 
(TMA). 

And sales have been 
strong this year already — 
up 10 per cent for the first 
quarter — with Japan lead- 
ing the pack, according to 
Darryl Jayson, a TMA econ- 
omist 

^There’s no reason to 
think we can’t break last 
year’s record,” be said. 

No company has seen 


more remarkable growth 
than Philip Moms. 

Their Marlboro brand, 
first marketed in the United 
States in the late 1920s as 
“mild as May” smokes for 
women, has become the 
best-selling packaged con- 
sumer product in the world. 

Philip MoniS 

International tapped the 
global market decades ago. 
But as trade barriers have 
dropped in recent years, or 
been pried open thanks to 
fierce U.S. lobbying, the 
company has built, or 
rebuilt, cigarette factories 
from eastern and central 
Europe to China. 

And the increasingly 
affluent are smoking these 
Western symbols as fast as 


they come off the assembly 
line. 

Philip Morris now has just 
under 12 per cent of the 
world market, up from 8_5 
per cent in 1991, according 
to the company’s annual 
report. 

In France, Marlboro 
recently passed Gauloise 
Brune as the top selling cig- 
arette, April figures show. 
And in 1995, the company 
bad 60 per cent of the mar- 
ket in Argentina, 55 per cent 
in Hong Kong and 15.5 per 
cent in Japan. 

For Philip Morris and its 
nearest U.S. competitor RJ. 
Reynolds, the second largest 
U.S. tobacco firm, non-U. S. 
sales receipts now represent 
more than half tbe total. 
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To anti-smoking activists, 
the incursion ateoad is tbe 
latest move by a predatory 
industry bent on spreading a 
deadly product to tbe devel- 
oping worid. 

They cite a recent report 
by the non-profit National 
Bureau of Economic 
Research, which found 
average cigarette consump- 
tion in 1991 was nearly 10 
per cent higher in Thailand, 
South Korea, Japan and 
Taiwan than it would have 
been if foreign competition 
had been kept out. 

One reason cited: U.S. 
companies have poured mil- 
lions into advertising their 
wares abroad, often in mar- 
kets where advertising was 
minimal, according to the 
study. 

Philip Morris, for exam- 
ple, sponsored a Marlboro 
soccer league in China, and 
RJ. Reynolds (Winston, 
Salem, Camel) has spon- 
sored youth-oriented music 
stores called Salem Power 
Stations in Malaysia. 

“What tbe tobacco indus- 
try is doing to American 
kids is nothing compared to 
what it's doing to children 


in developing countries,” 
said John Bloom of the U.S. 
campaign For Tobacco Free 
Kids. 

Tbe industry has long 
denied it is hooking a new 
generation of smokers. 

“We did not invent or cre- 
ate smoking in those coon- 
tries,” Jan Smith, an RJ. 
Reynolds spokeswoman, 
said in an interview at tbe 
company headquarters here 
in Winston-Salem. “It was 
there generations before we 
got there. If we ever left it 
would be there after we 
left.” 

The health toll is likely to 
remain as weU, statistics 
show. 

According to the Wo- 
rld Health Organisation 
(WHO), three million 
people die each year from 
smoking-related disease, a 
number it says could rise to 
10 million by the year 2025. 

And WHO says [hat of tbe 
world’s 1.1 billion smokers 
in the early 1990s, 800 mil- 
lion — almost 75 per cent 
— live in developing 
nations. 


Experts warn that 
bumper pay deals will 
rock the financial world 


LONDON (AFP) — Bankr- 
uptcies and crumbling staff 
morale may strike at the 
heart of the city of London 
financial establishment if 
bumper pay packages con- 
tinue, experts here have 
warned. 

Deputy governor of the 
Bank of England, Howard 
Davies, said that key city 
institutions risk going bust 
if they continue to pay huge 
executive salaries to the 
600,000 people who work 
in Loudon’s financial dis- 
trict 

lie was supported by the 
out-going executive chair- 
man of the Swiss bank UBS 
■U.K.. Rudi Mueller, who 
•jlatracbed a ferocious broad- 
side * against excessive 
“golden handcuff” pay 
cteals that financial institu- 
tions feel are vital to deter 
staff from defecting to rival 
companies. 

“The whole system has 
gone crazy. It is totally out. 
of hand. Tbe cost base for 
everybody is going up so 
dramatically that if we have 
die slightest downturn in 
the market we shall see 
casualties unheard of in the 
past,” he told the British 
press. 

As banks strive towards 
poll position on the interna- 
tional banking circuit they 
feel obliged to attract expert 
knowledge with multi-mil- 
lion dollar salaries. 

One international group- 
ing which has sought to 
establish itself among a 
handful of leading invest- 
ment banks around tbe 
world is Deutsche Morgan 


Grenfell. The bank is 
alledged to have lured two 
senior executives from a 
competing firm with 
salaries of more than three 
million pounds (S4.5 mil- 
lion). 

Companies which attract 
outsiders in such a way 
must then pay existing staff 
members equally inflated 
wages to prevent them from 
jumping ship to a compet- 
ing group. 

A recruitment consultant 
specialised in investment 
banking at a top London 
agency said that the ever- 
increasing pay spiral “does 
not do the market any 
good." He added that “there 
■is -a sense of proportion 
which is lost? when firms 
offer burgeoning pay pack- 
ets to top executives. 

He said that “people are 
recruiting a lot of talent 
from other firms. They do 
bid up the price of other 
people who work for them 
and if we view this in terms 
of being less competitive 
then this may do long-term 
damage to the city.” 

In particular, tbe consul- 
tant pointed to “a negative 
effect on morale" which 
was undermining some city 
institutions. 

He said that it is not 
uncommon for investment 
bankers to be paid well in 
excess of one million dol- 
lars but that this is nothing 
new to the world of high 
finance. 

“Investment banking is 
totally removed from 98 per 
cent of occupations in this 
country,” be said. 
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[ A review of news from the Arabic press 


General assembly decides to bury 
Jordan Glass Industries Company 

** VOLUNTARY liquidation was the decision of the general 
asssmfc!} o! the Jordan Gloss Industries Company alter 
incurring JD 19.59 million of accumulated losses that 
represented 2i5.J per cent of the firm's JD W million 
capital. The liquidation was proposed hy the Jordan 
lnxiftfmcm Corporation iJlCi, which held O0 per cent oi 
the company's equity, and was hacked hy the 
represent at ties of the Industrial Development Bank and the 
Arab Investment Company who approved the JfC motion. 
The rest of the shareholders objected to the decision and 
demanded ’hat the company's officials held accountable lor 
the tmanesai. technical and production datnacc o) the linn. 
They also demanded that the plant he made reopcrjtion.it 
Board Chairman Sami Ahu Taweeich said in a report, 
submitted in the name ot the board of directors, that the 
liquidation decision came after the cunipuny had suffered 
huge financial losses and had been through bad production, 
technical and marketing circumstances that caused a surge 
in production costs and a decline m the quality of the 
ourput. He added that the Council ol Ministers took a 
decision in July 1995 to stop operating ihe plant's furnace 
and to conduct a study on ihe company from ail sides u» 
select the best way to reoperatc the Ijctory. The timing of 
the stoppage coincided with the enj o! the furnace's 
operational life span which is normally estimated between 
eight to ten years, the report said. 

Man ther Saudi. JIC's deputy general manager, said that a 
study by a U.S. expert presented three alternatives to revive 
the factory. The first option was to inject fresh 57.5 
million cash investment to reoperate the linn and produce 
the same quality ot $Iass Should the level and quality ot the 
output be upgraded, the cash investment needed would be 
$!5 million The third option would require injecting 552 
million of fresh cash investment to produce class that can 
be competitive in world markets. Mr. Saudi indicated that 
the eovemment saw the option ot reopcriaini: the plant as 
burdening the state budget, contrary to the drive of easing 
the pressure hi: the treasury within the adjustment 
programme under implementation 

Mr Ahu Taweeleh said that the board of directors has 
submitted three proposals to the minister of industry and 
trade. The recommendations were to inject funds to 
reoperatc the factory, to bring in new partners alter 
restructuring the capital or to liquidate the company 
voluntarily. He pointed out that contacts were made with 
local as well as Indian. Polish and U.S. companies to 
organise a partnership and reoperatc the plant hut all die 
efforts failed mainly because of the company's difficult 
financial situation. 

The Jordan Glass Industries Company was established in 
1974 with a JD I million capital. The capital was raised to 
JD 2.5 million in 1977. to JD 5 million in 1981 and to JD 
9 million in 198b. The company started producing 
transparent glass in June 1984 at a JD 16.5 million. ($50 
million} capital cost. As technical and marketing problems 
began to hit the company, large losses started to 
accumulate and the firm turned to producing coloured glass 
in 1987 because production of white glass became 
unfeasible. Bank of Jordan has impounded the remains of 

the company after having extended JD 4.5 million of credit 
to hrealhe life into the "deceased" company ( Al Aswaq + Al 
Ra'ii 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDONER) — Following are the buying and selling rates 
for leading world currencies and gold against the dollar on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 


Wednesday. 

S1.00 costs 1.3680/90 
1.5178/88 
1.7010/20 
1.2490/00 
31.22/26 
5.1484/34 
1532.0/3.5 
107.86/96 
6.6280/80 
6.4960/10 
5.8426/76 
1.4060/70 
0.7890/95 
7.7405/15 
One Sterling Si. 5442/52 
Gold (ounce) S386.20/386.70 


Canadian dollar 
German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese Yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 
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Sports 


Denmark’s hopes 
extinguished 

SHEFFIELD i AFP) — Denmark's slender quarter- final hopes 
in Euro 96 were finally extinguished here on Wednesday 
despite beating Turkey 3-0 in their Group D match. 

The Danes knew their chances had quickly gone from none 
to impossible when word came through from Nottingham that 
Portugal were leading Croatia 2-0 at half-time and likely to 
score more. In the end Portugal ran out easy 3-0 winners. The 
news meant Denmark, the defending European champions, 
could do nothing as a win or a draw by Portugal would guar- 
antee them the last quarter-finals spot. Croatia having already 
qualified. 

The Danes should have opened the scoring just after the start 
of the second half when Brian Laudrup sent a shot over the top 
after Rustu Recber had beaten away a close-range effort from 
Allan Nielsen. But minutes later Laudrup was rewarded in the 
50th minute when he finally managed to end the stalemate by 
scoring the first of his two goals. 

Erik Bo Andersen headed the ball on for his Rangers col- 
league to skip away front keeper Rustu and steer the ball into 
an empty Turkish net and chalk up his 13th goal for his coun- 
try. Then Nielsen fired over the top after a great through ball 
from Michael Laudrup. Nielsen was finally rewarded when he 
shot home in the 70th minute. 

Laudrup shot his second six minutes from the end when he 
found himself free on the right just inside the area. Turkey 
were simply looking for their first goal of the competition and 
played some neat football at the beginning of the game. 

Portugal beat Croatia 
and both qualify 

NOTTINGHAM (AFP) — Portugal beat Croatia 3-0 here 
on Wednesday to win Group D following goals by Luis 
Figo, Joao Pinto and a late strike from Domingos. 

A vastly understrength but already qualified Croatian 
side were outplayed by a lively Portuguese midfield which 
created scoring chances throughout the match. 

Figo scored after four minutes to give a dream start for 
the Portuguese and Pinto added another on 33 minutes. 
Then substitute Domingos took advantage of defensive dis- 
array to score seven from time. 

Portugal scored only two goals in their two previous 
games but the chances came readily against a Croatian 
team showing seven changes from the side which beat 
Denmark last Sunday to clinch their own qualification. 

Croatia tried to fight Portugal's slick technique with 
some aggressive challenges and chalked up three yellow 
cards in the first half, while West Ham Slaven Bilic was 
lucky to escape punishment for a wild lunge at Couto when 
the German referee Bemd Heynemann's back was turned. 

Croatia brought on Aliocha Anovic. Zvonimir Boban and 
Davor Suker at the start of the second half in an attempt to 
restore at least; a semblance of pride. . : ... .. ;i 

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
WATER AUTHORITY 
OF JORDAN 

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 

Date: 18/6/1996 

Loan No.: 89 66 400 

IFB No.: 45/96/KfW/ANIS/GA 

1. The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received a 
loan from Kreditanstait fur Wiederaufbau in 
Deutsche Marks for the Water Supply of Greater 
Amman. It is intended that part of the proceeds of 
this loan will be applied to eligible payments under 
the contract(s) for which this IFB has been issued. 

2. The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from 
Bidders in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and 
the Federal Republic of Germany (eligible Bidders) 
for supply and installation of Geographic Information 
System (GIS) Computer Software for the Amman 
Network Information System (ANIS), as well as relat- 
ed data conversion and staff training. 

3. Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further 
information from, and inspect the bidding documents 
at the office of the Secretary General, Tenders 
Division, Water Authority, P.O. Box 2412 Amman, 
Jordan, Tel. 680100, Tlx. 22439 WAJ JO, Fax. 
679143. 

4. A complete set of the tender documents may be 
purchased by any interested eligible Bidder on the 
submission of a written application to the above and 
upon payment of a non-ref undable fee of JD 50. 

5. All bids must be submitted in separate envelopes, 
marked “technical” and “financiaF, be accompanied 
by a bid security in the amount of JD 2,000- (in 
words: two thousand Jordan Dinars) and must be 
delivered to the office not later than 1200 hours, 
Jordan local time, on Wednesday, 17/7/1996. 

6. Thursday, 11/7/1996, is the last day set for the 
purchasing of tender documents. 

Eng. Koussai Quteishat 
Secretary General 
Water Authority 
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England's Paul Gascoigne (left) fights for the ball with the Netherlands Jordi Cruyff 
during their Group A European soccer match at Wembley June 18. The Dutch team 
lost to England 4-1, but their only goal was enough to advance the team to the next 
round (Reuters photo) 

England complete mission impossible 


LONDON (AFP) — England completed 
mission impossible with four goals against . 
the Dutch to cast a vastly different light on 
their Euro 96 chances as they finally 
returned as a major international nation. 

England failed to qualify for the last 
World Cup and had a miserable time at the 
1992 European Championships, but their 4- 
1 win over Holland finally brought them out 
of the international doldrums. 

They have only been a mediocre player on 
the international scene since reaching the 
1990 World Cup semi-final and having one 
of the best and most exciting leagues in the 
world. 

But two goals from both Teddy 
Sheringham and Alan Shearer emphatically 
boosted their standing worldwide as a high- 
calibre country. 

Their build-up has been marred by criti- 
cism over their drinking, behaviour and fit- 
ness. but the result proved England's prepa- 
rations have been spot on. 

Accurate finishing in front of a capacity 
crowd left Dutch fans in shocked silence as 
England coach Terry Venables had his finest 
hour. 

Venables, who hands the reigns of the 
team over to Glenn Hoddle at the end of the 
championship, enjoyed his best ever result 
in his 21-match, 27-month tenure. 

But Guus Hiddink’s Holland still survived 
in the competition despite alleged racial 
tensions in the camp. A laie goal from sub- 
stitute Patrick Kluivert means Holland face 


France at Anfield on Saturday in the quar- 
ter-finals. 

Venables admitted to being surprised by 
the margin of England's victory. 

“I certainly did not think we would get 
four goals,” he said. 

“I thought we had a very tough game on 
our hands and had to get a lot of movement 
if we were going to get anything from it — 
and I must say we did that very well. 

“The players were up in confidence from 
the last game and took it from there. I am 
very pleased with the players, they have 
done really welL” 

Both Shearer and Sheringham left the 
field with a quarter-hour to go but England 
had already broken a whole host of records 
by this result 

England had not even scored two goals in 
a European Championship finals since 1980 
when they beat Spain 2-1 — their oppo- 
nents in the Wembley quarter-final at 
Wembley on Saturday. 

They had not beaten Holland since 19S2 
and before the game Holland had just lost 
one of their last 20 games against British 
sides or Eire. 

England also got sweet revenge from 
being prevented a ticket to the 1994 World 
Cup by Holland. 

However England might miss midfielder 
Paul Ince, who earned his second yellow 
card for shirt tugging, though it leaves the 
way clear for david platt to return in mid- 
field should he overcome a rib injury. 


Scotland beat Switzerland 1-0 but 
fail to qualify to quarters 

Team tries to forget Euro 96 
heartbreak and looks towards World Cup 


BIRMINGHAM (AFP) 
— Coach Craig Brown 
put Scotland’s heartbreak 
exit from Euro 96 behind 
him on Wednesday and 
began concentrating on 


his country's World Cup 
campaign. 

Scotland travel to 
Austria in August for 
their first match and the 
signs are that there may 



A dejected Swiss fan holds his head after they failed to 
qualify for the quarter-finals of Euro'96 at 
Birmingham's VQla Park Stadium June 18. Despite 
winning 1-0 Scotland failed to qualify in the Group A 
match after England’s 4-1 defeat of Holland (Reuters 
photo) 


be few changes in person- 
nel with even 33 -year- 
old Rangers striker 
McCoist a candidate to 
cany on. 

“We made a mistake 
four years ago after 
Sweden by going into a 
new World Cup campaign 
with the same players and 
we lost 3-1 in 
Switzerland,” recalled 
brown. 

“I must be very careful 
but the players here have 

f iven their eveiything for 
cotland over the past six 
weeks. 

“Such is the way this 
group is and their fitness 
that they’d love to be 
playing a World Cup 
qualifier at the end of the 
week if that were possi- 
ble. 

“We are happy together 
but I know we must be 
really up for the job when 
we go to Vienna.” 
McCoist and 33-year- 
old Aberdeen defender 
Stewart McKimmie are 
perhaps the two players 
most observers would 
expect to be jettisoned, 
but Brown insisted: “I am 
not writing off 
McKimmie yet, nor ally. 

“He’s scored his 19th 
international goal and he 
has got one now in a 
major tournament which 
will lift his confidence. 
“Ally is still there scor- 
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Stoichkov’s English League dreams 
in tatters after racist remarks & 

WFWCASTLE (AFP) — normal for that to happen all Controversy has never, 
SoveSal Bulgarian over the pitch. If you took a beenlar from the chammat-.^ 
striker Hristo Stoichkov’s microphone round every ic Stoichkov 
hoDes of playing in the player, they would all be He has admitted to being 
Endish Leaaue were in tat- saying things like that.” said “genial bui mad and cer- 
ters here Wednesday after the Parma goalscorer. rainly his pan in the 1985 

he admitted making racist And he offered a word ot Bulgarian Cup final brawl 
slurs against the French advice to Desailly. which led to him being sus- 

tpam “He is a great player and I pended for a year confirmed 

The 30-year-old tried to respect him greatly, but 1 Ihe j atIcr p ar t of his diagno- 

justify his comments by hope he takes this like a s j s 
claiming that it happens all man,” said Stoichkov. He also received a lengthy 

the time. Keegan admits he is a big suspension in Spain after 

French defender Marcel fan of the Parma player and ^ ss;iU uin<: the referee in the ■ 
DesaiUy, who had battled he was even more Spanish Super Cup 

face to face with Stoichkov impressed as he watched He ioine d Barcelona from 
throueht the France- him scoring in his teams • . - igoq.^ 

Bulgaria match on Tuesday match against Romania - vorcd £ 

afternoon which the French after only 3 minutes. - ej , t * - ~ M r , 

won 3-1. said he had been “He’s a great player.” S“ ls . "^"“c „P \VW 
shocked by the attack on enthused Keegan. Mcle in th ^ . ^ ..J 11 *? 

him. But his confessed racial Cup and hawn*. \jon the 

“In the first 20 minutes he attacks on the French play- Golden Boot award lor 38 

made racist comments ers makes it almost impossi- goals in chc season, 
towards me and the other ble for Keegan to bring him Four domestic charapi- 
African players in our team, to the north. onships and the 1993 

“He said black this, and The Football Association European Cup final triumph 
black that and made mon- (FA) have been waging a over Sampdoria. a post 
key-gestures. campaign for over ten years denying him a goal, fol- 

He abused and insulted us to stamp out racial taunting | OW ed. 
and I do not appreciate his against black players. But his move to Parma ha*& 

remarks,” said an upset Former Manchester nol been a c real success and 
Desailly. United star and now Inter he lo ^. rsua j e the crit- 

But an unrepentent milan midfielder Paul Ince. - cs h j s creal career - re 
Stoichkov. whose three Liverpool's John Barnes not on ^ decline, he needs 
Enro 96 performances have and Nottmgham Forres is Ipsho w he has still plenty to 
caught the eye of Newcastle Viv Anderson have all pub- “ 

United Manager Kevin lidy complained about race ■ . . . . 

Keegan, said hi could not attacks against them. , His three g™ * he 

see what all the fuss was Fans even went as fens to has bis racial slu . s i s he 
about. throw bananas at bames has perhaps too much to 

“Yes, I did say that. It is rinrin® Ipjiuiip matches. otter. 


normal for that to happen all 
over the pitch. If you took a 
microphone round every 
player, they would all be 
saying things like that.” said 
the Parma goalscorer. 

And he offered a word ot 
advice to Desailly. 

“He is a great player and I 
respect him greatly, but I 
hope he lakes this like a 
man,” said Stoichkov. 

Keegan admits he is a big 
fen of the Parma player and 
he was even more 
impressed as he watched 
him scoring in his team's 
match against Romania 
after only 3 minutes. 

“He’s a great player." 

enthused Keegan. 

But his confessed racial 
attacks on the French play- 
ers makes it almost impossi- 
ble for Keegan to bring him 
to the north. 

The Football Association 
(FA) have been waging a 
campaign for over ten years 
to scamp out racial taunting 
against black players. 

Former Manchester 
United star and now Inter 
milan midfielder Paul Ince, 
Liverpool’s John Bames 
and Nottingham Forrest's 
Viv Anderson have all pub- 
licly complained about race 
attacks against them. 

Fans even went as forts to 
throw bananas at bames 
during league matches. 


Letchkov bound for Marseille 

MARSEILLE (AFP) — Olympiqne Marseille are set to sign Bulgaria’s 
Mercurial Midfielder Yordan Letchkov From Hamburg, officials from the 
French dub said here Wednesday. 

The officials said Letchkov, 28, was on the point of signing a three-year deal 
with the 1993 European Cap winners drawn up by Marseille director general 
Jean-Michel Roussier. 

Ro ussier said he believed that Bulgaria's elimination from Euro 96 on Tiiesday 
after their defeat by France would “accelerate things.” 

The player, renowned for his winning goal against Germany in the 1994 World 
Cup quarter-final, is expected in Marseille later this week to undergo a medical 
examination. 

Newly-promoted Marseille are also on the trail of skilful Russian Libero Yuri 
Nikiforov and Czech playtnakerKarel Poborski. . ; 
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Switzerland’s Ramon Vega (centre) commiserates with Scotland's Gary McAllister 
(right ) watched by Ian Hendry after the Euro’96 Group A match at Birminehara's 
Villa Park (Reuters photo) B 


ing goals and I hope he is 
bagmg them in next sea- 
son and possibly for us as 
well.” 

McCoist enjoyed two 
point-blank chances in 
the first 10 minutes 
against the Swiss but was 
foiled by saves by keeper 
Marco Pascolo. 

But with skipper 
McAllister driving them 
on. Scotland finally 
scored their own ‘goal of 
the tournament’ wnen the 
pair combined for 
McCoist to lash an 
unsaveable 22-yard shot 
beyond Pascolo! 

with England leading 
Holland 4-0, Scotland 


were heading for the 
quarter-finals, w reaching 
the final stage of a major 
championship for the first 
time m their history. 

But then Patrick 
Kluivert struck for 
Holland at Wembley to 
save the Dutch from an 
early exit from Euro 96 

“We hate the hard luck 
tag which has followed us 
for years and this is des- 
perately disappointing,’’ 
said Brown after seeing 
his bravehearts add a new 
twist to a familiar tale of 
glorious failure. 

“At one stage we didn't 
need another goal and we 
got that message on to the 


jA ; .V TEL:. 634444 / 

Sharone Stone & 
William Baldwin 
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Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


Gerard Depardieu 
in 

My Father 
the Hero 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 5*0, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


* . !L H D ■" 1 m_ii Wil1 shorty present Zawad Weld Awad 

Jodi Foster in Neil theatre group in a play entitled 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10.30 

CONCORD “2” 

Batman Forever 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


Five-Star 

Government 

Staffing comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 


5. Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre \ 

m: 625155 • j 

presents- 
THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights * 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 


players. Then Kluivert 
scored and we needed 
another goal, but it wasn't 
to be and now we are 'a 
going home. 7 

“It is hard to bear after 
the way we have plaved 
in three games and I feel 
we have made a 
favourable impression on 
the tournament. 

“We’ve tried to pass die 
ball and no-one can sav 
we justified the rank out- 
siders label we were 
given. We have played 13 
matches in the European 
Championships, losing 
only two games and five 
goals.” 
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( Premier League 96 kicks off Friday 
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By AJeen Bannavaa 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The King- 
dom's top soccer teams 
return to action Friday as 
the Premier League 
Championship kicks off 
with ten teams taking part. 

With the new timetable 
set by the Jordan Soccer 
Federation (J$F) schedul- 
ing all games on Friday's 
only all teams will be 
playing on the same day in 
Amman, Salt, and AI Has- 
san stadiums. 

Titleholders Al Wih d.it 
take on Al Jazireh at 
Amman stadium, runners - 
up Al Faisali meet AI Ahli. 
third placed Al Ramtha 
meet newcomers Shabab 
.Al Hussein . Al Hussein 
meet Kufrsoum. while Al 
Qadissieh play the other 
newcomers Al Qoqazi. 

The first leg of the com- 
petition concludes Sept. 6. 

Here's a brief look at 
the ten competing 
teams: 

Al Wlhdat: .Although 
they won the title in the 
past two years . their 
recent disappointing 
results in the Arab Cup 
Winners’ Cup which they 
hosted last month and in 
which they were knocked 
out in the first round might 
have a two-pronged effect 
on their upcoming match- 
es. Al Wihdat enter the 
competition with their for- 
mer coach Mohammad 
Mustafa back with the 
team after their Iraqi 
coach resigned during last 
month's championship. 

Al Faisali : They fin- 
ished second last year and 
already clinched the fust 
of the season’s title when 
they won the Cup Win- 
ners’ Cup with a 1-0 win 



L- .. 


Titleholders Al Wihdat 

over Al Wihdat earlier in 
the year. 

Al Faisali however enter 
the competition with 
greater confidence after 
their second place finish 
and momentous results in 
the Cup Winners’ Cup 
when they became the first 
Jordanian team to qualify 
for the finals. 

AI Ramtha: A technical 
controversial decision by 
the JSF dropped them 
from second to third after 
the end of last year’s 
matches. They however 
won the second of this 
year’s titles when they 
beat AJ Hussein to win the 
Federation Shield earlier 
this month. 

AI Hussein: Although 
their first and only major 
title was the Shield in 
1994, Al Hussein have in 
recent years become a 
strong contender only to 


falter in the final rounds 
and finish among the top 
teams without act ual ly 
getting a shot at the title. " 

AJ Ahli : Although they 
reached the brink of rele- 
gation last year . AI Ahli , 
one of the veteran teams of 
the league . managed to 
hang on to their place in 
the Premier League with a 
good showing in the final 
weeks. Their fans hope 
that they will be better pre- 
pared for competition last 
year. 

Kufrsoum: Despite 

limited resources and 
experience they managed 
to stay among the top 
teams for the last two 
years. Their chances for an 
advanced standing how ev- 
er are still far -fetched . 

AJ Qadissieh: While 
having a good record in 
the league two years ago . 
Al Qadissieh showed a 


disappointing form last I 
year and did not live up to i 
the expectations of their i 
fans. j 

Al Jazireh; Showing the j 
ability to stay among the 
top five seemed difficult | 
last season and the team 
was only content with a 
halfway standing while 
avoiding the prospect of 
relegation. ! 

i 

AI Qoqazi and Shabab J 
Al Hussein: The uvo ; 
newly- promoted teams in ! 
the Premier League will 
be hoping that they score ; 
the necessary wins to 
avoid relegation and main- 
tain their place in the pres- 
tigious group whose num- 
ber has been reduced to 
ten following a JSF deci- 
sion to relegate four teams 
while only promoting two 
last season. 


China 
unveils 
plans for 
Atlanta 

BEIJING (AFP) — China 
unveiled its plans for the 
Atlanta Olympic Games on 
Monday, saying it will try 
to do as well as it did in 
Barcelona four years ago 
while rejecting allegations 
that its athletes systemati- 
cally used drugs. 

“While the United States, 
Germany and Russia are 
invincible. China, one of 
some 10 members in the 
second echelon, hopes to 
finish atop in the group in 
atlanta,“ said Chinese 
Olympic Committee (Coci 
Vice President Yuan 
Weimtn at a press confer- 
ence to announce China's 
line-up for the Olympiad. 

“It’s a tough challenge for 
the Chinese athletes since 
all the members in the 
group are strong enough to 
grab some 10 gold medals 
in Atlanta” Yuan said, 
declining to specify the 
number of medals China 
hoped to win. 

At the 1992 Barcelona 
Games. China won 54 
medals, including 16 golds, 
finishing fourth behind 
Germany, which picked up 
54 golds. 

The Chinese will figure in 
22 of the 26 events. They 
will be absent from base- 
ball. hockey, pentathlon and 
equestrian events. 

China will be counting on 
its female athletes on the 
310-strong team — the 
largest yet sent by China to 
the Olympics — to keep its 
flag flying high in Atlanta. 
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Muster threatens to pull 
out of Wimbledon 


VIENNA iRl — World number two 
Thomas Muster may pull out of next 
week’s Wimbledon after being seeded only 
seventh for the grass-court tournament. 

Muster’s coach. Ronald Leiteeb. said 
Tuesday that the Austrian, who has never 
won a grass court tournament, was very 
unhappy about the low seeding. 

“Never in the history of Wimbledon has a 
world number two and former number one 
been seeded so low. That's a subtle way of 
saying that they don’t want him.” Leitgeb 
told the Austrian news agency APA. 

“This is just further proof that people over 
there don’t value Thomas. When they call 
him on Monday, they will soon find out 


whether he is there or not.” 

Muster, who has lost in the first round on 
each of his previous four visits to Wimble- 
don. had only one Da' is Cup success ■ -n 
crass to his name before recording Ins fnsi 
ATP tournament wins on the surface on hi*, 
wav to the semifinals at Queen’s Club hot 
week. 

But that late burst of form, and his 1 1 
clay -court titles last year, failed to com nice 
the Wimbledon ■seeding committee ;h.ii the 
Austrian should be in the top six. 

Muster’s first match will be again.! 
Spaniard Jaxier S:inche/ and he is sched- 
uled to meet former Wimbledon champion 
Michael Stich in the fourth rounJ. 


Atlanta planning new steps 
to combat heat at Olympics 


ATLANTA tR) — Olympic 
organisers Tuesday 

announced additional mea- 
sures they plan to take to 
help protect athletes and 
spectators faun Atlanta's 
searing summer heat fol- 
lowing complaints at the 
U.S. Olympic athletics tri- 
als and a grand prix meet- 
ing here last month. 

"We decided to go with 
some significant additional 
hydrating procedures, 
including misting and fans, 
not all of which are 
deployed at this time, but 
are definitely a pan of our 
games -time programme 
and presentation.” ACOG 
chief Billy Payne told 
reporters. 

Temperatures in the shad- 
ed portion of Olympic sta- 
dium were announced as 
S9 degrees (31 C>. 101 i3S 
C) in the sunny section-, of 


the grandstand, and a sti- 
fling 1 12 degree' t44 Ci on 
the track itself. 

Several athletes, includ- 
ing eight-time Olympic 
champion Carl Lewis, luxe 
said the> haw found n dif- 
ficult to keep their txnlx flu- 
ids at comfortable lewis. 

Pax tie said additional 
water stations and shelter- 
from die sun will be built 
for fans at several Oixmpic 
xenues. He said the deci- 
sion was made following 
the grand pn\ meet in Max . 
when temperatures soared 
past 90 degrees 1 32 C i. 

“With respect to specta- 
tors. we have taken addi- 
tional significant steps — 
supplemental steps — over 
the last several weeks." he 
said. 

“No athlete is coin*! to be 


dented an uppoiiiiiiii' [•« 
hulrate himself imiiiediati 
lx. simply b\ ni.ikm;* iIk- 
request.” P.ouc pnmn-cd 
With just i ! Jays remain- 
ing before the opening lui- 
emnmes, the head **l :li.- 
Atlanta Conumiiee loi ih.* 
Olympic (iaines said prepa- 
rations are "on time and on 
schedule.” 

"It I had to eli.u,iC!en- e 
in just a few words limv we 
leei now. it s gome from 
neiv outness and l.iiieiie to 
excitement We now levl m 
very real measure the 
excitement »»( the games as 
they jpproaeh." he said 

All permanent construe 
lion is complete ami wort, is 
nearly completed oil a num- 
ber of temporary Olympic 
facilities. P.ivne said. 
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Yanks spoil Radke’s perfect game bid , Indians beat Red Sox 


El-Zay enters Saudi market 
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NEW YORK (R) — Min- 
nesota's Brad Radke took a 
perfect game into the sev- 
enth inning, but one bad 
pilch cost him a victory as 
die Twins fell to the New 
York Yankees 2-0 on Tues- 
day. 

Kenny Rogers scattered 
six hits over eight shutout 
innings for the Yankees and 
lino Martinez won the 
game for New York with his 
100th career home run. 

Radke (4-8) set down the 
first 19 batters he faced 
before Paul O'Neill slapped 
a double down the left-field 
■line breaking up the no-hit- 
’ ter. Four pitches later." Mar- 
tinez homered into the 
right-field seats for the 
game's only runs. 

Radke gave up just three 
hits and struck out three in 
going the distance. 

In Detroit, Geronimo 
Berroa hit a three-run 
homer and Mark McGwire 
hit a two-run shot as the 
Oakland Athletics jumped 
out to a six-run lead and 
held off the Tigers S-5. 

In Seattle, Carlos Delga- 
do hit a three-run homer in 
the first and Joe Carter 
added a two-run shot in the 
seventh to lead the Toronto 
Blue Jays to an 11-3 rout of 


the Mariners. the surging Angels edged 

In Baltimore, Dean the Chicago White Sox 5-4. 
Palmer and Juan Gonzalez 

hit tw€vrxjn l 'home-ajRS-and .i.,,., _■ *»».» 


three teammates added solo 
shots to back seven score- 
less innings from Dairen 
Oliver as the Texas Rangers 
blanked the Orioles 7-0. 

In Milwaukee, Greg 
Vaughn homered twice and 
drove in four runs and Jose 
Valentin hit a grand slam as 
the Brewers pounded the 
Kansas City Royals 9-1. 

In Cleveland. Omar 
VIzquel hit a grand slam 
and tied a career-high with 
six RBI and Julio Franco 
had a go-ahead two-run sin- 
gle in the fourth inning as 
the Indians beat the Boston 
Red Sox 9-7. 

Boston jumped out to a 6- 
0 lead, but Vizquel’s blast in 
the second off Aaron Sele 
(2-5) pulled Cleveland 

within 6-4. 

At California, Don 

Slaught’s eighth-inning 
RBI single snapped a tie as 


Giants edge Marlins 

One day after winning a 
1-0 pitcher’s duel, the San 
Francisco Giants again beat 
the Florida Marlins Tues- 
day — this lime in a 9-8, 
15-inning slugfest with a 
truly bizarre finish. 

The Marlins had rallied 
from seven runs down, 
sending the game into extra 
innings with a five-run 
ninth, only to lose the more 
than four and half hour 
marathon on a wild pitch — 
during an intentional walk. 

In Chicago, the Cubs split 
a double header with the 
Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Roger Cedeno homered 
and drove in four runs and 
Delino Deshields added a 
three-run blast to lead the 
Dodgers to a 9-6 victory in 
the opener. 

Cedeno, who went 4-for- 


5. recorded a two-run dou- 
ble in the fifth to put Los 
Angeles up. 3-2. He added 
a solo homer'ro cap 4 five- 
run sixth and singled in the 
team’s final run in the 
eighth. 

In the second game. Luis 
Gonzalez hit a three-run 
home run in ihe first inning 
and rookie Brant Brown 
added a pair of solo homers 
to lead the Cubs to a' 7-4 
victory' over L.A. 

In Atlanta, Chipper Jones 
hit a two-run homer in the 
seventh inning to snap a lie 
and Jermaine Dye homered 
and drove in two runs as the 
Braves beat San Diego 5-3, 


handing the Padres their 
1 1th loss in 12 games. 

In St. Louis, Donovan 
Osborne allowed two runs 
over seven innings and 
David Bell’s RBI double 
highlighted a two-run sec- 
ond inning as the Cardinals 


nipped the slumping 
Philadelphia Phillies 3-2. 
and 11 of their last 12 


In Houston. Eric Davis' 
lOth-inning solo homer lift- 
ed the Cincinnati Reds to a 
6-4 victory over the Astros. 


• EL-ZAY' Fine Clothing 
' for men is well known for 
its high quality, elegance, 
competitive value and its 
international standards. It 
! has achiev ed a high stand- 
ing in the Jordanian and 
‘international markets. 

. Recently EL-ZAY entered 
the Saudi market which is 
known for its competitive- 
; ness & high quality 


international brands. This 
move ua.N a result uf ,i 
signed agreement between 
EL-ZAY Zahid Tree, 
one of the largest Saudi 
trading companies. A ship- 
ment ” of EL-ZAY fine 
men’s garments'- xvas sent 
on il.s way to Saudi Arabia 
last week. This shipment 
was the first of many. 


LUXURY 7 STORIES 


Building for rent on Al Rabia either: 

1) Each floor as one apartment with 4 bedrooms. 

2) Or as a complete unit fit for embassy or big com- 
pany or diplomatic missions. 

Location at a distinguished area with very beautiful 
view. 

Direct contact is accepted 836700 i 


DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN SHMEISANI 

Behind the Marriott Hotel, 350 square metres. 1 
master bedroom, 2 bedrooms, 1 living room, big 
kitchen, maid's room with bath, salon and sitting 
room, garden, central heating, water reservoir, tele- 
j phone, garage. 

Please call Tel: 670220 



FOR RENT 
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FOR RENT 

A separated, furnished villa flat consists of 3 bed- 
rooms, 3 bathrooms, large living room, kitchen, 
terrace, central heating. Dahyat Al Ameer Rashid. , 

If interested call 822159 


f .. ™e > 
j Marriott * 
^^Cardev ^ 


Unfurnished main floor of a villa with separate entrance, 
consists of 3 bedrooms, spacious salons, area 260 sq.m., 
with telephone, garage, water well and garden. Location: 
Between Mecca Street and Madina Munawwara Street 
For more information call Dr. Katbeh: 

Y Telefax 644993 (Lab.) or 817877 (Res.) J 
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NOKIA PHONE 

For sale to highest price offer, 

lightly used Nokia 2110 cellular phone, 
local warranty. 

Call 856565 
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RDYALJORDAN1AN 


TRY RJ CITY TERMINAL AND BEA T 
AIRPORT TENSION 

Let us help you avoid the airport crunch! Just swing over to 
Royal Jordanian new 7th Circle City Terminal open from 7:30 
a.m. to 10:00 p.m. and check your baggage , get your board- 
ing pass, pay your departure fee and let us drive you to the air- 
port There you'll be whisked through a special gate directly to 
immigration then off to your departure gate waiting area. It's a 
breeze with City Terminal .This service is available for pas- 
sengers on all RJ flights, except departures to Beirut and 
Moscow, in which case baggage must be checked in one day 
ahead of the scheduled departure date. For further informa- 
tion, call one of our friendly Royal Jordanian representatives 
at : 856855, or 856865. 

HAPPY FLYING ON RJ 


m 


y-»* 



SUMMER'S 

IN 

THE AIR 

Escape the hustle and bustle 
of everyday life and hide away 
in the cool shadows of 
the Marriott Qarden . 

Sip on your favorite drink and 
enjoy the relaxing atmosphere 
of our greatest 
summer attraction ... 

It could be the coolest thing 
you do this summer! 

Open daily from 7 pm until midnight 
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12 News 

U.S. wants Arabs not 
to burn bridges with 
Netanyahu’s Israel 


Jordan limes, Thursday-Friday, Jnne 20-2^1996 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States will urge 
its .Arab partners attending 
the Cairo summit this 
weekend not to bum their 
bridges with new, hardline 
Israeli prime minisrer. 
Benyamin Netanhayu. a 
senior U.S. official said. 

"We'd like ro see a will- 
ingness by .Arab countries 
to work on a cooperative 
basis with the new Israeli 
government and not pre- 
judge it.” State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said here Tuesday. 

The U.S. administration is 
also careful in reserving its 
own judgement of the new 
Israeli prime minister who 
\\ as sworn in Tuesday after 
beating Shimon Peres in 
elections May 29. 

Mr. Bums was non-com- 
mittal on Mr. Netanyahu's 
coalition government, say- 
ing the United States was 
"not going to jump to any 
conclusions" before it held 
detailed discussions with 
Mr. Netanyahu, who is 
expected to visit here next 
month. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Bums 
said, the first direct contact 
between a top U.S. official 
and the new Israeli leader 
would take place Tuesday, 
when Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher arrives 
in Israel. 

Mr. Christopher on 
Wednesday will visit Egypt, 
where he will be briefed on 
the Arab summit by 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
before moving on to Lyon, 
France for a summit of the 
Group of Seven industrial 
democracies. 

No stop was scheduled in 
Damascus, according to Mr. 
Bums. Israeli-Syrian nego- 
tiations have been stalled 
over the question of the 
Golan Heights, occupied 
since 1967 by Israel. 

No talks are scheduled 
either with Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
i PLO) leader Yasser Arafat, 
although Mr. Bums said the 
possibility of a meeting is 
not ruled out. 

Mr. Netanyahu, since his 
election, ’has openly 
snubbed the Palestinian 
leader. 

Mr. Bums avoided giving 
the impression that Mr. 
Christopher might put any 
pressure on Mr. Netanyahu, 
describing his upcoming 
visit as "exploratory" 
adding, "this is basically 
tending the diplomatic gar- 
den." 

The U.S. administration 
has made it clear it counts 
on Egypt and Jordan to 


make a call for modera- 
tion at the Arab summit. 

During his meeting in 
Damascus June S with his 
Egyptian and Saudi coun- 
terparts, Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad, gave Mr. 
Netanyahu the benefit of 
the doubt, at leasr in public. 
But the Syrian press 
slammed the new Israeli 
leader for refusing to return 
all or pan of the Golan 
Heights to Syria. 

For Damascus, the return 
of the strategic territory 
Israel annexed in 1981 is 
the cornerstone of any 
peace agreement. 

Mr. Netanyahu's prede- 
cessor had put the Golan 
Heights on the negouating 
table. 

“I don't think anybody- 
delivered a fatal blow to the 
peace process in the last 
couple of days," Mr. Bums 
said of Israeli-Syrian dis- 
pute. However, he did con- 
vey the U.S. administra- 
rion’s concern with the 
reaction from Damascus, 
and its support of the so 
Called “land-for-peace" 
negodating strategy. 

Washington insists in 
describing Mr. Netanyahu 
as an open-minded leader, 
and has publicly hailed his 
call on Syria to resume 
negotiations without pre- 
conditions. pretending to 
ignore that the formula pre- 
cludes an Israeli pullout 
from the Golan. 

U.S. Middle East coordi- 
nator Dennis Ross told the 
Arabic weekly A1 Awsat 
Monday that Mr. 
Netanyahu would find it 
easy to negotiate with Mr. 
Assad. 

Mr. Ross also insisted the 
United States had to be the 
main broker of peace in the 
Middle East, ruling out a 
role for France or the 
European Union. 

He said the existence of 
more than one mediator 
would cause friction, and 
that the United States had to 
remain the intermediary 
between Syria and Israel as 
the Jewish state did not 
trust any other parry to 
carry out the task. 

Assistant Secretary of 
State for the Middle East 
Robert Pelletreau recently 
told a group of U.S. con- 
gressmen that he under- 
stood the Israeli decision 
not to withdraw its troops 
from Hebron in the West 
Bank. 

He said that some “artifi- 
cial deadlines" set in the 
Middle East peace accords 
might be renegotiated. 


Karadzic ups ante 
in power struggle 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan Karadzic. 
Hying to retain power despite 
U.N. war crimes charges, has 
upped the stakes in his struggle 
against rivals ahead of Bosnian 
elections, political analysts said 
on Wednesday. 

He has mounted an open 
challenge to opponents, led in 
the northern town of Banja 
Luka by Mayor Predrag Radio, 
who favour cooperation with 
the Bosnian peace agreement. 

"Things are coming to a 
head Mr. Karadzic can wait no 
longer and he will move 
against Mr. Radic within 
days.” a Banja Luka source 
told Reuters. 

Pre-empting Western moves 
to groom Banja Luka politi- 
cians as alternatives to the 
hardline group around Mr. 
Karadzic, the Bosnian Serb 
"president" last month sacked 
pro-peace Prime Minister 
Rajko Kasagic and replaced 
him with a hardline loyalist. 

Mr. Radic. who enjoys more 
popularity in the region than 
Mr. Karadzic, resigned last 
week from the ruling Serbian 
Democratic Party (SDS) and 
formed his own opposition 
coalition for the mid- 
September elections. 

"The SDS is going to try to 
sack Mr. Radic as mayor, but it 
will not be easy." the Banja 
Luka source said. “The SDS 
wields a majority but Mr. Mr. 


Radic is very popular so it will 
be a litmus test of Mr. 
Karadzic's control of party 
rank and file.” 

The source said some 70 per 
cent of the Bosnian Serb voting 
body is in the northern area of 
which Banja Luka is the centre. 

“He who wins the votes of 
the soldiers and refugees will 
win the elections (in the 
Bosnian Serb half of Bosnia)," 
the source -said. 

Mr. Karadzic controls east- 
ern Bosnia but is considerably 
less popular in the north where 
he is blamed for the loss of 
western Bosnia to a Muslim- 
Craai offensive in 1995. 

With Banja Luka itself under 
threat from the attack. Mr. 
Radic broadcast a scathing 
attack on Mr. Karadzic. 

tC People have not forgotten 
that, they think (Mr. Radic) 
saved the town. The refugees 
will vote for him,’’ the source 
said 

This week Karadzic support- 
ers staged a women’s protest 
which briefly took two officials 
of the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) hostage in 
Banja Luka. 

"The purpose of this shame- 
ful exercise is to raise tensions 
in the town ahead of elections, 
make Banja Luka and Mr. 
Radic look bad and show 
who’s the boss," the source 
said quoting security officials. 


Papers hint 
at dispute 
in Kuwait 
over ties 
with Arabs 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti 
newspapers on Wednesday 
reported a fresh spat among 
top officials over the Gulf 
state’s position towards 
Iraq’s Arab friends, days 
before the Cairo Arab sum- 
mil is due to bring them to 
one table. 

“Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah 
left Kuwait for Morocco on 
Tuesday for what appears 
to be ‘an open vacation' 
after rwo tension-filled 
cabinet meetings," the 
Arab Times said in a report 
based on remarks by "high- 
ly-informed sources." 

"The difference (that 
emerged) lately was over 
the coming Arab summit 
and the position that 
Kuwait should have 
towards the states that 
sided against (Kuwait dur- 
ing Iraq's 1990-1991 occu- 
pation),” said A1 Qabus 
newspaper. 

Sheikh Sabah on Tuesday 
met the Emir Sheikh Jaber 
A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah to ask 
permission to travel abroad 
on private leave, the offi- 
cial Kuwait News Agency 
said. 

Sheikh Sabah walked out 
of a “stormy" cabinet meet- 
ing on Sunday in outrage 
after a dispute with Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister 
Sheikh Saad AJ Abdulla A1 
Sabah. A1 Talea opposition 
weekly said. 

“A fundamental dispute 
in relation to the Cairo 
summit...Led to another 
crises between the Kuwaiti 
government’s two i power) 
poles/' Talea said. 

The affair seemed similar 
to a row last December 
when Sheikh Sabah 
announced he had offered 
his resignation after 30 
years in the job to protest at 
"foreign policy differ- 
ences." Hours later, he said 
he had agreed to carry on 
after talks with the emir. 

Sheikh Sabah did not say 
then whether the underly- 
ing dispute — his drive to 
resume ties with Arab 
states that sympathised 
with Iraq during the Gulf 
war, and Sheikh Saad's 
deep reservations over it — 
had been resolved. 

Kuwait's ties with several 
Arab states have been 
strained for more chan five 
years because of their sym- 
pathy for Baghdad during 
its seven-month occupa- 
tion. Kuwait downgraded 
diplomatic relations and 
cut off generous official aid 
ro some. 

Many Kuwaitis are still 
outraged by what they call 
"treason" by states that for 
decades had been happy to 
receive Kuwaiti aid. 

Sheikh Sabah wants to 
restore full ties with 
Jordan. Yemen and other 
states. Many Kuwaitis 
would find that hard to 
accept. 
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HANDING OVER: Shimon Peres, defeated as prime minister in the Israeli elections, reviews tiie k°ops 
for the last time on Wednesday, after handing over the defence ministry in Tel Aviv to new Likud party 
Defence Minister Yitzhak MordechaL Hardline Likud leader Benyamin Netanyahu was swom in as 
prime minister on Tuesday night (Reuters photo) 


Netanyahu meets first 
foreign policy challenge 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu confronts his 
first foreign policy chal- 
lenge this weekend when 
Arab states hold an historic 
summit aimed at convincing 
the new hardline Israeli 
leader to soften his approach 
to the peace process. 

The summit Saturday and 
Sunday in Cairo will bring 
together leaders from some 
20 Arab states for the first 
time since before the 1991 
Gulf war and prior to the 
launch of the Middle East 
peace process. 

The former Labour gov- 
ernment brought to power 
by Yitzhak Rabin in 1992 
and run after his assassina- 
tion by Shimon Peres played 
a role in fomenting division 
in the Arab ranks by reach- 
ing bilateral normalisation 
agreements with some 
states. 

But even before taking 
office Mr. Netanyahu, head 
of the right-wing nationalist 
Likud party, succeeded in 
reuniting the Arab World 
with his “triple no” policy 
guidelines — no return of 
die Golan Heights to Syria, 
no independent Palestinians 
state and no negotiations on 
the future of Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu has largely 
declined to comment on the 
Arab meeting, simply warn- 
ing that pre-summit state- 
ments and warnings of 
renewed conflict from some 
Arab capitals "do not 
impress us. quite the con- 
trary.” 

Some advisers to the 
Likud leader have sought to 
play down the import of the 
Cairo summit, with former 
ambassador and newly 
elected Likud deputy 
Yehuda Lancry notably 
pointing out that Morocco's 
King Hassan — a key Arab 
ally For Israel — was not 


expected to attend. 

"Netanyahu will closely 
follow the discussions in 
Cairo, keeping in mind that 
the show of unity' cannot 
hide the deep rifts which still 
characterise inter-Arab rela- 
tions,” he told AFP. 

“Morocco has long been 
an ally of Israel and it has 
barely concealed its opposi- 
tion to the holding of this 
summit.” he said. 

But other analysts argue 
that the very fact the summit 
is being held so quickly after 
Mr. Netanyahu’s upset vic- 
tory over Peres in May 29 
elections and Syria’s key 
role in organizing the meet- 
ing, are signs of the fragility 
of the Labour leader's diplo- 
matic legacy which col- 
lapsed on his defeat 

“Shimon penes succeeded 
in making Israel an actor 
within the 

Arab World, boosting the 
position of some states 
while isolating others, like 
Syria," said Meir Zamir, a 
foreign policy expert at Ben 
Gurion University. 

“As a result, the Arab 
World as a political bloc 
underwent an unprecedent- 
ed breakup," he said. 

However, Mr. 

Netanyahu's categoric 
refusal to consider a with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights, seized by Israel in 
the 1967 war and annexed in 
1981, “has given Syria a big 
boost in its campaign to 
unite Arabs around a more 
rejectionist position towards 
Israel,” Mr. Zamir said. 

Most analysts agree that 
Mr. Netanyahu, now that 
political negotiations on 
building his coalition gov- 
ernment are behind him, will 
seek to ease Arab concerns 
over his intentions. 

“We should expect a rwo- 
edged policy,” said Mr. 
Zamir. 


Arafat stresses global 
importance of keeping 
peace process alive 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat responded here 
Wednesday to new Israeli 
Premier Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s uncompromis- 
ing policy address, by 
stressing the global impor- 
tance of the Middle East 
peace process. 

“Everybody has to 
remember that peace is not 
only a Palestinian need. It is 
an Israeli need, it is a 
European need, it is an 
American and an interna- 
tional need,” said Mr. 
Arafat who was in China 
for a three-day visit. 

In his policy speech to the 
Knesset on Tuesday. Mr. 
Netanyahu had pledged to 
pursue the peace process 
but said he would offer “no 
concessions” which could 
undermine Israel's security. 

He also made no mention 
of the Oslo peace accords 
which granted 

limited self-rule to the 
Palestinians. 

“It is very important for 
everybody to remember 
that we are committed to 
the peace process not only 
as Palestinians but also as 
Arabs,” Mr. Arafat told 
reporters, stressing that the 
peace accord was an inter- 
national, “not bilateral" 
agreement 

Asked whether peace was 
possible with the leader of 
the right-wing Likud Party 
as prime minister, Mr. 
Arafat said: “It depends 
how he will move." 

Mr. Netanyahu's narrow 
upset victory over Labour’s 
Shimon Peres in national 
elections last month had 
been widely interpreted as a 
damaging blow to the peace 
process launched by Labour 
when it began granting lim- 
ited self-rule to Palestinians 


in 1993. 

Mr. ,\rafat said he did not 
expect to have to enforce 
the Middle East peace 
agreement himself, but was 
looking for help from coun- 
tries such as China, Japan 
the United States as well as 
die rest of the international 
community. 

“Now it is the turn of 
international community... 
not me. I hope, because I 
am not alone now.” he told 
a news conference in 
Beijing. 

“Peace is not only a 
Palestinian need. It is an 
Israeli need. It is a Middle 
Eastern need...It is an inter- 
national need,” said Mr. 
Arafat. 

‘The American letter of 
guarantees says... No demo- 
graphic changes on the 
ground during negotiations. 
Anything against this is a 
clear breach of the agree- 
ment," Mr. Arafat said. 

Ahmed Qouriea, one of 
Mr. Arafat’s top aides, said 
on Wednesday the policies 
of the new Likud-led ruling 
coalition of hawks, reli- 
gious figures and former 
array brass amounted to a 
declaration of war. 

“We want peace, but not 
peace at any price." 
Palestinian Assembly 
Speaker Qouriea told 
Reuters. 

“This will kill the process 
completely,” he said. 

“The Israeli government 
will negotiate with the 
Palestinian authority on the 
condition that it meets all 
its commitments." said Mr. 
Netanyahu, in an apparent 
signal to the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) to turn up die heat in 
a crackdown on militants 
opposed to the peace 
process. 


Iran appears more isolated by U.S., Gulf neighbours 


DUBAI (R) — Iran appears 
more isolated by U.S. eco- 
nomic pressure and 
unprecedented public accu- 
sations by its Arab neigh- 
bours, long suspicious of its 
islamic revolution. 

But analysts say the more 
(he world tries to isolate 
Iran the more radical it will 
become. 

Western diplomats say a 
war of words between Iran 
and its Gulf Arab neigh- 
bours as well as U.S. And 
European accusations it was 
sponsoring terrorism and 
trying to sabotage the 
Middle Easr peace process 
were heightening tension in 
the volatile region. 

But they ruled out any 
armed confrontation in a 
region bristling with some 
of the world's most sophisti- 
cated weapons and produc- 
ing around a third of the 
world's crude oil needs. 

“We are concerned about 
any Iranian attempts to 
destabilise the Gulf and this 
has been a long-standing 
matter ” one Western diplo- 


mat said. "We know Iran is 
behind attempts to disrupt 
the peace process." 

"Iran keeps saying it 
wants normal relations with 
the West. We say these are 
our objections. You want 
normal relations, then 
address these objections.” 
another Western diplomat 
said. 

Iran denied charges by the 
state of Bahrain that it mas- 
terminded a plot to topple 
the government by force, 
rejected charges it was a 
threat to the security- of the 
region and said the only 
threat was the presence of 
U.S. forces in the Gulf. 

It said it was opposed to 
peace talks between the 
Arabs and Israel but was not 
supporting Islamic militants 
in Lebanon and occupied 
territories to sabotage the 
process. 

President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani said on Saturday 
the more pressure was 
exerted on Iran "the more 
strongly the people will 
defend the achievements of 


the Islamic revolution.” 

Tehran Tunes daily said 
on Wednesday the west had 
always created an "evil 
empire" as “an all-purpose 
ghost" to frighten Arabs. 
Israelis, and the West itself, 
“as a cure, they sell arms to 
Arabs, Israelis or anyone 
who buys the theory that ‘if 
you don't watch out, Iran 
will attack you’,” it said. 

U.S. firms were banned 
from dealing with Iran in 
1995. More sanctions are 
likely following congres- 
sional approval of a bill 
aimed at third country citi- 
zens investing in Iran and 
Libya. 

“Iran is a power in the 
region and the world has to 
deal with it on this basis,” 
said a Tehran-based analyst, 
who did not want to be 
named. “There is a tough 
mood in Iran and trying to 
isolate it further will only 
provoke renewed Islamic 
militancy and the idea of 
‘what have we gained by 
appeasing the west’.” 

He said U.S. And 


European charges against 
Iran were part of “the his- 
toric misunderstanding 
since the revolution. 

‘They will keep resurfac- 
ing from time to time until 
the West understands that 
Iran will not give up its 
islamic revolution and sup- 
port to other Islamic caus- 
es,” he said. 

The analysts and diplo- 
mats said however new pub- 
lic attacks by the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
— Saudi Arabia, Oman. 
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain and 
the United Arab Emirates — 
added a fresh dimension to 
the Western campaign 
against Iran. 

“The Gulf states never 
wanted confrontation with 
Iran even when warned Iran 
is a threat. They constantly 
said ‘we have to live with 
Iran. It is our neighbour',” 
one diplomat said. “But 
now they seem to have had 
enough.” 

The GCC states earlier 
this month, in the first such 
strong statement since 


Iran’s revolution in 1979, 
said the Islamic republic 
was interfering in their 
internal affairs and threaten- 
ing the security of the 
region by its arras purchas- 
es. 

They had always been 
suspicious of the revolution, 
but bad so far resisted pres- 
sure by Washington, insist- 
ing they wanted to preserve 
stability and not provoke 
tension in a region where 
economic prosperity is a 
government priority. 

Washington had" lobbied 
hard for support of its anti- 
Iran policy among its Gulf 
allies, constantly warned 
them of the threat Iran 
posed and urged them to 
build up their defences. 

After disputes with the 
UAE over three disputed 
Gulf islands, and constant 
rows with Saudi .Arabia over 
oil policies and political ral- 
lies at the annual pilgrim- 
age, diplomats said 

Iran's alleged role in the 
plot in Bahrain was the last 
straw for the GCC. 



Liz Hurley’s bed to 
be sold 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
king-size bed that British 
actress and model Liz 
Hurley shared with her film 
star boyfriend Hugh Gram 
in their English country 
house is going under the 
hammer next month. It is in 
the sale of contents of their 
former home. Littleton 
House, near Bath, south- 
western England, and has 
an estimated price of just 
£50 (S75). The teak garden 
bench the couple sat on os 
the world’s press captured 
thetr tense talks alter Grant 
was arrested with a prosti- 
tute in Los Angeles in June 
last year is set to fetch 
more — between £50 and 
£100. Buyers will receive a p 
certificate of authenticity 
with every' purchase. Auc- 
tioneer Nick Gardiner- 
Houlgate said Tuesday: 
“Normally we would not 
sell items like modern mat- 
tresses or garden benches. 
“Bur I suppose these have 
an intrinsic value because 
of their owners. The double 
mattress does appear to 
have been well used. It 
comes with a base but does 
not have a headboard.” he 
added. The sale will be 
held in Bath on July 11. 
Littleton House itself has 
already been sold ro an 
unnamed buyer for an 
unknown sum. 

Stray orangutan . 
grabs, kisses girl 

TAIPEI (R) — An orang- 
utan. abandoned by its 
owner on a street in Tai- 
wan. grabbed a girl and 
kissed her repeatedly be- 
fore being restrained by the 
police, a local newspaper 
reported Tuesday. The 
orangutan, chained to a tree 
in Taipei, took hold of a 
high school girl as she 
attempted to pet it. and sev- 
eral police officers arrived 
at the scene only after 
passersby had called for 
help, the United Evening 
News newspaper reported. 
The animal also bit a 
policeman on his left leg as 
he tried to free the girl, the 
newspaper said. The orang- c 
uran was finally tran- 
quilised and taken to a zoo. 
Police said they were try- 
ing to find its owner. Oran- 
gutans are protected under 
Taiwan's conservation law, 
and private ownership 
must be approved by the 
government. 

Group slams 
Florida zoo 
conditions 

TAMPA. Florida (R) — A 
survey of Florida zoos 
found poor living condi- 
tions for animals, reflecting 
possible problems for thou- 
sands of captive creatures 
across the country, an ani- 
mal welfare group said ' 
Tuesday. The survey found 
little focus on education or 
conservation and said a 
trend toward roadside zoos 
and animal attractions in 
the United States could 
have grave implications for 
the welfare of captive 
wildlife, said the World 
Society for the Protection 
of Animals (WSPA). which 
headed the study. Only two 
of 21 Florida zoos visited 
by a British expen — 
Busch Gardens in Tampa 
and Jungle Larry's Zoo- 
logical Park in Naples, 
would have passed inspec- 
tion under the British Zoo 
Licensing Act. the report 
said. “We found very' low 
standards of animal hus- 
bandry. We found little or 
no focus on education or 
conservation prog- 7 
rammes." said Neil Trent, 
WSPA regional director. 
The WSPA and the Bom 
Free Foundation said they 
would start a campaign to 
urge Americans to police 
neighbourhood zoos and 
demand better conditions 
for captive animals. 



/V - 1 


Draft 



; \\ 

•V.' 



’•••' .il 

\. . 

ii ■ . ! 




: is-,,, 


